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FORSTER’S travels 



LETTER Xin. 

DEAR SIR, 

I T is now neceflary to call your attention, 
already burthened, I fear, with no very jjleafant matter, to the 
fiibjed of Kalhmire, and endeavour to deftjribe the natural beau- 
ties of a valley, which perhaps, ftands Unparalleled for its air, 
foil, and a picturefque variety of landfcape. 

The northern path of the Bannaul hill, metyiorf^ih my lafl: 
letter, is abSut one mile and a- hal? Ihorter, than that of the 
fouthern fide, not that this difference arifes from the level of the 
low lands of Bannaul' and Kafhmire, but from the greater de- 
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diately forming a confiderable ftream, * which coiitriButcs, with 
numerous other livulets, to fertilize the valley of Kafhmire. Oa 
the fpot, where this piece of water reaches the plain, a bafon of a 
fquare form has been conftiuftedj it is faid, by the emperor J&- 
hanguir, foi icceiving and difcharging the current 5 and the trees 
of various kinds, which overfpread the borders of th^bafon, at 
once give an ornament to the fcene, and a grateful Qjadetp -the 
inhabitants of that quarter, who, in the fummer feafonj make it 
a place of common refort. 

The road fiom Veere Naug leads through a country, exhi- 
biting that ftore of luxuriant imagery, which is produced by.,#r 
happy dilpolition of hill, dale, wood and watery and, that 'theft 
^are cxceUencies of nature.roight b$. ^ifplayed iij th4t jWJ.glorj^ 
it was the feafon of fpring, when the trees, the apple, pear, 
the peach, apricot, the cheny and mulberry bore a variegated 
load of bloffom. The clufters alfo, of the red and white rofcj 
with an infinite clafs of flowering fhrftbs, prefented a view fo 
gayly decked, that no extraordinaiy warmth of imagination, was 
required to fancy that I flood, at leaft, on a province of fairy 
land. Except the mulberry, I do not believe that this country 
produces any fpecies of the fruits of India, and butfewol»iti 
vegetables j fuch is the change effefted within .a two 

degrees of latilhde ; this fudden revolution of clirntite cannot be 


* It is cidled Vh?it 01 Behat in the Kafluniriati languagCj and in the Sanfciit, Vetuflah. 
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yrffcribed td the northern fituati'on of Kafhmire, which is little 
more than two hundred miles from Lahore, where, many of the 
fruits of fouthern India come to maturity, but to the furrounding 
fnowy mountains, and an highly elevated land j which the Hindoos 
fay, though very widely, is three perpendicular miles higher than 
the Punjab. 

On the 26th of April, at Durroo or Lurroo, a fmall but 
very populous town, feven coffes from Bannaul, where our khan 
and his fuite were hofpitably received by the chief, and lodged that 
night at his houfe. Our entertainment, and the cordial behaviour 
of the hoft, made us a general rccompence for the fatigues of the 
journey j and I in an inftant, forgot the pains of my bruifed feet, 
in the pleafant comparifon between a commodious Ihelter and the 
boifteroua weather of the mountains. 

On the 27th, at Iflaamabad, five cofies — a large town, fituate 
on the north fide of the river Jalum, which is here fpringing from 
the mountains, or penetrating them in narrow openings. At this 
place the Jalum, over which a wooden bridge is built, is about eighty 
yards acrofs, and from the level furface of the country has a gentle 
current. Our party, this evening, hired a boat to proceed to the 
city, and had gone more than five miles, when a written order ar- 
rived, in an evil hour, requiiing us to return and remain at Ifla- 
amabad, ant>i a paifport Ihould be obtained from the court. This 
check infufed a general gloom, and rendered our fituation, already 
confine^ and irkfome, almofl: comfortlefs. The boat, a very fmall 

one, 
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pation and views. I told the old ftory of a turk travelling towards 
his country, with the addition, that to avoid the Sicque territory,' 

I had taken the route of Kaflitnire, where I hoped to experience the 
benefit of his proteilion. My ftory was favourably heard, and I 
received a very cordial aflurance of every neceffary afiiftance. Our 
party being direfted to attend the Dewan, and to form a part of 
his domeftic fuite, we preceded by water, on the .afternooa of 
the 3d of May, to Bhyteepour, nine coffes, a village fituate on 
the northern bank of the Jalum, the evening was ferene, and 
the variegated view of populous villages, interfperfed through 
a plain which was waving with a rich harveft, and enlivened^ 
by the notes of a thoufand birds, filled the mind with harhiony 
and delight. 

In the vicinity of Bhyteepour are feen the remains of an Hindoo 
temple, which, though impaired by the ravages of time, and more 
by the deftructive hand of the Mahometans, ftill bore evident marks 
of a fuperior tafte and fculpture. Kafhmire, having fallen a con-, 
queft to the fohoweis of Mahomet, at an early period of that 
empire in India, when they furioufly broke down every fence 
that barred the progrefs of their religion, felt the' full force of 
a barbarous zeal i and its monuments of worfhip and tafte werp 
thrown to the ground in fhapelefs .piles of ruin.,.;^ 

The Dewan taking Zulpbucar Khan with him, vyent, on the 
5th of the month into the interior part of the country, and direfled 
m? to wait for him at the town of Pamper, ten miles further down 

the 
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river, where an order was fent for my accommodation. This 
perfon of the Hindoo feft, poffelTed a more liberal difpolition 
than is ufually found in an Indian : though perhaps I am fo 
much biafled ,by his indulgent treatment, that my opinion may 
be thought partial, but his deportment feemed uniformly bene- 
volent to all clafles of people ; with his companions he was af- 
fable and* good humoured, he was humane to his domeftics, and 
he exercifed with a reafonable tempeiance the duties of his 
office. 

On the 7th, the Dewan came to Pamper, whence I went 
to the city, a diftance of feven coffes in his boat, which, though in 
Kaflimire was thought magnificent, would not have been difgraced 
in the ftation of a kitchen tender to a Bengal badgero. The 
boats of Kalhmire are long and narrow, and are rowed with 
paddles : from the ftcrn, which is a little elevated, to the centre, 
a tilt of mats is extended for the flielter of paflengers or mer- 
chandize, The country being interfered, with numerous ftreams, 
navigable for fmall veflels, great advantage and conveniency would 
arife to it from the water conveyance, efpecially in its inteiior 
commerce, did not the miferable policy of the ‘Afghan govern- 
ment crulh the fpirit of the people. 

The city, which in the ancient annals of India was. known 
by the name^of Siringnaghur, but now by that of the province 
at large, extends about three miles on each fide of the river 
Jalum, over which are four or five wooden bridges, and occupies 
Vox.. II. B in 
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in Come part of its breadth, which is irregular, about two miles,' 
The houfes, many of them two and three ftories high, are flightly 
built of brick and mortar, with a large intermixture of timber. 
On a {landing roof of wood is laid a covering of fine earth, 
which shelters the building from the great quantity of fnow 
that falls in the winter feafon. This fence communicates an 
equal warmth in winter, as a refrelhing coolnels in the ih'tn- 
mer feafon, when the tops of the houfes, which are planted 
with a variety of flowers, exhibit at a diftance the fpacious view 
of a beautifully checquered parterre. The flreets are narrow, and 
choaked with the filth of the inhabitants, who arc proverbialf^ 
unclean. No buildings are feen in this city worthy of remark > 
though the Kafiimirians boafl much of a wooden mofque; 
the ]umah MufTid,'*' ere-Sled by one of the emperors of Hin- 
doflan i but its claim to diflindion is very moderate. 

The fubabdar, or governor of Kafhmire, refides in a fortrefs 
called Sherc Ghur, occupying the fouth-eaft quarter of the city, 
where moft of his officers and troops are alfo quartered. 

The benefits which this city enjoys of a mild falubrious air, a 
river flowing through its centre, of many large and cdmmodlous 
houfes, are efientially alloyed by its confined conftrudtion and tHfc 
extreme filtHinefs of the people. The covered .floailtti Baths, 


* Jumah is the fabath of the Mahometans, and Muffid the name of a public place 
of worflup. In pre-emince, the principal place of prayer in Mahometan cities is termed 
Jumab MulTidt 


which 
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^(fRich are Vanged along the fides of the river, give the only tefti- 
inony of convcnieiKy or order; fuch baths are much wanted by 
the Indian Mahometans, who from the climate and their religion, 
are obliged to make frequent ablutions, and, in preventing the 
expofure of their women on thefe occafions, to adopt laborious 
precautions. 

The lake of Kafhmire, or in the provincial language, the 
Dali, long celebrated for its beauties, and the pleafure it affords 
to the inhabitants of this country, extends from the north-eaft 
quarter of the city, in an oval circumference of five or fix miles, 
and joins the Jalum by a narrow channel, near the fuburbs. On 
the entrance to the eaftward is feen a detached hill, on which 
fome devout Mahometan has dedicated a temple to the great 
king Solomon, whole memory in Kaflimire is held in profdand 
■veheration. 

The legends of the country alTert, that Solomon vifited this 
Ivallcy, and finding it covered, except the eminence now men- 
tioned with a noxious water, which had no outlet, he opened a 
paflage in the mountains, and gave to Kalhmire its beautiful 
plains. The Tucht Suliman, the name beftowed by the Maho- 
metans on the hill, forms one fide of a grand portal to the lake! 
and on the other ftands a lower hill, which, in the Hindueeis called 
Hirney Purvey or the green hill, a, name probably adopted from Its 
being covered with gardens and orchards. 

On the fummit of the Hirney Purvet, the Kaflimirians have 
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created a mofque to the honor of a Muckdoom Saheb, who is as fa- 
mous in their tales, as Thomas-a-Beckct in thofe of Canterbury, 
The men never undertake a bufinefs of moment without confulting 
Muckdoom Saheb j and when a Kathmiiian woman wants a hand- 
feme hulband or a chopping boy, fhe addreffes her prayer to the 
minifters of this faint, who are faid to feldom fail in gratifying h^r 
vvi(h. The northern view of the lake is terminated at the diffanra 
of twelve miles, by a detached range of mountains, which Hope 
from the centre to each angle j and from the bafe, a fpacious 
plain, preferved in conftant verdure by numerous ftreams, extends 
with atieafy declivity to the margin of the water. '*'• 

* In the centre of the plain, as it approaches the lake,’ one of 
the Pehli emperors, I believe Shah Jehan, {;,9;q^ru£t$d 3 fpaeious 
garden, called the Shalimar, which is abundantly ftored with fruit- 
trees and flowering fhrubs. Some of the rivulets which interfeCt 
the plan, are led into a canal at the back of the garden, and flow- 
ing through its centre, or occafionally thrown into a variety of 
water-works, corapofe the chief beauty of the Shalimar. To 
decorate this fpot, the Mogul princes of India have difplayed 
an equal magnificence and taftcj efpecially Jehan Cheer, who, 
with the enchanting Noor Mahl, made Kafhmire his ufual refi- 
(ience during the fummer months, and largely- contributed to 
improve its natural advantages. On arches thfown over the 
canal, are eredled at equal diftances, four or five fuites of apait- 
ments, each confifting of a faloon, with four rooms at the angles, 

where 
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the ifoUowerl of the court attend, and the fervants prepare 
Jherbets, coffee, and the Hookah. The frame of the doors of the 
principal faloon, is compofed of pieces of a ftone of a black co- 
lour, ftieaked with yellow lines, and of a clofer grain and higher 
polifh than porphiry. They were taken, it is faid, from an Hin- 
doo temple, by one of the Mogul princes, and efteemed of great 
value. 

The canal of the Shalimar is conftrufted of mafonry as far as 
the lower pavillion, from whence the ftream is conveyed through 
A bed of earth, in the centre of an avenue of fpreading trees, to 
the lake, which, with other ftreams of a leffer note, it fuppties and 
refrelhes. The other fides of the lake are occupied by gardens of 
an infeiior dcfcription ; though two of them, the property of the 
government, deferve a diftinA notice for their lize and pleafant 
•appearance j the Baugh .Nuffeem lying on the north-weft, and the 
>Baugh Nifhat on the fouth-eaft quarter of the Shalimar. The 
numerous fmall iflands emerging from the lake, have alfo a happy 
.effefi: In ornamenting the fcene. One of a fquare form is called 
the Char Chinaur,* from having at each of the angles a plane- 
tree j but one of them, and a pavillion that was erefted in the 
centre, has gone to decay, as have all their monuments of the 
Moguls, except the Shalimar, which is preferved in gpod order, 
and is often vifited by the governor, whom 1 have feen there, with 

• The oriental plane. 
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the Kaflimirians, who refort in crowds to the adjacent gardens, 
and enter into fcenes of gaiety, and pleafure, rarely known among, 
other Afiatic nations. There, all that exterior gravity which, 
conftitutes ^ grand part of the Mahometan character, is throwa 
afideji 'and the Turk, Arab, and Perfian, as if fatigued with ex- 
hibiting the ferious and guarded deportment of their owa 
country, give a licentious fcope to their padions. . .d i- 

The valley of Kallimire is of an elliptick form, and ex- 
tends about ninety miles in a winding direction from the fouth- 
eaft to the north-well. It widens gradually to Iflaamabad, where 
the breadth is about forty miles, which is continued with little va- 
riation to the town of Sampre,* whence the mountains by a regulao 
inclination to the weftward, come to a point, and divide Kafhmiie 
from the territory of MuzzufFerabad., To the north and north- 
eaft, Kalhmire is bounded by what is here termed the mountains 
of Thibet j a branch, I apprehend, of that iinmenfe range, which 
fifing near the black fea, penetrates through Armenia, and flsirt- 
ing the foutli Ihore of the Cafpian, extends through the north-eaft 
provinces of Perfia, to Thibet and China. On the fouth-eaft and 
fouth, it is bounded by Kilhtewar, and on the fouth-weft and 
weft, by Prounce,-)- Muzzufferabad and fome other independent 
diftriCls. 

* About twenty-five miles to the wefhvard of the city. 

t Through this dillriC); lies the pafs of Bember, minutely defcribed by Bernier. 


The 
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The Jalum, the weftern of the Punjab rivers, having received 
tile numerous rivulets of the valley, and the overflowing water of 
the lakes, becomes a fpacious ftream, and is difcharged through 
the mountains near the town of Baramoulah, where its current, 
from the declivity of the land, runs with rapid force.* At Bara- 
moulah the Kaflimiriaus fay Solomon rent the mountains, and 
gave a paflage to the waters, which, from the beginning of time 
had floated on their plains. 

About eight miles to the weftward of the city, the Jalum is 
joined by a fmall river called the Chote, or little Scind, which I 
was informed by a Kaftimirian Pundit, arifes in the Thibet 
mountains, and is the only ftream not produced within the valley. 
Previoully to the Mahometan conqucft of India, Kaftimire was ce- 
lebrated for the learning of its Bramins and the magniflcent con- 
ftruftion of its temple. The period of its fubjeftion to the Ma- 
hometans, is not recorded in any hiftoiy that I have feen, but we 
may believe, that a country, containing a valuable commerce and 
a profufion of natural beauties, would at an early date have at- 
tracted their notice and invited their conqueft. It was governed in 
a long feries of fucceflion, by a race of Tartar princes, of the 
Chug or Chugatay tribe, until the year 1586, when Acbar fub- 
dued it ; aided more, it Is faid, by intrigue, than the force of hfs 
arms. Kaftiihire remained annexed to, the houfe of Timur for 


VoL. II. 


’ See Bemler. 
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^ould not acquire. But the heavy oppreflions of the'|;overnraentj 
and the rapacious temper of the bordering Rates, who exercife an 
unremitting rapacity on the fwreign traders, and often plunder 
whole cargoes, have reduced the commerce of Kaftimire to a de- 
clining and languid Rate. In proof of this pofition, the Kafh- 
'ihirians fay, that during their fubjeilRion to the Mogul dominion, 
the province contained forty thoufand Ihaul looms, and that at 
this day, there are not fixteen thoufand. In Kalhmire are feen 
merchants and commercial agents of moll: of the principal cities of 
northern India, alfo of Tartary, Perfia and T urkey, who at the 
fame time advance their fortunes, and enjoy the pleafures of a fijje 
climate and a country, over which are profufely fpread the various 
beauties of nature. . . f f, . , , / . 

The drefs of the Kafhmirians confifts of a large turban, auk- 
wardly put on j a great woollen veft with wide fleeves j and a fack, 
wrapped in many folds round the middle j under the veft, which 
may be properly called a wrapper, the higher clafs of people 
wear a pirahun or ftiirt, and drawers j but the lower order 
have no under garment, nor do they even gird up their loins. 
On firft feeing thefe people in their own country, I imagined 
from their garb, the caft of countenance, which is long aigdrof 
a grave afpeft, and the form of their come 

amongft a nation of Jews. The fame idea itnpreffed alfo Mr. 
Bernier, who carrying it further, has attempted, by the aid of 
feme proofs more fpecious than fubftantial, to deduce tlieir 

origio ^ 
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.j^^gin fr6m the Jewifh tribes that were carried into cap- 
tivity. 

The drefs of the women is no lefs aukward than that of the 
men, and is ill adapted to difplay the beauties they naturally pof- 
fefs. Their outward, and often only garment is of cotton, and 
lhaped like a long loofe fliirt. Over the hair, which falls in a lingle 
braid, they wear a clofe cap, ufually of a woollen cloth of a criin- 
fon colour i and to the hinder part of it is attached a triangular 
piece of the fame fluff, which falling on the back conceals much 
of the hair. Around the lower edge of the cap is rolled a fmall 
turban, faflened behind with a flroit knot, which leemed to me the 
only artificial ornament about them. You will be pleafed to notice, 
that I fpeak of the drefs of the ordinary women, fuch only being 
permitted to appear in public. The women of the higher clafles 
are never feen abroad j nor is it confiflent with the ufage of any 
Mahometan nation even to fpeak of the female part of a family. 

^ The Kaflimirians are flout, well formed, and as the natives 
of a country lying in the thirty-fourth degree of latitude, may be 
termed a fair people, and their women in fouthern France or Spain 
would be called Brunettes. But having been p'-epofleflcd with an 
opinion of their charms, I fuflPered a fenfible difappointment j 
though 1 faw fome of the female dancers moft celebiatp^|br beauty 
and the atfiaftions of their profefiion., A coarfenefs of figuie 
generally prevails among them# with broad features, and they too 
often have thick legs. Though cJicelling in the colour of their 
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ners of the Kafhmirianf, who Ihrink with dread from flie Afghan 
opprellions, and are fearful of making any difpiay of opulence. 

A Georgian merchant, who had long refided in the countiy, gave 
me the raoft,j6itisfa£tory infoimation of Kafhmirt. He faid, that 
when, he firfl: vifited the province, which vv as governed by a perfbn 
of a moderate difpofition, the people were licentious, voigtile and 
profufe. But, that fince the adminiftration of the late chief, an! 
Afghan of a fierce and rapacious temper, they had become dilp;- 
rited, their way of living mean, their drefs llovenly, and though 
of a temper proverbially loquacious, they were averl'e from com- 
municating ordinary intelligence. 

During my refidence in Kafhmire, I often witneffed the harflv 
treatment peopip receiv)eda4vJEii,&h^odii^.«#l^^ 

mafters, who rarely ifllied an order without a blow of the fide of 
their hatchet, a common weapon of the Afghans, and ufed by 
them in war, as a battle-axe. Though the inhabitants of this 
province are held under a grievous lubjettion, and endure evils 
the moft mortifying to human nature, being equally opprefled and 
infuited, the various teftimonies brought home to me of .their 
common depravity of difpofition, made me the lefs fenfible of 
their difirefsj and in a fhort time fo faint was the trace.iof 
it on my mind, that I even jud^d thenr 'yy.Q):tl^o£ their adverle 
fortune. 

In viewing the manners of a peopic ac laigc, n were at once a 
facrifice of truth and every claim to hulorical merit, to introduce 

palHonate 
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j(|^6nate or” fanciful colouring ; yet the coolcft refleftion does 
not withold me from faying, that I never knew a national body of 
men more impregnated with the principles of vice, than the natives 
of Kaflrmire. The charafter of a Kalhmirian is confpicuoufly 
feen, when inverted with official power. Supported by an au- 
thority which prefcribes no limits to its agents, in the accumula- 
tion of public emoluments, the Kalhmirian dilplays the genuine 
compolltion of his mind. He becomes intent on immediate ag- 
grandizement, without reje£ting any inrtrument which can promote 
his purpofe. Rapacious and arrogant, he evinces in all his adlions, 
deceit, treachery, and that fpecies of refined cruelty, which ufually 
affuates the condud of a coward. And it is faid, that he is 
equally fickle in his connexions, as implacable in enmity. In be- 
half of humanity, I could wilh not to have been capacitated to 
exhibit fo difgufting a piXure, which being conftantly held out to 
me for near three months, in various lights, but with little relief, 
imprefled me with a general diflike of mankind. 

The Kalhmirians are fo whimfically curious, that when any 
trivial queftion is propofed to them, its mtention and purpofe 
is enquired into with a ftring of futile interrogatories, before 
the necel5ry information is given } and a fliop keeper rarely ac- 
knowledges the polleffion of a commodity, until he is ^ppi'ized of 
the quantity required. In examining t^e iitoation in which thefe 
people have been placed, with its train of relative effeXs, the fpe- 
culative moralift will perhaps difcover one of the larger fources, 
VoL. II. D from 
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government, lie accnfed his mother of infidelity to her hufijand, 
and in defiance of the glaring abfun^ty which appeared m the al- 
legation, as well as the anxious intreaties of the woman who had 
borne him to iave her from fhame, fhe was ignominioofly driven 
from the palace ; and about the fame time, on a like frivolous 
pretence, he put one of his wives to death. A film on,one of his 
eyes had baffled the attempts of many operators, and being impa- 
tient at the want of fuccefs, he told the lafl: furgeon who had 
been called in, that if the dilbrder was not remedied within a 
limited time, allowing but a few days, his belly fliould be cut 
open; the man failed in the cure, and Azad Khan verified <hi8 
threat. 

, Thesj: pailages were relate to znely d^B^ent-perfeos®, ibme 
fti angers in the country, others, who from the ftations they 
held, would rather have been induced to- fpeak favourably^ 
Azad Khan had, in the three firft months of his government^ 
become an objeft of fuch terror to the Kalhmirians, that the 
cafuaL mention of his name produced an inftant horror, and an 
involuntary fupplication of the aid of their prophets .Among 
the leffer order of his exaftions,, but which feemed to me the 
moil: unpopular and difeouraging, is that levied from tbei^our- 
tezans or dancing girls, who are oblige(i.'itoiracco»6nf -for every 
fum of money they receive,, and to pay the larger lhare of it 
to the intendant of the police j nor are they allowed to attend 
at any feftival or entertainment, without the permiffion of that 

offlcec, , 
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Tiis rigorous treatment of this clafs of females, which 
'are ever the moft pleallng to fociety from the indulgence granted 
to them, has here effefted a grievous change ; for though Kalh- 
mire is known to abound in hne women, few are now feen 
among the courtezans. 

A REVENUE of between twenty arrd thirty lacks of rupees 
is collefted from this province, of which a tribute of feven 
lacks is remitted to the treafury of Timur Shah. The army of 
Kalhmire, a part of which I have feen embodied, confifts of 
about three thoufand horfe and foot, chiefly Afghans,* who had 
received little pay for two years, and many of them, for want 
of a better fubfiftence, were obliged to live on the Kernel of 
the Slngerahj-f- or water-nut, which is plentifully produced in 
ihe lakes of the country. 

In noticing the character of the governor of Kafhmire, which 
is compofed of little elfe than a blind deflruftive cruelty, you 


’ The natives of this province are rarely feen engaged in a military occupation, 
from which their genius feems averfe ; and it is held an eltablilhed rule in the Afghan 
government, to refufe the admittance of a Kaflimirian into their army. The common 
people ufually carry abroad with them in the winter feafon an earthen ftove, which 
hanging near the thigh, gives it a fcorched appearance ; and by this mark a KaQrmirian 
is difeovered, fliould he by ftealth endeavour to enlift. The fling, in the ufe of which 
they are expert, feems to be their favourite weapon, and enables them with little va« 
riation to oppofe an adverfary at a diftance, and from places qf fecurity. 

t The Singerah alfo conftitutes a great portion of the food of the lower clafs of 
&e natives, and the exclufive privilege of vending it, yields annually about twelve 
thsuiknd pounds to the government. 

will 
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,will be furprized that is not puniftied or reftrained by tbp 
court. But when it is conlldered that th^ approach to this r^ 
mote province, leads through hoftile or ifldependant territories, 
that Timur Shah is equally witheld from diftant enterprize by the 
accumulated arrears and confequent weaknels of his army, to which 
may be added the fear of doraeftic treafon, and a native indolence 
of temper, a fufficient caufe will be feen for his paffive regard 0 
the interiour government of Kalhmire. Contenting hirafelf with 
the tribute, he is feldom difpofed to controul the condudl of a re- 
mote governor. I am to exprefs a regret, that previoufly to my 
route, I had not perufed the accurate and candid memoirs of 
Bernier, who Bands in the firft rank of writers on Indian hiftofy,: 
yet, fhould this curfoiy relation throw any li gt^ o n his djjilip^^ 
of Kafhmire, as lively as it Is juft, by filling up a chafm, or mark- 
ing the changes which have happened fince his day, I lhall hold 
it in fome eftimation, and confider any inconveniency which might 
have arifen from ray journey thither, honorably requited. Mr. 
Bernier enjoyed advantages which have fallen to the lot of few 
Afiatic travellers, and fortunately for the learned world, his talents 

amply improved them. He travelled into JCalhmire in the fuite qf 

<1 

Daniftimund Khan, a favourite Omrah of Aurungzettej^lib 
having a tafte for fcience and letters, eijjCptiragp4^}thjSr‘i*igenious 
Frenchman to attentively inveftigate the g'reat variety„of its curious 
produce. He has alfo deferibed the caufes of that important re- 
volution, which raifed Aurungzebe to the throne of Hindoftatl. 

As 
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Jlf ' he was perfbnally engaged in the fcene of afiion, and an eye 
vOitnefs of many of the principal events, all which aie related in 
a fimple interefting language, I carneftly recommend to you a dili- 
gent perufal of his inftruftive and judicious book. This writer 
having chiefly aflociated with Mahometans, who invariably poflefs 
an abfolute abhorrence of the religion of the Hindoos, and being 
deftitute of the proper documents for the refearch, he has not 
been equally fuccefsful in his explanation of the principles and 
Ipirit of the Hindoo doflrines, and it is only in that difcuflion I 
prefume to doubt the opinions of Mr. Bernier. After clofing 
this differtation on Kafhmire, you muft permit me to relate my 
defultory adventures in that country. 

On my arrival at the city, I was accommodated with an apart- 
ment in the hdufe of Zulphucar Khan, and feeing him of fo re- 
fpedfable a charadler, and dilpofed to do me kindnefs, I had re- 
folved to remain there, but my fervant, the fame perfon who had 
fet upon, ipe at Jumbo, difcovered me to the family to whom he 
knew I had brought introdudoiy letters, and being urgently 
prelTed, not to fay peftered, to lodge at the houfe of a Sheich 

Mirza, the brother of- my Jumbo hofl, I was forced out of the 

{ 

friendly roof of the Khan, whom I fliall ever remember with af- 

'.J 

feftion and efteem. His father having filled high ftafiSiis'in the 
upper part of'Th^a, at the period' of the Afghan and Sicque inva- 
fions, Zulphucar Khan, who was himfelf prefcnt at fome of die 
actions, had acquired a converfanf knowledge of the motives diat 

adualed 



FORSl’ER’S TRAVELS. 


aftnated the different parties j and his remarks on' the various 
events of thofe times, from which I derived much ufeful infor- 
mation, denoted a found difeerning judgement, little heated by 
prejudice, oi‘ fettered by thofe narrow precepts which ufually fway 
the mind of a Mahometan. He ftrictly obferved the ceremonies 
of his religion, which were performed with an apparenj: convic- 
tion of their reflitude j and, though he daily faw my remilEon of 
the cuffomary worfliip of his family, he neither remarked or 
cenfured it. 

At Shcich Mirza’s, I was received with fplendid offers of 
friindfhip, and all that farrago of proteftation, the common bur-i 
then of Afiatic language, which goes for nothing. The truth 
was, the brotlier at Jumbo had reprefented rocas.ii|,wealthy merchant 
who would produce great profit to the houfe j and this objeft de- 
luged me at the firft meeting with compliments, which com- 
menced with embracing my legs, and ended in wafhing my beard 
in rofe water. Nor did he ceafe to load me with a feries of 
difgufting attentions, until I told him that my bufinefs obliged 
me to proceed, without delay, to Kabul. The arrival of a mer- 
chant from Conftantinople compleated my relief ; for then the 
Sheick had no leifure to fay a civU word to any one, and feeing 
indeed, that ray refidence promifed no emolumeitt to the houfe, he 
would without ceremony have turned me out of it,, had another 
Turk appeared^ 

As there are no karavanfcras in Kaflimire, commercial ftran- 

gers 
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g|gs are lodged with their brokers, who finding an account in af- 
fording fuch accommodation, are generally pofTcfll'd of large and 
convenient habitations. A Georgian, who occupied the room 
next to mine, and was a-very agreeable neighboui", did not, I ob- 
ferved, give a ready credit to my ftory, which he erofs exami- 
ned with fome tokens of fufpicionj and one day, having de- 
fired to look at my head, he decidedly, pronounced it to be 
that of a chriftian. But he became alarmed, when I cautioned 
him, in a ferious tone, to be lefs hafty in forming fo danger- 
ous an opinion} for he rauft know, that to beftow fuch an 
appellation * on a believer of the true faith, was a grievous of- 
fence in a Mahometan country. In a future converfation with 
the Georgian, he explained to me, and proved by comparifon, 
that the head of a Chriftian is broad behind and flatted out 
at the crown} that a Mahometan’s head grows narrow at the 
top, and like a monkies has a conic form. This Georgian was 
aflbciated in trade with one of his countrymen then refiding at 
Benares, and feeing that he viewed me with miftruft, the com- 
munication of which muft have had mifchievous effefls, I 
judged it prudent to difclofe my true ftory } premifing, with an 
alTurance, that fhould treachery or his indil'crctioji bring on 
me any mifchance, his cftate at Benares would become forfeit, 
aud the perfon of his companion expofed to,p«jnjfhment. This 

* Nazarene Is a term of bitter reproach among tiic northern Mahometans. 

VoL. II. E language, 
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to his houfe, he was trembling in an agony of fear, from an ap- 
prehenfion of Azad Khan’s refentment.* 

In treating of the govemmertt of Kaflimire, I omitted to men- 
tion, tliat it had not hitherto extended its apprehenfion to mer- 
cshants, who, from the wealth which they introduced into the 
province, were refpefted and even indulged. The oli/lacles that 
flood in the way of my departure, now became ferious, and |ave 
me much anxiety. I was thrown into the power of a capricious 
tyrant, under a femblance alfo, which if difcovered, might be 
fatal, and I was precluded by the late occurrence, from a perfonal 
application to the court. Endeavouring to remove the appearance 
of chagrin, I intreated the Georgian, who has been mentioned, to 
expedite my departure, though without conimuaicating anjf part 
of the former failures. Only obferving that the multiplicity of 
bufmefs, neceflarily engroffing the attention of the dewan, of whofe 
fiiendlhip for me he had been apprifed pievcnted me from 
giving him further trouble. The bufmefs was undei taken with a 
zealous alacrity, and by an unremitted attendance of fifteen days, 
aided by a fmall bribe, was accomplilhed. Having hired.* horfe 
•from a native of Pefliour, who was returning to that city, and 
taken into my fervice a Peifian boy, on the iith of June I left 
Kaftimire and my honeft Georgian friend'. 

The river Jalum, at the diftance of ten miles from the 


'Bs waS) at a future period, I am informed, put to death by the Afghan. 
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formed by the hollow furface of the country, Into a fheet 
■of water, of feven or eight miles in circumference, called in the 
Kaihmirian language, the Wuller, which has a gentle fouthera 
current, and is gradually contracted as the land lifes. 

On the morning of the 12th, arrived at Sompre, nine cofles, 
E populous town on the eaftern fide of the Jalum, where the palT- 
port was depofited and another iffued. After a halt of three hours, 
which were chiefly employed in repairing the riding tackle, which 
was all of cordage, bridle, ftirrups and girth, I proceeded in com- 
pany with IVfdhubuIlah, the proprietor of the fteed, and Huflin, 
the Perfian boy, to the finall village of Markore, a ftage of ten 
cofles. Mohubullah made a good travelling pillaw, of which the 
bones were picked, and pluming myfclf on having outwitted the 
governor of Kafhmire, I went to fleep in an adjacent molque with 
a light heart. 

On the 13th, at Hourree Dana, four cofles, an hamlet, fituate 
three miles within the boundary of the province. The night 
being cool, I had thrown over my bed-cloths a coat, in the pocket 
of which was depofited the paflportj when, in an evil hour, jufl; 
as I was beginning to awake, a thief fnatched my coat, and made 
.his efcape. Had the coat been of any other colour than red, it would 
not, I believe, have attracted the marauder’s notice j 'but a fpark 
of vanity, many of which have lighted me fcenes of trouble, 
jiromptcd the purchafe of •this gaudy garment, which before had 

been 
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On the i6th, at Paunch-Graum, fix cofles, the road was ftrll 
more difficult of palfage than that o^f yefterday. The mountain 
being in fome places fo ftcep, that projedting beams are fixed, intd 
its fide, toTupport a path of planks, for the accommodation of 
foot palTengers ; liorfcs are fent by another traft. This path hath 
been lately repaired, out of the favings of charity, by a Mahometan 

at 

mendicant, who had, alfo, in a recefs of the hill, erefted a fmall 
building for the refrefliment of travellers. It being one of thefe 
few afts of public benefit, within the compafs of my knowledge, 
performed, by this clafs of men, I deem the communication a 
matter of confcience j for, too frequent occafions of reproba^og 
them have already ofiered, 

: On the r/th, at Muzzufferabad, ten cofies,.^ town fl:aniding“on 
the eaftern bank of the Kiflien Gunga,'* final!, but populous, and 
the refidence of a chief entitled Sultan Mahmoud, who after divi- 
ding the greateft portion of his territory among the younger bran- 
ches of his family, referved this town, with a diftricf yielding 
about a lack of rupees, for his private maintenance. 

On the morning of the i8th, I crofled the river, and joifieed a 
ftiaul kafilah proceeding to Pelhour. A ferry boat ufed at this 

The Kilhen Gunga runs here, to the left, with a'courfe neatly foui^welt and 
ftlls, I was informed, into the Jalum, among the mountains, at the head of the Piin> 
jab. I faw many people crofs this river, on an inflated Iheep or dog’s Ikin, which, flip- 
porting the head and breaft of the paflenger, is impelled and guided by the motion of 
his legs. 
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is frequently, by the violence of the current and a rocky 
ihore, dafhed to pieces ; And being now, in this flate, I paffed 
over, tho’ with much difficulty, a bridge of ropes, about loo yards 
in length. A ftout rope, fattened to wooden pofts, on either ihore, 
has attached to it, a certain number of carved pieces of wood in 
the form' of oxen yokes, with the forks placed vertically ; and, 
the fides of the yokes being embraced by fmaller ropes, afford a 
hold to.the paffengers. — The road from the limit of Kafhmire to 
Muzzufferabad tends to the fouth-weff and leads over a country, 
covered with mountains, which" are thinly interfered with abrupt 
valleys. 

On the i8th, halted at a mofque, on the weftem fide of Kilhen 
Gunga. ' 

O.N the igth, the kafilah proceeded a cofs inland from the river; 
The heat of the weather during the day, and the remains of a 
ficknefs had fo enervated me, that I could not walk a few paces, 
without extreme pain and laflitude. But, my little wants were, 
readily, fupplied by Mohubullah, who procured good provifions, 
cooked them, and was my pipe bearer. 

On the zoth, at Dunnee, three coffes, a fmall village, on the 
eaftern bank of the Nhah, a nari'ow rapid river, which falls into 
the Kiftien Gunga. The kafilah remained at this place,, jmililt the 
inhabitants had conftrured a bridge, which confififed- of two entire 
beams, at the diffance of three feet afunder, with an interffice of 
planks, fattened by cordage, The performance of this work, a very 
VoL. II. F tedious 
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tedious one, was chiefly expedited by Sultan Mahmoud, in perfon, 
who, though an old man, fiiewed a perfevering aftivity with a great 
fhare of good temper. The materials of the bridge, which had 
been floated“fi"om fome diftance, having, by tlie force of the cur- 
renti been carried below the proper ftation, we were detained at 
Dunnee for another fupply of wood, until the 28tb,,when we 
moved three cofTes, and halted in an uninhabited valley. 

On the aptb, on the fummit of a mountain, ten cofles, in the 

diftrifts of Jilldoon, governed by a Patan chief. In a fteep part 

of this hill, where the path, from fome rain that had fallen, was 

flippery, my horfe ftumbled ; and had not a tree been within 

reach, a branch of which I caught, I muft have been thrown down 

a lofty declivity. This night I experienced fome of thofif^bon- 

veniencies to which travellers of my defcription are occafionally 

fubjcft. My baggage was thoroughly foaked by the rain j and 

water, which had already fo much annoyed me, was not to be 

found, nor a flick of fuel. Thefe embarraffments, which made me 

tefty and much difpofed to quarrel with my neighbours, were at 

¥ 

length obviated by the active fervices of Mohubullah, who having 
brought water and fuel from a long diftance, prepared a mefs of 
broth from fome mutton in our ftore, which afforded a reg^lR to a 
very hungry party. The Jiddoon road being difficult'of'accefs, is 
little frequented, and, until the paffage of our kafilah, had never, 
I was informed, been ufed by merchants. The common trafl; lies 
tj^rough the Puckley territory, but the inhabitants of that quarter, 

notorious 
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Notorious for a fierce and predatory difpofition, had lately com- 
mitted fo many robberies on commercial property, that thedireftor 
of our party judged the route too hazardous. 

On the 30th, at Manghelke, fix cofles, a fmall town, there- 
fidence of a Shadee Khan, the chief of Tiddoon. Halted at this 
place for the adjufting the payment of duties, and of an efcort, 
that had accompanied our progrels through the country, until the 
the 4th of July, when we proceeded to Kotillee, a fort in the pof- 
fellion of Meimoun Khan, a brother and vaflal of the chief of Ja- 
noul. Halted on the jth, to compofe a difference of opinion, 
that had arifen among the merchants, refpefting the choice of 
a road. 

On the 6th, at Nheamut or Enayet Serau, eight cofles, a for- 
tified village, with a karavanfera, fituate on the weftern limit of 
Janoul, the territory of Gul Shere Khan, a Mahometan of the 
Afghan tribe. Being told that the merchants would be detained 
fome days/at this place, for the difcharge of cuftoms, and thence 
proceed to the town of Beer, the refidence of Gul Shere, where 
as at many other ftations, a long delay would be occafioned, I 
propofed to Mohubullah the profecution of our journey by a 
nearer route. He gave a ready afifent to the meafurc, alluring me 
alfo, that his knowledge of the country and many oftkfcapl’incipal 
people promifed very reafonable fuccefij but he 'required, as the 
firft condition, 'an,' implicit obedience -to lill his diredlioos, and a 

F 2 reftiuint 
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reflraint on that impatience of temper, with which he was forry 
to obferve I was too much aftuated. 

On the 7th we left the Serauce, and conduced by, a guide 
through' an lu'nfreqaented path, we paffed without moleftation the 
Tyrrhene diftrifts, where moft danger was apprehended, and 
halted, during the heat of the day, at a fmall fortified village. . 

In the evening, after various alarms, we arrived at the fort 
of Kote, nine colTes, which, with an adjacent diftrift, is held 
by a Nujjeeb Khan. It is to be noticed, that Enayet Serau 
ftands on the weft fide of a break of that great range of moun-^ 
tains, extending along the head of the Punjab, and within wM&li 
I had travelled, with little variation, from the Ganges to that 
place, whence I entered- the plain doUnti^.^ ' ’’ ''' 

On the 8th, at Mourree, five coffes, a fmall village, depend- 
ing on the Harbarry territory, which is governed by a power- 
full Afghan chief. We had fet out from Kote in good fpirits, 
enjoying the idea of being liberated from a party o^ftrufted by 
conftant delays, and the hope of making an expeditious journey, 
through a trad, which was, we now found, expofed to the in- 
curfions of banditti. But thefe pleafing thoughts were wholly 
■difpelled by the intelligence of a palTenger, who told usi-lfcat 
when he left Kote, a body of horfemen wes^- preparing to fol- 
low and plunder us. Mohubullab immediately refolved to re- 
turn to the fort, where he faid they would be deterred from 

offering 
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iffiering any violence, and having lodged me in a houfc of one 
of the inhabitants, he went to a neighbouring village, the refi- 
dence of a Seid, who had acquired a great influence in that quar- 
ter, and folicited his protection, which he informed me by a mefl 
fenger had been readily granted. On receiving this favorable in- 
telUgenc», I went to the Seid to return thanks for this opportune 
affiftance, and found him ftretched on a bed amidft a grove of 
lhady trees, and furrounded with boys, fome fanning him, while 
others were gently rubbing his body. Though his manners evi- 
dently difplayed that fuperiority which the fuppofed defeendants of 
Mahomet ufually afliime from their lineage and rank, he was not 
tivanting in a polite civility 5 nor did he refufe fome finall offerings, 
that were prefented to him with much refpeCl:. The authority of 
this man was fo implicitly admitted, that we were . cfcorted in 
fafety by a Angle domeftic, whofe fervices were liberally rewarded. 
Fear produces in the mind ftrong effufions of an apparent gene- 
rolity and,^ratitude, and when Ikilfully wrought on by the man 
of the world, feldom fails to yield him an ample harveft. It is a 
fevere refleftion on humanity, fays Bruyere, that the difpofition 
of man is ever the moft effectually meliorated in the hour of 
calamity. At Mourree we received intelligence, that a Pefhour 
kafilah, had a few hours before departed on its way lioniei^ which 
gave us great joy, efpecially to MohubuHah, who now faw the 
-pear profpeCt of a eonclufion to the perilous talk he had under- 
taken. 


On 
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On the morning of the 9th, before day iightj we left Mourreej 
and after travelling fome hours through a wild and gloomy traftj 
on which the turn of my mind, threw perhaps, an additional 
flrade, and encountering many ill-looking fellows, who viewed us 
with' a keen eye, we joined the Pefhour party, where we ex- 
perienced from the countrymen of Mohubullah, every 'tdsen of 
welcome. t ‘ " 

At noon arrived at Hyder Bunghee, nine coffes, a populous 
village dependant on Attock, the principal town of a fmall dif* 
trift, which acknowledges the fupremacy of Timur Shah. The 
chief, an Afghan, yields an obedience conformable to the motJoti^ 
of that prince, or^ the leading motives of the day j but, when 
titute of other refource, he furnfflies a frib^ 8f abbot fifty 'thou- 
fand rupees. 

On the loth, at Bazzar, five coffes, a fmall village, at the dif- 
tance of three quarters of a mile from the weftern ftiore of the 
river Indus,* which we croffed about twenty miles abo\e the town 
of Attock. The ftream, though not agitated by wind, was rapid 
with a rough undulating motion^ and about three quarterS’'of a 
mile, or a mile in breadth, where it was not interrupted by 
iflands 5 and having, as nearly as I could judge, a weftiafid'by 
fouth courfe. The water Was mudi'dil^li^ufc^ by a fine black 

* In the Perfian Ijnguage, ufually called the Ab or Water of Scind, and fometimej 
Neil Ab or Blue Water ; and by the Hindoos Scind and Attock, 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


47 


when put into a veffel, quickly fubfided. It was Co 
tfbld, from (I apprehend,) a large mixture of fnow, then thawed 
by the fummer heats, that in drinking it, my teeth fuffered a vio- 
lent pain. In our boat were embarked feventy pcrfons, with much 
merchandize and fome horfes. This unweildy lading, the high 
fwell of the current, and the confufion of the frightened paffengers 
made the paflage dangerous and very tedious. 

The Indus forms a ftrong barrier to Hindoftan on the weft, 
and it feems a manifeft truth, that had the Indians made their 
grand ftand on the banks of this river, at the period of the Tartar, 
Afghan, and Perfian invafions, their empire might have made A 
powerful refiftance. Armies at all times have fuftained difficulties 
and damage in croffing the Indus, but the attempt to force its 
paflage muft be arduous and full of danger. 

The road from Muzzufterabad, tending to the fouth-weft, led! 
me through the mountains, into the upper part of the Punjab, 
at Nheamuc Serau j from wliich place to Kote, are feen fome 
fcattered huls ; but thence, the country is plain and thinly wooded. 
The inhabitants, chiefly Afghans, or as they are called, in India, 
Patans, live in fmall forts or walled villages, and entertain fuch mu- 
tual dfead and diftruft of each other, that a fingle traveller is a 
rare objeft. The depredations of the Sicques, on the Attocfc dnd* 
adjacent diftrids, generally fubjed this trad of^toiiH?ry to much 
defolation, and a failure of rain, in the preceding year, now gave 
it the appearance of a defert. 

Qjs 
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On the nth, at Akorah, a fmall town. At the diftance of fix 
miles from the great river, crofTed the Attack, fo called, in thefe 
parts, from its falling in the Indus, in the vicinity of the town 
of that name j but, in fome of the interior parts of Afghaniftan, 
it is denominated the Kabul river.* The weather had now become 
extremely hot 5 and I was often furprized, at my ability to bear, 
with fcarcely a (belter, the force of fo fcorching a fun. I arrived 
at Akorah about noon j when, immediately entering a fpacious 
cool mofque, I fpread my bed, and lay down much at my eafe. 
In the evening, the time of a common prayer, being defired, by 
one of the Mollahs or Priefts, to prepare myfelf for the ceremonyj 
I urged in excufe, the debilitated (fate of my body which prevented 
the requifite performance of fo incumbent a duty'j tooking-at) 
me with contempt, he faid, it was the more necelTary to pray, 
that I might obtain better health. At midnight, I perceived a 
perfon endeavouring to take my turban from the bed-clothes, 
and being caught by the arm, he told me in a fauiiering voice, 
that he was the Mollah of the mofque, and, from hiS fpeech, I 
believe, the man who had reprehended my,negle£l: of prayer.' 
What think you, my friend, of thefe Mahometans, who, if they 
wafh and pray at the five ^ated times, abftain from wine and the 
flelh of hogs, and utter a firing of Arabic ejaculations which they do 
not underftand, believe that they haye proctfrcd the divine licence 

» Its courfc lying within fix miles to the fouth-caft of that city. 

to 
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tQ,^jfio]ate the jaws of juftice. This opinion is not formed on the 
jjioment, but has arifen from long experience and the intimate in- 
tercourfe, which my various occupations in India have produced ; 
and is now fo firmly fubftantiated by undeviating teftimony, that 
it fliapes my general fentiments of the Mahometan character. 
When they daringly commit thefe afts on each other, even amidfl: 
the rites of their religion, what is to withold their attacks on thofe 
of a different faith ? 

This day a body of Afghan cavalry encamped in the environs 
of Akorah, and overfpread the country like a fwarm of locufts, 
devouring and deftroying wherever they went. It feemed as if the 
land was invaded, they entered in a violent manner, every vil- 
lage within their fcope, and fed themfelves and horfes at the 
expenfe of the inhabitants. Sucli expeditions afford thefe hun- 
gry creatures almoft the only public means of fubfiftance •, for 
when inaflive, they are often reduced to fuch diftrefs, by the 
blind parfimorfy of their prince, that their horfes, arms, and 
cloths are Md for a fivelihood. 

On the 12th, at the village of Peer Pyah, ten coffes. 

On the 13th, at the village of Kalalah, eight coffes, the 
refidence of Mohubullah’s family, where I was treated with 
much hofpitality. The male inhabitants of thisn.^jUagej 
are all proprietors of mules, and employed jj»!.c^i^vfeying mer- 
chandize, and from the name of their abode, denominated 
Kalals. 

ypt. II. G 
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gloomy impreflions, and in gay colours, defcribed a various 
fcene of future pleafure. 

Being informed that a kafilah was immediately proceeding 
to Kabul, I hired a mule, and went to the adjacent village of 
Tackal, the ufual rendezvous of travellers, going to the weftward. 
On my arrival there, I learned, that the great kafilah ftill con-* 
tinned at Pefliour, and that only fome horfemen confiding in their 
fpeed and arms, had moved early in the morning towards Kabul, 
A refleftion on the predicament in which I then flood, the flow 
pace of my mule, which had more tlie appearance of an afs, and 
the reprefentation of the muleteer, whofe fears prompted 
merable falfities, flackened my ftrong inclination to efcaptedypom 
the heats of Pefliour, and after making jTlfruitlefs attempt to over- 
take the horfemen, I returned to my lodging in the mofque. 
Sauntering one day in the bazar, the common refort of idle, as 
well as bufy people, I faw a peifon, with whoni I had travelled 
from Muzzufferabad to Enayet Serau. We agreed, as our road 
was the fame, to travel together, and in the mean time to fliare 
the fame fare. So cordial is the pleafure refulting frtfm' iSciety, 
lb naturally do we cling on each other, whether for fupport or 
amufement, that I immediately looked on thi^ man as aniapprovecl 
friend, and felt a confidence from the ednrieftion, which fet my 
mind at perfedl eafe. On enquiry into the finance of my aflbeiate, 
whofe name was Noor Mahomed, I difeovered, that he poflfefled in 
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filh, one rupee, on which himfelf, a boy and a horfe, were to be 
fubfifted until his arrival at Kabul, a journey of twelve or four- 
teen days ; I perceived alfo, that on the expenditure of this fum, 
he would feek an aid from me. Fully apprized of the danger, as 
well as inconveniency of dilclofing the amount of my property, I 
gravely told Noor Mahomed, that I had then no more than three 
rupees, which, with his fingle one, lliould be placed in a joint 
fund, and that on it and providence, we muft truft until our ar- 
rival at the capital. The Mahometan, with a countenance bright- 
ening with faith and zeal, exhorted me to be of good cheer j for 
that true believers were never deferted in the hour of need. 

On the 25th of July, accompanying a large kafilah, in which 
a portion of the Kalhmire tribute. Inverted in rtiauls, was con- 
veyed, we proceeded to the village of Tackal, three coffes, where 
we laid in a provifion for three days journey, the enfuing traCl of 
country, for that diftance, being thinly inhabited. 

On .the 26th, at Timrood, four coffes, a fortified fmall vil- 
lage, fituate on the fouth fide of a range of rocky mountains, 
which reflciEled a fcorching heat on the plain beneath. The inha- 
bitants, of this village, genuine Afghans, have little refpcft, though 
refiding fo near Pelliour, for either the perfon of Timur Shah, or 
his government, which was in fome degree evinced during bur 
halt. The governor of Kafhmire had fent with du'r kafilah, for 
the ufe of the prince, four large dogs of Thibet, which were car- 
ried in litters, and attended with much care. The keepers had 

ij 
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kd ilicm to drhik at a pond, where an Afghan Woman was„ 
filling her pitcher, but, on feeing thefe animals, which the Mahon 
metans hold unclean, ibe put it down and by a Ihowef of ftones 
and abufe.4rd!re the whole paity fiom the place, loudly calling at 
tl;e/ame time, on the villagers to her affiftance, which ftie little 
needed. The Afghans immediately affembled and compjcated the 
route of the dogs and their keepers, beftowing on^tbe Shaba alfo^ 
very contemptuous language, nor were they fuffered to return to 
the pond, until efcorted by the kafilah guard. 

On the 27th, at Ditkah, eighteen coflcs, a fmall village, flandu 
ing on the fouthern bank of the Kabul or Attock river, vhi4l 
here runs to the right, or eaftward. At the diftance of about twp 
miles from Timrood, we entered a narrow defile, -VhichiiftiBriefts 
the chain of mountains, lying to the north of the village. At the 
entiance of thepafs, the Afghans flopped the kafilah, and, except 
ting fome troops of tire Shah, levied a fmall contribution on all 
the paflengers j they receive, alfo, an annual fum from the govern- 
ment of Pelhour, for permitting travellers to pafs unmolpftecj 
through their diftiicf. In the firft part of this day’s journey, feliugbt 
thoughout, with danger and fatigue, the rain which fell in torrents', 
nearly deftroyed my papers, and compleated the obliteratiogfof the 
bill, now deftitute of mark or tctken; and.tl judged it as formally 
cancelled, as if a receipt had been pafled for the amount. Towai'ds 
the clofe of the day, I was entangled, by my own indifcretion, in a 
perilous adventure, the iffue of which, muft be, wholly aferibed 

to 
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to gbod fortune. When the rain had ceafed> the heat of the fun 
■iSras extreme, and neither fhelter or water was to be procured. 
Anxious to cfcape from thefe inconveniencies, for the journey was 
yet long, and the kafilah proceeded at a flow rate, about thirty of 
us, mounted, and the greater part well armed, refolved to leave 
'the efcort. • Had I derived the ules which men ufually do from 
experience, and reflefted but a little on thofe refulting, efpecially 
in my lituation, from iht fejiina le/ife, I fliould not have joined this 
Quixote detachment. We had advanced about four miles, when 
a fmall body of Afghans, which had ilFued from the hills and flop- 
ped us, peremptorily demanded a fum of money, as a toll for 
palling through their territory. Here I feel myfelf fenfibly hum- 
bled, when, as a faithful narrator, I am obliged to fay, that our 
corps behaved in a moft pufillanimous manner and facrificed with- 
out fair caufe, the evident advantage which a common exertion of 
fpirit would have given. We were about thirty, flrong, and, to 
the fight, refolute good looking fellows ; all armed, except myfelf, 
with inatchlocks or fide arms. On the enemies approach, our 
leader, a portly man with a large beard and fpreading inuflachios, 
mounted on a curvetting fleed, was flruck with a violent teiToi', 
which was iuftantly communicated to the party. The moun- 
taineers failed not to augment the conflernation, and, witliout oe-i 
remony, proceeded to the ufual modes of plunder : V'Beft,' fearful 
ef the arrival of the kafilah, they ivere pfevenred from a total 
capture. Aware of the rilk of this day's journey, I had concealed 

my 
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tpj cafa ill two bug and narrow purfes, which, in the manner of 
garters, were tyed round my legs. This arrangement was fortu- 
nate, for the Afghans perceiving my reluftance to difraount, 
knocked me off, the mule, and forcibly opened the different parts 
of my jdtfefs ; not finding any thing of value, they were proceeding 
JO treat me with \ iolence, when a Hindoo, of the family of the 
Dewan of Kaflimire, who had known me in that couritry, inter- 
pofed his good offices, and propofed a ranfom for my releafement. 
This genet ous Hindoo, who I hope will undergo no further tranf- 
migration, unlefs he likes it, exerted fo much warmth in my behalf 
and fpoke fo urgently to thofe marauders, that one of them gave 
him a ievere blow' on the face. He did not, however delift, but 
by an aftive perfeverance, fupported by a fmall fum of moneys, he 
accomplilhed his purpofe. At the clofe of *^this affair, I had 
mounted ray mule and was rejoicing at the efcape, when I received 
a fmart blow on my back; and turning about, an Afghan, who 
had taken this mode of attracting my notice, told me, with an ex- 
ulting laugh, that our party might now move on, as the kafilah 
was in fight, but direCted us, if tlie fafety of our lives was regar- 
ded, not to join it until it fhould have paffed the place of aClion. 
This injunction was fpeedily obeyed by me and fome others ; but 
our doughty commander, feeing the near profpeCt of reji^f, began 
to utter many bold words, and fliew a difpofition of recovering 
his property and honor by an affault of the Afghans ; who ronfed 
at the menace, though the kafilah was clofe at hand, drew theij 
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/d^ets and advanced 'their fliields, daring him to battle and to 
feght for what he had loft. The cautious officer, again, qualified 
his wrath j but he reprobated them in very fpirited language, and 
denounced a fevere vengeance on fome fitter occafion. In the lat- 
ter part of the journey, an Hindoo, who had gone about a quarter 
of a mile i^om the party, was plundered of property to the amount 
of four hundred rupees, by a fmall body of thcfe robbers who had 
made a fuddcn defcent from the hills, and before afliftance could 
be given, fecured the booty. It was with much pleafure, after the 
peril and toil of the day, I faw the Kabul river and the fmall vil- 
lage of Dickah, where we halted. The ftage from Timrood to 
Dickab, ufually called the Hyber-pafs, being the only one in which 
much danger is to be apprehended from banditti, the officer of the 
efcort gave orders to ills .party to quit the kafilah, and march early - 
on the next morning. This opportunity, at once offering fafety 
and expedition, was not to be foregone ; yet, the muleteer was 
with great difficulty perfuaded to embrace it, and but for the iii- 
teiference of Noor Mahomed, who was obliged to beat him into 
compliance, I muft have attended the tedious progrefs of the ka- 
filah. Before I quit this ftation it is neceffaiy to lay before you a 
brief account of the tribe of Afghans, through whofe diftridl ws 
had now pafled. 

You will naturally be, furprized, that a fmall body of people 
refiding near the capital of an extenfive empire, fliould not have 
been reftrained from infefting one of its moft public roads. Tlio 
VoL. II. H lawlcfs 
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lawlefs conduft of this feft of Afghans, who are known in thi# 
country by the name of Hybers, originates chiefly in the imhe* 
cility of Timur Shah’s government, and his want of military 
fpirit. They are llrongly aided alfo in the purfuit of a free- 
hboting life, by the fituation of their country, which forms a 
chain of rocky mountains, whofe fcanty flips of valley afiord 
hilt the coarfeft provifion for human wants. This rude race of 
men have made fo flow a progrefs in civilization, tliat the 
greateft part of them, like the ftoried Troglodites of old, dwell 
in caves, or rather in the fiflures of rocks. Though profelTing 
the Mahometan religion, they are little more verfed in it fhan 
believing Mahomet to be their prophet, that he had four diA 
tinguiflied friends, and that the Pdffiansf, 4Ke #hble'fe6t 
of Ali, are a mifcreant race of infidels. The Hyber dialed!: is 
founded on the common language of the Afghans, but harlhly 
guttural, and is ill underftood by the adjacent tribes. Timur 
Shah, who ufed formerly to pafs the winter at Pefliour, which 
is there much milder than at Kabul, never pafled through the 
territory of the Hybers, without their attacking his advanced 
6r rear guard. An Armenian, with whom I was acquainted 
in travelling from Moultan towards Kabul, arrived at Pefliour, 
where taking alarm at the perils of the Hyber-pafs, he re- 
turned to Moultan, a journey of three weeks, thence hd proceeded 
to Kundahar, a month’s journey, from which place it is a diftance 
®f fifteen days to Kabul ; making in all, a palTage of nine w^s, 

v^liich 
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is ufually performed by the Hyber-track in eleven days. 
■This fa£i:, at the fame time that it marks the caution and patience 
of an Armenian, explains the dread entertained of the Hybers. 

- On the. aSth, before day break, having joined the party that 
had efcoited the kafilah, we left Dickah, and, at the diftance of 
feven codes, halted near the village of Biffouly, to dry our bag- 
gage, which had been expofed all the mommg to a heavy rain. 
Jn moving again, w'c experienced many obftacles front the ex- 
treme darknefs of the night, and the numerous currents of 
water, which fuddenly produced by the rains, poured from- the 
hills with extreme impetuofity; carrying with them ftones of a 
vaft fize, whofe rolling noife refembled thunder. It was mid- 
night, the Iky was overcall with black clouds, and the roaring 
of the torrenlis heard on all- fides, created in my mind a" certain’ 
hottor mingled with awe, and I was involuntarily led to con- 
fider this grand feene of nature with fentiments of profound' 
reverence. 

i On approaching a rivulet, which had been greatly enlarged by 
the rain, our chief difpatched firll, that Ihe might not be incom- 
moded by .the crowd, one of his favourite women, who, though 
mounted on a ftrong horfe, had no fooner entered the ftream, tbaav 
flie iWas fwept away by its force and drowned. ThisfeVfiWt^'oic^i- 
fioned an immediate halt, and veiy fenfibly afflidled our leader, 
who threw himfelf on the ground, and loudly lamented the fate of 
.his miftrefs. At day break, the body was found on the fliore, co- 

H 2 


vered 



6o 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


vered with mud, and after interring it with fuch ceremonies as the 
occafion admitted, our party crofled the ftream, now reduced to a 
fmall fize. 

On the 29th, at Jillalabad,* twelve coffes, formerly a town of 
great note, and though now much decayed, ftill fupporting a mo- 
derate ti'affic. It has a public market, and the adjacent diftridb 
produces a coarfe fugar. Yefterday the country was opea-and 
fertile j to day the road led over a barren tra£l, interfperfed with 
hills. 

On the 30th, at the village of Balabaugh, eight cofles. 

On the 31ft, at the village of Gundamouck, ten coffes > about 
three miles to the eaftward of Gundamouck, croffed a fmall ford- 
able river, f running to the fouthward, or right,- over which are 
the remains of a bridge built of bricks. The air, hitherto hot, 
had affumed at this place a fudden coldnefs ; not effefted by any 
change of weather, but agreeably to the obfervation of travellers, 
peculiar to the climate of this part of the country. The (hoi tnefs 
of our ftay would not permit an inquiry into the caufe of this 
quick tranfition, nor could any of my affociates, though ufed to 
the road, give a reafonable account of it. Paffengers, I believe, 
throughout Afia, make journies merely from motives of profit or 
conveniency, fometimes of religion. A defire of knowledge, or 

* The AUock river runs about two miles to the northward of the town, 
t 1 imagine it &lls into the Attock river at Tome fhort dIAance. 


even 



ppRSTER'S TRAVELS. 6i 

Jevf 9 pleafure, rarely canies them abioad ; and they move from 
,<jne ftage to another, without deviating an unneceffaiy footftep. 
Yet they are niimitely fkilled in the rates of provilions at all the 
maikets, and whether the place is a hot or a cold one, farther 
they know not, nor do they ever alk. Near the village of Guii- 
damouck is feen a white ftone, faid to refemble the head of an 
elephant, ‘and I believe, that which the Perfians term the Sung 
SufFede.* The air, in this quarter, muft have been ftrongly im- 
pregnated with nitrous particles, for all the expofed parts of my 
body became covered with a white fcaly fubftance, of a laline tafte, 
which in a fliort time excoriated the outer Ikin. . . : i 

On the ift of Auguft, at Baracow, a fandy uninhabited valley, 
ten codes. The officer of the efcort, proceeding this day to Kabul 
with thofe that were well mounted, our party was reduced to a 
fmall number. We remained, during the noon beat, ai Juggid' 
Ali, where I think there is only one houfe, which ftands under 
the fhade of a few trees, and where it is faid, the wind con- ■ 
tinues to blow with violence during the whole year. Its force 
did not abate during our ftay, and if fuch is its ufual rate, 
.®olus, had he lived in our day, would at lead have chofen 
Juggid Ali for one of his country feats. Noor Mahomed, 
whom I fuppofe you have loft light of, believing that '.ffiy 
money was now expended, or that I would not more, 

* Signifying in the Perfic a white ftone. 

had 
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had ‘for fotne time treated me with negleft^ dlilfloft infult, and 
in defpite of -his former aflurance, that zealous Mahometaft-s* 
were never abandoned, we fhouhl have felt extreme diftt^fs^ had 
he not boixoived a little callt from a horie dealer, andrl 
thsi'Jtrivat^ fiind. 

n’nQiN the ad of Auguft we commenced our Journey, that 
day a long one, at three o’clock in the morning, and in alceUdi' 
ing a high fteep hill, which forms one fide of the valley ti 
Baracow, the tackle of my mule broke; when I, the animal 
and! baggage, rolled rapidly to the bottom. In my way down, I 
roared out with vehemence for afiiftance, but every perfon bein^ 
engaged in more interefting bufinefs, no notice was taken of 
my clamours. My fituation would have been very comloriSe®,* 
had. r not perceived Noor Mahomed paffing clofe by me, whofe 
help I earneftly intreated. After a long hcfitation, and a hearty 
curfe which I bore with patience, he confented to ftay, and having 
affiftcd in collefting my fcattered garments, and repaiiing the 
mule’s tackle, we proceeded together. Dining a fmart debate, in 
which his illiberal conduft and my ill luck were keenly reprobated, 
it was found that we had ftrayed from the path. ' fiut the ^ffefts 
of a mutual fear, foon abforbed the late grievance, and united 
our exertions in difcovering the right path, which w^ij'foufed 'after 
much groping. 

Crossing a range of rocky hills, which extends with little 
intervention of valley for the Ipace of about eight miles, we entered 

a wide 
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It .wSde plain well watered and interfperfed with walled’villages* 
The Kabul river runs through this plain, over which, at the dif- 
tance of four or five miles to the fcuthward of the city, is a bridge * 
built of bricks.' On our approach to the capital, an aflive 
fcene of perfonal decoration took place, yet in a fafhion very dif- 
ferent from that of the beaus of Europe. Inllead of powdering 
and curling the hair of the head, a Mahometan is there clofe Ihorn, 
and fo far from thinking that beauty is imparted by a fmooth 
chin, he meafures the comelinefs of his countenance, even the 
extent of honour, by the length and breadth of his beard.-j- It is 
no uncommon oath in this country to fwear by the beard ; and to 
call a man bud reijh^ or bad beard, is held a bitter reproach, but 
petit maitres are not wanting among the Mahometans, efpecially 
in the exhibition of the beard } and though they do not^apply to 
it iharechale powder or pomade divine, it is clipped into fome fa- 
vourite lhape with much nicety, and Ihould the natural hue be 
not liked, it is ftained with a fhining black colour,]; which lafts a 
long time. Imagining from the behaviour of Noor Mahomed, 
that I fhould not fee him again, and wifhing to make-a final trial 
of his difpofition, I defired him to fix fome period for the pay- 
ment of his debt, which a fair and very Ihoi t account ftated at 

* Called'Byramy, 

The Perfians, A%hans, and moft of the natural Turks, encourage the growth 
Vf the beard ; while the Indian Mohometans, Fatans excepted, ordinarily ihare it, 

':t This dye is compofedof Indigo, Mid the learesiof the Irony Ihiuh. 
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five fiiillings. He obferved with much indifference, that the road 
was an improper place for the adjuftment of accounts, and that he 
would take fome future occafidn for the purpofe. 

In the evening I arrived at Kabul, fifteen cofles, the capital of 
tier 'Afghan empiie j and, after a long fearch, found a Georgian, 
for whom I had brought a letter of introduftion, from^his coun-. 
u jman at Kalhmirej having read the letter, he made me an .offer 
of half his appartment, and fuch affiftance as a ftranger might 
need. This acceptable tender was embraced with little circum- 
bcution, and I was immediately received into a mefs, which 
then conlifted of Bagdafir the Georgian, and the Armoiiati 
whom I mentioned to have made the circuitous route from Pe.* 
fhour to Kabul. My hoft refided in a karavanferai, onCe paid by 
foreign traders, and had paffed twenty years of his life at Kabul. 
My firft care was to difclofe to him the injured ftate of my 
bUl; at which be fhook his head, obferving, that as no letter 
in it feemed legible, it was not to be expefted men would come 
forward in a bufinefs, that would in any fhape, take money 
from them. The Merchants of Kabul, he ^d, differed much 
in their mode of dealing, from thofe of India, and with diffi- 
culty, were brought to difeharge payments demanded on the 
cleareft authority, much lefs on a plea fo equivocal as that of 
mine. The truth of this reafoning was on the next day fully 
proved, for not a merchant of the city, and all were applied to, 
would even attempt to decypher the paper, when he underftood it 

contained 
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(^tained an order of payment. This event fenfibly affefted 
my future progrefs, and I feared would detain me at Kabul 
v'ntil clearer credentials were obtained. Another occurrence be- 
fell me at this time, of a much more trivial natuiej but as it 
ferves to pourtray perhaps a national character, may deferve a 
notice. , 

The muleteer, who had accompanied me from Pefliour, 
charged me with having given him a counterfeit rupee on the 
road, and now required its exchange. He had before made 
known to me his fufpicion of this piece of money, which one 
of the paflengers had given him, and had folicited my inter- 
ference for redrefs. When I recounted this fadt, reprobating alfo 
the fliamelefs frauduicney of the attempt, the boy, for he was 
not more than fixteen years of age, daringly told me to fpare 
my words and pay the money, or he would prefer a double 
complaint againfl: me, and make oath to the kazzi, that none 
of the mule-lure had been paid ; though himfelf had witnefled the 
advance of half the hire at Pelhour. Plis youthful appearance, 
and fo intrepid a declaration, united in fti iking me with horror, 
and I inftantly put my hand to my purfe to prevent his puipolc, 
when Bagdafir, ’vho had heard our difeourfe, inf 'led that no 
money flaould be paid w'itbout an order from tliejydgf.j .fTh&y 
went to .that ofEcei’s court, where the muletper^lwqhojst a wince, 
made oath to the truth pf his demand, which V'as foithwith paid 
VoL, IL I ' 
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by Bagdafliv who returned crofGng himfelf, and congratulated my 
eafy efcape from the clutches of a young incarnate devil. 

By fleeping in the open air I imagine, and on nitrous ground, 
a fever, accompanied with an ague, feized me a few days after 
iaf arrival at Kabul, the effefts of which were fingularly violent. 
The fever, during its continuance, caufed a delirious ftypefacfion, 
and created an infatiable thirft, which frequently relieving by 
draughts of extremely cold water, it feemed at once to gufli from 
every pore, and drenched me in profufe perfpiration. When the 
fit of ague commenced, my bed-cloths, with thofe of Bagdalir, 
and all the horfe-covering that could be procured, were heaped on 
me, but to little purpofe ; for I lay in the Rate of the damned, 
fuch can be 'formed by human idea, until the paroxyfm had 
wreaked its vengeance. My body was filled with fpots of a very 
bright colour, ihaded between purple and crimfon, which I Ihould 
have beheld with pleafure, thinking that fuch eruption would 
diminifli the difeafe, had not an Armenian pronounced them a 
fymptom of the plague. This opinion gave a common alarm j. 
and though no alteration appeared in the condudt of Bagdrfir, it 
■operated ftrongly on the fears of my neighbours, and they were 
difpofed to exclude me from their quarter, when I confidently 
afferted that the fever of the plague always produced its crifis in 
three days. Seeing that I had endured Rven, and preferved a.brilk 
flow of fpirits, their apprehenfioa was much allayed, and the 
fcheme of banilhment fet afide. 
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"^Endeavouring one day to look through the tuTie of my to- 
bacco-pipe with my right eye, the left being doled, I perceived it 
/to be wholly without fight. This was a mortifying event, and 
that my ills might be more grievous, I was afflided with a /pitting 
•of blood, Bagdafir.now called in a dodor of phyfic, who after 
pronouncing me in a deplorable Rate, and that little ihort of a 
miracle could fave me, undertook the cure, through the medium 
of fome medicine only known, he faid, to himfelf, and which had 
never failed of fuccefs. Entertaining from the difcourle of my 
phylician, but a /lender opinion of his ability, I ufed, under dif- 
ferent pretences, to fend Bagdafir out of the room, and difpo/ed 
of the medicine where no injury could be done. The diforder 
having direded its full force againft me for the /pace of twenty 
days, began, as if wearied vnth the exertion, to abate, and in a 
Ihort time it wholly ccafed, but my frame was fo /battered and my 
nerves fo much relaxed, that I could fcarcely crawl about, and the 
dealt noife produced a violent tremor. In the courfe of my illnefs 
I was vifited by many of the Armenians, and one of them, a zea- 
lous devotee, defired me to fw allow fome fmall rolls of paper, on 
which were written certain myfterious words, infallible, he faid, in 
their e/Feds, upon the bodies of pious chri/lians. 

1 EXPRESSED my thanks to this dealer in /^Is, emd f^adily 
'agreed to take his dofc, Ihould Bagdafir who was my abfplute di- 
redor, give a/Tent. On an inve/hgation into their virtue, he per- 
mitted me, though with rdudance, for he abhorred the Armenian 
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fe£l:, to eat them, at the fame time exprefsing ftrong doubts of their 
efficacy. But whether from 'not lacing a member of the orthodox 
faith, as the Aimenian urged, or according to the Georgian, from 
the heretical preparation of the charm, I received no benefit, in- 
■/(teed I grew daily worfe, as the ficknefs was, then in its progreffive 
ftage, 

Observing on my arrival at Kabul, a tommon toleration' of 
religions that Chriflians, Hindoos and Jews, openly profefled 
their creed, and purfued their occupations without moleftation ; 
and aware alfo that the Mahometan charafter would deprive me 
of the advantage of Bagdafir’s connexion,' I had informed him 
that I was a native of Europe^ returning from India into my 
own country. 'At firlb I defigned' to take the riaracf of a French- 
man, but the wandering temper of that people, who Array into 
every corner of the earth, made me fear detedlion 5 and had I been 
hardy enough to become an Englifliman, one of thofe who have 
abforbed the Mahometan power in India, and in this country have 
obtained a fuperior military reputation, I Ihould perhaps at this 
day, have been a bombadier in the corps of Timur Shah’s artillery. 
To avoid thefe rifques, I denominated myfelf a Spaniard. 

It was with much fatisfaftion I law the road from Kabul to 
Perfia open, and a fair profpefl: of performing the journey into 
Europe, by the route which I had originally propofed. Two Ar- 
menian travellers, who had gone by fea from Aftracan to Ure 
Gunje, a Tartar Ration on one of the rivers at the head of the 
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pa4)i&n, and thence to Kabul, by the road of Bochara and Balk^ 
were earneft in perfuading me to purfue their tra6t as the fhortefl: 
and moft free from danger. Yet in this fcheme were fome clicn- 
tial defefts. The Perfian language, on which was founded my 
chief fupport, would in this route render me little ufe, I learned 
alfo that the winter of Bochara was fevere and long, that the Urq 
Gunje river, continued frozen until the month of March, and that 
po Ruffian vefl'el came there before May ; though a journey from 
Kabul to the northern Ihore of the Cafpian, by the way of Tar- 
tary, might be performed in two months and a half, yet by 
ivinding at Bochara, and the eventual delays of procuring a 
paflage by fea, it did not feem probable that I fhould reach 
Aftracan before the enfuing June. This reafon, with the dif^ 
/like of vifiting a wutitry now ^barren of events or of any gran^ 
objeft of curiofxty, determined me to enter Pcrlia, where a 
knowledge of the language would affift in extending refearch, 
-as well as combat with more probable fuccefs, the difficulties 
incident to my fituation. 

Having too fully, I fear, expatiated on perfonal concerns, I 
will now purfue the more ulcful tendency of this letter, and 
inform you that Kabul, the relidence of Timur Shah and the 
capital of his dominion, is a willed city of about a ni^e^a:nd 
a half in circumference, and fityated on the eaftern fide of a 

. . f.j r. : y 

range of two united hills, defciibyig generally the figure of a 
femicircle. The fortification, whiph is - of a. fimjple conftrucHon, 

with 



I'ORS'l’ER’S TRAVELS. 


with fcarcely a ditch, and the houfes built of rough ftones^ 
clay, and unbuoicd bricks, exhibit a mean -appearance, and are 
ill fuited to die grandeur which 't expected to fee in the capital 
of a great empire. But the Afghans are a rude unlettered 
people, and their chiefs have little propenfity to the refinements 
of life, which indeed their country is ill qualified to„ gratify. > 

From the Indus to the vreftem limit of this exteniiVe ter- 
ritory, there is an invariable deficiency of wood; infomuch, 
that the lower clafs of people in the northern quarter, fuffer 
as much, perhaps from a want of fuel in the winter ibtfon, aS 
thofe of other countries would do from a fcarcity of proi 
vifions. 

fiAtAo StR, the name of die ‘Shaba’s p'alacd, where alfo the 
houlhold fervants, guards, and the Haves are lodged, ftands on 
a rifing ground in the eaftern quarter of the city, and exhibits 
hut a flender teftimony of the dignity of its mafter. Having no- 
ticed what has not been done to decorate Kabul, I mull: not omit 
to mention the works of Ali Murdan Khan. This omrah, wh» 
held an eminent ftation in the fervice of' Jehanguir; created, 
nearly in the centre of the city, four fpa clous bazaars, or 
market places in a line, which confift of a range of apartments 

' f t 

on each fide of two floors, the lower appropriated to merchants, 
and that above to private ufe. jTie intermediate fpace between 
the ranges, is covered by an arched roof, and each bazaar is 
feparated by an open fquare, which was fupplied with foun- 
tains, 
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fsdm, "but now choaked with filth or occupied by the mcaneft order 
of mechanics. Ali Murdan has left behind him naany monuments 
of liberality and tafie ; the grandefi:^ though now in ruins, is feen 
in the vicinity of Dehli, and difplays at once a defign, ufeful and 
magnificent. 

DoRitjG the fplendid sera of Dehli, when it covered accord- 
ing to popular tradition, a fpace of twenty miles, the inhabi- 
tants who refided at a diftance from the Jumna, which Ikirted 
only one of its angles, experienced much difficulty in procuring 
river water, that of the wells not being efteemed fo falubrious. 
Ali Murdan, deiirous of reliewngthis common grievance, furveyed 
the land to the weftward, and faw that a fluice, opened from the 
Jumna, where that river approaches Kama], would from the de- 
clivity of the ground,, introduce water into the back part of the 
city and condufl: it through all the quarters. The defign was put 
in execution, and to reward his fuccefs and preferve tlie work iiv 
good condition, Ali Murdan was vefted with the privilege of levy- 
ing a certain tax, on thofe houfes which enjoyed the ufes of the 
canal. Water was conveyed by tliis branch of the Jumna, form- 
ing a diftance of more than one hundred miles and afford- 
ed a commodious fupply to all the inhabitants; nor, did the 
canal fall into decay, until the period of the Perfian and A%ban' 
invafions. Ali Murdan, who in his tafte,and difpbfition would 
not have difgraced the Roman Lucullus, beftowed on the public 
numerous edifices and gardens ; one of which thickly lhaded with 

cyprefs 
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q-prefs ti’ces, ft>mds in tlic cmnrons of Pefliour, and anotlier at 
Ximlalr, a fmali-'village lying about eighty miles to the fouth-eaft 
of Kabul, on the Pcfluiur road.' 

, ' A' RisPF.CT for tlie memory of this omrah has, perhaps led 
me into too wiJe a deviation from which I will now return, and 
inform you that the dilfricls of Kabul abound in excellent provi- 
fions, and that its market is' arranged in a neater manner and.in9re 
like that of an European town, than any I have feen in Alia. The 
fruits are of a good kind and in great plenty, as apples, pears, 
peaches, pomegi-anates and a variety of grapes. • , 

This quarter of Afghaniftan, polTeffing but few Indian produo. 
tions, receive fugars and cotton cloths, chiefly from-Pefliour, whw 
ther if fends iron, leather and tobarxo. To '.Kandahar it exports 
iron, leather and lamp oil, whence there turns are made in fun- 
dry rnanufadfures of Perfia and Europe, with a large fupply of 
melons of an excellent fort. The Tartars of Bochara, bring to 
Kabul the horfes of Turkiftan, furs and hides, the latter refcinbling 
thofe in Europe, called Bulgar, the amount of which is applied 
to the purchafe of Indigo, and other commodities, of . India, d; . 

The adjacent parts of Ufoeck Tartary of which Balk* is tho 
capital, hold a fpecies of dependency on Timur Shah and maintain 
a common intercourfe with Kal^ul. ; I have, feen 'the great bazaar, 
crowded with Ulbecks, who have the fame call: of features as the 

* This city is about two hundred miles to the north- weft of Kabul. 
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(Chincfe and Malays, but more harfh. Among the foreign, n'a-. 
tions who frequent this city, the Hindoos, chiefly of Pcfliour, 
contribute more than any other to enrich it, by a fuperior in- 
duftry and knowledge of commerce ; and they enjoy under the 
Afghan government, a liberty and proteftion, little fliort of that 
experienced by the inhabitants of our Indian pofleflions. The 
benefits derived by a ftate from tlie refidence of any clafs of people, 
ufually enfure to them a fecurity of perfoti and property j but the 
Hindoos of Kabul are indebted, I believe, for fpecial indulgence to 
one of their own fed, who controuls the revenues of the Shah, ' 
and ftands high in favour. The environs of Kabul are, chiefly 
occupied by garden grounds, and watered by numerous ftreams ; 
the largefl: running through the city, over which is a fmall bridge,* - 
affords a plentiful fupply of falubrious water. 

Kabul as has been before noticed, ftands near the foot of two 
conjoined hills, whofe length has nearly an eaft and weft direftion. 
Towards the bafe of the eaflern ftands, on a flat projeflion, a for- 
tified palace, wliich was formerly the habitation of the governors 
of the city; but it has been converted by Timur Shah into a, 
ftate prifon, where the brothers of this prince and other branches 
of his family are kept in confinement. Above this building is- 
fecn a fmall tower on a peak, whence the ground rifes to a 
confiderable height, and is united by a neqk of lower land to the 

* Called I have fmee been inrormed the Pool Miltan. 
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other hill. From the peak, a ftone wall extends over the fummits 
of the two hills, and is terminated at the bottom of the wefter-' 
moft by an ordinary -fedOubt. 

THfi'Afghans arc the indigenous pofllflbrs of a traft of coun- 
try;' which ftietches fiom the mountains of Tartary to ceitain 
parts of the gulf of Cambay and Perfia ; and from tlie Indus < 
to the confines of Peifia. The inhabitants of this wide domain, 
have no written charafter and fpeak a language peculiar to them- 
fclves. They are a robuft, hardy race of men, and being gene-- 
rally addifted to a ftate of predatory warfare, their manners- 
largely partake of a barbarous infolence, and they avow a fixed 
contempt for the occupations of civil life. Though in fome of ouit 
hiftories of Afia, the natives of Afghaniftan are' denominated Tar- 
tars, I am prompted to fay, that they bear no refemblance to thofe 
people, either in their perfoiis, manners, or language. 

Certain territories of Afghaniltan, were conquered in the' 
ninth century by the khans of Bochara, of the Samani race, and: 
annexed to the Tartar principality of Khorafan, from whence* 
a fubordinate chief was deputed to govern at Guizni. But it'iloes 
not appear that the northern quarter of the country was fubdued 
until the reign of Mahmoud,* the fecond prince of the GiznavL 
dynafty, v;ho compleated the conqueft of AFghaniftan. No fub- 
ftantial tradition of the Afghans or the Hate of their country is 


* He reigned in the eleventh century 
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<Tound on record, until the year of the chriftian aera, 997, when 
/Sabuftagi, a Tartar ofHcer, in the fervice of the chief of Kho- 
rafan, who was fubjeft at that period to Munfur at Samani,* 
the great khan of Bochara, having at his mafter’s death, fuc- 
ceeeded to the territory, renounced the Tartar vaffalage, and ex- 
tending iiis conqucfts to Afghaniftan, made Ghizni the capital 
of his empire. 

The Ghiznavi dominion, which involved a large portion of 
; Perfia and Hindoftan, acquired chiefly by the arms of Mahmoud, 
the fon of Sabuftagi, fiourilhed for the fpace of two hundred 
and feven years, when it was wrefted from Kufro, the laft of 
the race of Sabu6tagi, by the Afghan Mohomed Ghori.-f- This 
prince bequeathed to Eldoze, a favorite Have, his poflelRons weft 
of the Indus, which were quickly overrun by a Perfian prince of 
' Kharifm, whofe fuccelTor Tillal-ud-Dein, was compelled to fly 
before the vifVorious fword of Zinzis.:j: 

' , From the period of that revolution, till the invallon of Timur 
Beg, the hiftory of the Afghans is immerfed in general obfeurity j 
and little fatisfaftory knowledge of their government has been com- 
municated to us, except by Ferifhta, who fays that in tlie year 
125;, Mahmoud, a Patan, king of Dchli, drove the Moghul Tar- 

* The fifth prince of that dynafty. 

t So called from Ghor a diftiiift or principal town, in the northern town in the 
northern part of Afghaniftan, 

This event happened about the year 1242. . 
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' fire j this, when dlfiblved in warm water and mixed with bread, be- 
comes equally favoury and nonrifliing. Their butter and cheefe, 
are invariably made of the milk of fheep, which in this country, is 
faid to be better adapted to the ptirpofe than that of Kine. The 
cheefe I thought of a good quality, though this opinion might have 
arifen from my long ufagc to a courfe of flender diet. 

The cuftoms of the Afghans, agreeably to the curfory obfer- 
vations I made, feem in all the greater lines, fimilar to thofe of 
other Mahometan nations } with that difference which neceflarily 
arifes from climate, and from the difpofition of a rude and polite 
people. Their women are concealed, though not in a very rigid 
manner j nor are they fo much devoted to the pleafures of the 
'haram, as the Indians, Perfians; or Turks. They avow an abhor- 
rence of that unnatural paffion to which many of the Mahometan 
feels are adicted; and the perpetrators are punifhed with feverity. 

The government of the Afghans, muft ever receive a weighty 
bias from the genius of their ruler, and the degree of authority he 
may polTefs. But when not couftrained, as in the prefent reign, 
by fome extraordinary power or capacity of the prince, they' dif- 
perfe into focieties, and are guided by the ruder principles of a 
feudal conftitution. Conformably to this fyftera, the different 
chieftains ufually refide in fortified villages, where they excrcife an 
acknowledged, though a moderate fway over their vaflals, and yield 
a carelefs obedience to the orders of government. Rarely any 
appeal is made to the head of the Rate, except in cafes which may 

involve 
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involve a common danger j when I have feen the authority of the; 
Shah interpofed with fuccefs. 

The land-holders are aflefled, according to their capacity, in 
a ftipulatcd fum, which is paid into the public treafury ■, but as it 
is known that the demand of a large tax would be refifted, the go- 
vernment is temperate and lenient in its treatment of the native. 
Afghan fubjedts. 

The armies of the empire are compofed of a diverlity of nar- 
tlons j but the beft troops are drawn from the Afghan diftridls ; 
each of which, on the event of fervice, furnilh a ftated quota at 
a low rate, and look for a greater reward in chance of war. The 
cities and towns are chiefly inhabited by Hindoos and Mahometans 
of the Punjab, who were eflabliflied by the former princes of Hin- 
doftan, to introduce commerce and civilization into their weftem^ 
provinces j many families of Tartar and Perfian extraftion are- 
alfo difperfed through different parts of Afghaniftan. The latter 
are denominated Parfewauns, the other Moguls ;* but they have 
both adopted the ufe of the Perfian language j and it may not be 
fuperfluous to obferve, tliat the Tartar -f conquerors of India, a 
defcendant of whom ftill (its on tht throne of Deh'i, made the 
Perfian charadler and language the common medium of record and, 

* The traders in hotfes and fruits, who make annual journies intolntnai-are chiefly 
of this joint clafs 

t 'Fhe furkifli is the vernacular language of that region of Tartarj', which gave- 
birth to the race of Timm. 
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correfpondencej throughout their dominion ; an ufage at this day 
preferved in all the Mahometan Rates of Hindoftan. 

To throw fomc light on the modern hiftory of Afghaniftan, it 
is neceffary to defcribe fome events which were produced in 
that c[uarter and in Perfia, previoufly to the invafion of Nadir 
Shah. , 

About the year 1720, an army of Afghans, commanded by 
Mahmud, the fon of Meervais, a chieftain of Kandahar, invaded 
Perfia, and after a feries of fucceffes, he became poffelTed of Ifpa- 
han, the fultan Huffeyn with all his fons, except Thamas Mirza, 
who made his efcape, were made prifoners. Mahmud held pof- 
leffion of the capital and the fouthern provinces until his death, 
when the fuccellion devolved on Afhruff, an Afghan of the fame 
tribe, who in the year 1730, continued to exercife a fovereign 
power in the interior parts of the country. About this period, 
Thamas Mirza, who had fled from the Afghan arms, raifed a body 
of military adherents, and ultimately aided by the prowefs of 
Nadir his principle officer, made a vigorous attack upon the Af- 
ghan ufurper j AflirufF maintained fome obftihate conflifts with 
the Perfian army, which was wholly commanded by Nadir, the 
moft intrepid and fuccefsful foldier of the eaft ; but he was com- 
pelled to yield to the fupeiior genius of his enemy, and in retiring 
towards Kandahar with not more than a hundred men, he was at- 
tacked by a party of his marauding countrymen, and cut off after 
A defperate defence. 
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A POWERFUL feft of Afghans, denominated Abdali, encou- 
raged by the diftrafled ftate of Perfia, had feized on Herat,* a large 
fortified city in Khorafan, and were preparing to reduce the pro- 
vince, when they were encountered by Nadir, who totally routed 
their army 3 fifteen thoufand, it is faid, being killed and wounded, 
and five thoufand made prifoners. Having recovered the territo- 
ries, which the Turks and RulBans had difmembered from Perfia 
during the weak reign of Huffeyu, and expelled the Afghans, 
Nadir Shah depcrfed Thamas, and entering Afghaniftan in the 
year 1737 with a large army, laid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Kandahar, which was at that time held by Huffeyn Khan, an in- 
dependant Afghan chief. The exertions of this officer, aided by 
the natural advantages of his lituation, detained the Perfian in 
the vicinity of Kandahar, for the fpace of eighteen months, At 
the furrender of the fortrefs and other adjacent ftrong holds, Nadir 
made fo temperate a ufe of his vidtory, that about four thoufand 
Afgh,anSi^ommanded by two of the officers of Huffeyn, were in- 
duced to join his army ; and it is mentioned that thefe troops, 
during the Indian expedition, rendered him effential fervice. 

In the annals of that period, I have made diligent fearch for 
the name of Abdali Ahmed Khan, the founder of the modern em-‘ 
pire of Afghaniftan 3 but I have not been able to procurewny ac- 
curate information of his origin or military progrefs, until he 
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* Suppofed to be Aria of the ancients. 
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ftarted forth with fo'brilliant a fuccefs at the death of Nadir Shah. 
That he was aa Afghan there is no doubt, as the faft is fully 
proved in the perfon of his fon Timur Shah j yet from Dowe’s 
hiftory, he has been brought into our notice by the name of the 
Perfian Abdalli j by various records and oral tradition of the life 
of Nadir Shah, it is feen that he maintained a party of Afghans 
in his fervicc, and having received in tlie latter period of his reign, 
a general teftimony of the difafFeftion and meditated treachery of 
his Perfian officers, he refolved to reduce them to obedience, or 
cut them off by the affiftance of his foreign Troops j among whom, 
the Afghans, then, commanded by Ahmed Khan, were dillin- 
guilhed by pre-eminent marks of favor. 

The aflaffination of Nadii^ was immediately followed by a 
furious attack on the Afghan troops, conlifting of four or five 
thoufand men j but their intrepid chief, though affailed by the 
w'hole Perfian army, effefted a fafe retreat into his own country, 
where, feizing on a large treafure which the governor of Kabul, 
not yet apprized of the fate of Nadir, had difpatched to the Per- 
fian camp, and raifing a numerous force, he 'w^s acknowledged 
the fovereign of the Afghan territories, by the title of Ahmed 
Shah. After eftabliffiing his authority at home, he penetrated 
into the northern quarters of India, which felt the force of his 
arm, and long groaned under the Afghan defolation. 

Ahmed Shah having run through a long and arduous mili- 
tary carreer, and acquired even the charafter of a temperate and 
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juft prince, died in the year 1773, in the vicihity of the new city of 
Kandahar,* which he had defigned to be the ca])ital of Afghaniftan. 
This prince was fucceeded by his fon Timur, who keeps his court in 
the city of Kabul 5 to preferve the foreign poffelhons of his father, 
he made in the firft part of his reign, fome defultory expeditions 
into India,; but on the ilTue of an unfucccfsful campaign with the 
Sicques, he was compelled to relinquifli the whole of the Punjab 
territory. At this day he retains, on the eaft fide of the Indus, 
the principality of Kalhmire, the diftridt of Attack, with fome 
Icattered divifions of Moultan, including the city and the territory 
of Scind. Yet Timur Shah derives but few real advantages from 
his Indian domain. Scind at the period of my journey, was in a 
degree difmembered from his empire j no revenue had been remit- 
ted to Kabul for the fpace of two years, or any raeafure adoptee) 
to enforce obedience. And the governor of Moultan, confiding 
on his remote diftance from the empire and the inaftive difpofition, 
bf _grince, Ihews only that attention to the orders of govern- 
ment, which is raoft accordant with his puipofes. From tliis out- 
line you will perceive, that the Afghan dominion in India, does 
not ftand on a flourifhing ground that under the aufpices of 
Timur, few marks of its extenfion are evinced ; or that it im- 
parts any leading influence in the affairs of Hindoftan. . 

* Nadir Shah deftroyed the old fortrela of Kandahar, mhich flood on the top of a 
high rocky hill, and founded on a contiguous plain, a city entitled Nadirabad ; it ivas 
completed by Ahmed Shah, and is now only known by the name of Kandahar. 

La Rumours 
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Rumours wafted from the court of Dehli, have occafionally 
agitated our quarter of India, and taught us to believe that Timur 
with a mighty hoft, had croffed the Indus, and was making rapid 
marches to Dehli, to reftore the loft authority of the Moghul 
empire. But this is au empty talc, framed to laife the fpidts 
of a decaying drooping court, or amufe the dreaming politicians 
of the day. It is indeed, fo oppofite to the truth, that the Af- 
ghan prince, inftead of urging a foreign enterprize, feems afraid 
to move from his capital.* At this time a common outcry of 
the foldiery prevails againft the Shah, for a large failure of mi- 
litary payments) and it appears that fmee the year 1780, when 
he vifited Peftiour, where he was treacheroufly attacked by^ » 
party of difaiFeftcd Afghans, he has fliewn no defire, of leaving 
Kabul.f 


* since that period Timur Shah, has appeared in the field and proceeded to the pro- 
vince of Moultan ; but his operations, futile and indecifive, have terminated after mucitl 
negociation and threat, in a manifeft incapacity to complete the redudlion of a nominaji 
tributary ; and having dilTolved the charm that popular opinion bad ini^rdSefi “ia hut 
name, he returned inglorioully into his own country. 

Nile hy the Editers, 

f Some recent advices from India mention, that in the autumn of 1796, Zemaun 
Shah, the fucceflbr of Timur, had invaded the Punjab, and having completely routed 
the forces of the Sicques, had gained polTeffion of Lahore ; but was Toon after re- 
called from thence to Kandahar by a rebellion excited there, during his abfence, y a 
difeontented chief, named Morad Khan. Thefe accounts add that he was fuppofed to 
have fuppreffed this infurieftion, and to be preparing to re-enter India witli a very 
confiderable army. 


ExcLV' 
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Exclusive of his Afghan and Indian dominions, Timur 
Shah is polTeffed of a large divifion of Khorafan, which taking 
in the city of Herat, extends on the north to the vicinity of 
Niftiabor and Turlhilh, and on the fouth to the lefler Irak. 
This prince, whom I have feen, is about forty fix years of age, 
his perfoi^is above the middle fize and rather corpulent ; and, for 
a native of Afghaniftan, is complexion is dark. In token of impe- 
rial dignity, he wears on days of ceremony, a high cap of black 
velvet, with a top of a quadrangular form. 

From a want of vigor in the government, a thin population, 
and the averfion of the Afghans to civil occupations, the reve- 
nue of Timur Shah bears an inadequate proportion to the ex- 
tent of his dominion. In Mr. Dowe’s Hlftory of Hindoftan, it 
is faid that Ahmed Shah pofleffed a revenue of three millions 
fterling, and maintained a Handing body of one hundred thoufand 
cavalry. If fuch was the Hate of that prince’s power and refources, 
it hath greatly decreafed in the reign of hi.s fucccflbr j whofe 
whoIeTorce^ccording to the information I procured in the country, 
does not exceed'thirty thoufand men, or his revenue a million 
of our money. 

Cavalry conftitutes the chief military ftrength of Afghan- 
iftan, which as well from its own diitiids, as its contiguity, 
to Tartary and Perfia, procures good horfes,* at a moderate rate. 

* A ferviceable horle procured at Kabul, from five to fix pounds iterling. 

A corps 
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A corps of infantry armed with matchlocks, compofes alfo a part 
of the Afghan army ; but, as in countries where cavalry is formed 
of the higher claffes of the people and denominates military honor 
and rank, this body is held in low account, and is little fupe- 
wor to the undifciplined foldiery of India; and the Afghan ar- 
tillery, may without depreciating it, be eftimated by the jgme fcalo 
of comparifon. Certain of the brothers of Timur Shah have 
laifed occafional commotions in the government, and one of them 
named Sicunder, was in open rebellion, but it was quelled 
without producing any violent effeft. This prince who hitherto 
experiences the obedience and filial duty of his own family, has 
appointed two of his fons, grown to manhood, to the feparat? 
fharge of Kandahar and rierat; both'irf thfefn Iiv6 in'hi’mony 
with their father and are efteemed by the people. 

The remains of a colony of Annenians, which Nadir Shah 
had captured in his Turkifli war, and eftabliflied in the nor- 
thern parts of Perfia, whence it was removed by Ahmed Shah 
into Afghaniftan, are now refiding at Kabul. Thgjf^ilermarry 
with their own women and are allowed the free ufe '6f' the 
chriftian religion, which is adminiftered by a national prieft. 
They were attached to the body-guard of the late Shah, whom 
they attended in his various expeditions ; anfd thofe who fur- 
vived, amounting to about one hundred, were fometime em- 
ployed by Timur in the like capacity ; but, fince this prince 
has perfonally relinquilhed the purfuits of a military life, and 

negledled 
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fiepflefted the maintenance of his army, the Armenians have 
fallen into great penury. They refide with their families 
in the precinfts of the Baku Sir, and are permitted within a 
preferibed limit, to exercife diferetionary occupations. Yet with 
all the induftry which the tribe fo abundantly poflelTes, they 
earn but^ fcanty pittance. In defpite of this grievance of the 
gloomy forrow prefled on them by poverty, by a condition of 
bondage, to which on this fide of mortality, the moft fanguine 
hope can fix no termination, they evince an unremitting aftivity 
in propagating their fpecies : and would feem determined to entail 
on their race, an equal portion of that mifery, which has fo 
largely fallen to their lot. 

From what has been already noticed, it were almoft fuper- 
fluous to fay that Timur Shah poflelles little enterprize or vigor 
of mind. For the laft feven years, he has fhewn little inclina- 
tion to military aftion, or the aggrandifement of his Empire. It 
is fnie, that allured by the hope of acquiring an eafy poffeffion 
of one of ti^c^beft cities, now remainining in Perfia, he fent a 
body of troops to befiege Mufehid, the capital of Khora- 
fan } but, the wretched equipment of his army and the flow pro- 
grefs of the fiege, which was commenced in the preceding year, 
equally Ihew a want of fpirit and ability. 

The Afghan government, when viewed as'ftatldirig on a ge- 
neral bafis of defpotifm, and compared with that of other Afiatic 
ftates, is not pregnant with injuftice or cruelty. Its edifts are 

feldom 
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feldom accompanied with bloodllied, nor is it inimical to any left 
of ftrangers. The foreign and native merchants, enjoy at Kabul 
an ample proteftion, and maintain their rights with a fpirit, 
rarely feen in a Mahometan country. Capital punilhments are 
leldom inflifted, and though the kinfmen of the Prince have 
formed frequent confpiracies againft the ftate, his hands are not 
ftained with the blood of his family. Such are the virtues of Ti- 
mur Shah, which were exemplified in various inftances, during my 
relidence at his- capital. The ruling vice of this prince is avarice j 
from a dread of the fierce and untraftable fpirit of the Afghans, 
its effefts are not feverely felt in the colleftion of the territorial 
revenue ; but it preffes hard on the foldiery and houlhold fervants j 
on artificers, and on thofe merchants who unwarily vend their 
wares to the court without prompt payment. The fafts, however 
defultory, that have been adduced, do not warrant the opinion 
that Timur Shah is an objeft of dread to the bordering ftates, or 
that he is juftly entitled, the comet of the eaft, who we have been 
taught to believe, will at fome unexpefted momen£,y4lioot acrofs 
the Indus and the Ganges, and confume even our remote province 
of Bengal. 

The chief ftrength of the Afghan prince, I prefume to fay, is 
derived from the weaknefs and difeord of his neighbours. Were 
the Sicque chiefs not more apprehenfive of a domeftic increafing 
influence, than defirous of fubduing a conftitutional enemy, they 
would, it may be fairly inferred, fpeedily extinguilh the Afghan 

government 
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government in India ; and flionld the Perfian force be thrown into 
a body, under the conduft of an able leader, it is not only pro- 
bable, that the difmembered diwfion of Khorafan would revert to 
its ancient poffeffors, but that the Afghans would again feel a 
foreign yoke. — With an earneft apology for this long letter, I 
remain, «. 


Yours, &c. 


U 
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LETTER XIV. 


DEAR SIR, 


, Having in vain endeavoured to procure 

payment of my defaced bilJ, I Ibid it at half price to Bagdafir, 
my Georgian hoft, who agreed to abide by the chan^ of ob- 
taining the full amount. God forgive me for doubting the in- 
tegrity of rny Chrlftian hoft j but, fome obicure parts of the 
negociation, and the exorbitant prices, charged upon fundry ar- 
ticles which I purchafed from him, induced me to believe, that 
he had not played me fair. To throw ralh blame on a man, 
who had rendered me fuch eflential offices of humanity, and who, 
is 'cut off from every help of vindication, were a breach of one 
of the grand bonds of fociety. Nor had this fufpicion been com- 
municated, did it not lead to fubftantiate an obfervation I have 
often made ; that a man, though devoted to the frridl obfer- 
vance of the minuteft ceremony of his religion, with a mind o£- 
tenfibly fixed on objects lying beyond mortality, %ho, like the 
Georgian, loudly chants his morning and evening prayers, and on 
his beads, numbers a long lift of martyred faints, Ihall at the 

Ma 
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fame time, eagerly grafp at every advantage, which our world 
holds out to him •, nor ftiall he give even farthings to the poor. 
This covering has happily in the civilized world, become thread- 
bare and flimfy, and except in fanatic conventicles, is feldom exhi- 
bited with fuccefs. 

Having made the requifitc preparations for myjourney, 
and hired one fide of a camel, on which a pannier was fufpended 
for my accommodation, 1 joined a party proceeding to Kandahar. 

On the firft September, at Killah Kazzee, the remains of a 
fort, three furfungs* diftant from Kabul. This being a kafilah of 
camels, which in Afghaniftan and Perfia, are ufually driven in the 
night, that the heat of the day and the effefts of thirft, may be lefg 
felt, we departed on the evening of the aad, and early next mor- 
ning halted on a barren plain, five furfungs. The road lay 
through fcattered hills of a moderate height, and a country thinly 
cultivated. 

It is neceflary to inform you, that I now appeared in the cha- 
radler of a Chriftian, conformably to the counfel of Bagdafir, who 
had confidently aflured me that no rifque would be incurred under 
fuch defcription j and, he expatiated alfo on the grievous fin of ' 
throwing out any falfe colours on the fcore of religion. But it 

f 

* Throughout this quarter of Afghaniftan and alt the dominion of Perfia, the 
land meafurement is calculated by furfungs, which may be roundly computed, at four 
Znglifh miles. In fome of the ancient authors, this meafurement is termed parafang, 
agreeably to the alphabet of the old Peific in which the letter F is not contained. 
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was foon feen that the exchange involved a multiplicity of troubles. 
Never perhaps, did the meek and patient member of primitive 
Chriftianity fuffer, among the Gentiles, greater indignity or more 
bitter reproach 3 martyrdom only was withheld ; and that ex- 
tremity of Chriftian honor, I was in perpetual dread of 5 though 
without any foretafte of thofe comforts, which flow from ardent ' 
zeal, or a confolatory belief that the church would derive either 
flrength or credit from my fufferings. 

The mode of travelling, which I had now adopted being pro- 
bably unknown to you,. I will give it as it deferves, a rough de- 
fcription. The camel appropriated to the accommodation of 
paffengers, carries two perfons, who are lodged in a kind of pan- 
nier laid loofely on the back of the animal. The pannier, termed 
in the Perfic, kldjahwah, is a wooden frame, with the fides 
and bottom of netted cords of about three feet long and two 
broad, and two in depth. The neceflaries of the paflengers are 
conveyed in the kid]ahwah» and the journey being ufually 
made in the night-time, it becomes the only place of his reft j 
for on the kafilah’s arrival at his ftation, he muft, immediately 
exert himfelf in procuring provifions, water and fuel 3 alfo in 
keeping an eye over his property to prevent theft. Had I beeni 
even much accuftomed to this manner of travelling, it muft havo 
been irkfome •, but a total want of pratlice, mad? it .exceflively, 
grievous. That you may not think my complaints ill-founded* 
or that I poliefs the ingenious though luihappy talent of creating 

cala- 
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calamities, I will lay before you a Ample detail of fa£ls. The 
box which I occupied, meafured -a length of two feet feven 
inches, with a breadth of one foot and a half and my height 
being five feet and nearly ten inches, you will necelTarily grant 
fh.At equal addrefs and force were required, to pack me in fo 
difproportionate a compafs. On reconnoitering the other fide of 
the camel, I dlfcovered, which alarmed me, an old woniaii'and 
an infant. My fears indeed were foon Verified, by the child 
beginning to cry and the nurle to fcold j nor did tlie alternate 
ftmin ceafe the whole night. Our camel, too, was the worfl: 
conditioned of the drove j and a want of ftrength made the 
poor animal ftumble and very reftive. His ill properties did 
not remain long concealed} for,- before the party had crept into 
their feats, the camel, which is accuftomed to receive its bur- 
then, in a kneeling pofture, fuddenly arofe, when I, the nurfe 
and child, with our various flock of equipment, fell to the ground 
in wide confufion ; I then firft experienced a tafte of thofe ills, 
which are attached to the profelTion of Chriftian faith, in Ma- 
hometan countries. 

The camel driver, an Afghan of the rudefl cafl, reprobated 
me in fevere terms as the caufe of the milliap; but, he could 
expett no good fortune, he faid, whilft in the fociety of an infidel, 
to whom, only, where to be attributed the falfe fleps, and 
numerous they were, of the camel. With much joy I dilco- 
vered, at the dawn of day, our halting place, where I was re- 
lieved 
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lieved from a complication ofdifcordant founds, and a cramp 
which had benumbed all my body. 

" At Kabul I had endeavoured to procure a fervant, know- 
ing that in my prefent charafter, I fliould foffer much incon- 
Veniency without foch an affiftant. But Bagdafir was aveife to 
the meafare, obferving that no Mahometan of charafter would 
enter my fervice, and that thofe who had overcome their fcru- 
ples would rob me. Waving therefore fo dangerous an accom- 
modation, I commenced the journey, with a refolution of boldly 
facing eveiy difficulty 3 yet to obtain the camel driver’s good 
will, I paid him more than the ufoal hire. 

On the 24th, in the morning, at Azeeabad, five furfungs. 
The country, which I reviewed at day- break, was interfperfed 
with low hills, and generally cultivated. Having now diftinftly 
rioticed our party, I perceived that Dowran, the riime of the 
conduftor, who plumed himfelf on being of the fame tribe as 
Timur Shah, had with him a younger brother for a helper, 
and five camels ; three of wh'ch carried merchandize, and two, 
pafiengers. The caigo of one of thefe having been deferibed, 
it remains to fay, that on the other fat an old Afghan lady of 
fome diftindlion, her daughter, very handfome, and two grand 
children. The dame began an early conteft with DowMii^ hilt 
after fome fmait Ikirmifhes, flie gained a compleat viftory over 
the driver, who fat down eafy under the defeat, by' obferving 
' that 
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that the lady had fprung from a noble race, and that the fhiil- 
nefs of her voice made his head ache. 

On the 25th, halted near a fmall fort, four furfungs. The 
night air was very cold, and the country prefented the barren 
afpedb of a bare plain, on which were fcattered hills of rock 
and fand. Dowran’s refufal of all afliftance, on ths fcore of 
my being an infidel and thereby unclean, obliged me to go 
daily in fearch of water and the dried dung* of camels, the 
only fuel of thefe parts, the kindling of which excited an ex- 
cruciating pain in my eyes. But having fortunately laid in a 
. fmall flock of bifeuit, tea and fugar, I fubfifted without much 
labour of cookery. This was I think, the firfl: period of my 
life, in which to ufe a trite phrafe, I had been thrown wholly 
on my back j for in the firfl: part of my journey, I ufually fared 
better than my companions. My manner was then confident, 
and the rough plenty of my board, procured many attentive 
adherents. The reverfe now befell me, I was treated on all 
fides with.fuch a brutal contempt, and experienced from a w^t 
of every help fo many embarralTments, that I’grievoiifly la- 
mented the difmiffion of my Mahometan covering; which I re- 
folved to take up on the moft favorable' occafion. 

The Armenians,' in the courfe of -journeying, are neither fub- 


* F,or the purpofe of coUefting'^this fuel, kalilihs feldotn vary their ftations. 
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Je( 3 : to the grievances which afFefted me j nor do they feel with 
much fenfibility the infults of the Mahometans j and by chiefly 
travelling with aflbciates of their own nation, a mutual aid is af- 
forded } befides thefe advantages, they poflefs a flexibility of man- 
ners, which receives a form from every people with whom they 
mix. J have feen them manage with infinite addrefs, the Hindoo, 
the Mahometan, and even the Jew > a race whom they afFe£t, on 
a religious principle to hold in abhorrence ; but the grand caufe 
of their hatred, is a clofe commercial rivalflrip. Treatment, at - 
which an Armenian would have fmiled or endured with profound 
fubmifllon, I Ihould either by my hands, or at leaft my tongue, 
have warmly refented : for though not ill verfed in the manners of 
the eaft, I never had fufficient forbearance to fubmlt to the re- 
proachful infolence which the Mahometans, efpecially the vulgar, 
exercife towards thofe of a different faith. 

Dowran, from my aukwardnefs in all culinary matters, and 
a want of ftrength to aflTifl: in loading his camels, the only quali- 
ties in his mind, conftituting an ufeful man, conceived a contemp- 
t'l ■ opinion of me, which he thought could not be more forcibly 
e leifed, than circulating a report in the kafilah that I was a Jew. 
j. was a new battery opened againfl: me, but having procured 
tL; protedion of the old Afghan lady, by fondling the children 
anu giving them fugar, I fuccefsfully combated Dowran, who had 
now altogether fubmitted to a female government. 

I On the 26th, at Ghizni, four furfurigs. This city remained 
VoL. II. N the 
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the capital of an extenfive, powerful empire for the fpace of four 
hundred years, and according to the hiftorian Ferifhta, was adorned 
by the Ghiznavi princes, particularly the great Mahmoud, with 
many a fumptuous and ftately pile. But, ah ! what humiliating 
forrow did I feel, how quickly did eveiy fpark of the pride inci- 
dent to humanity fubfide, on beholding the fallen ftate of Qhizni 1 
In vain did I look for its “ gorgeous palaces and cloud capt 
“ towers.” They had been long levelled with the duft, and 
fave feme fcattered mafles of milhapen ruins, not a monument 
is to be feen of Ghizni’s former grandeur. The town 
ftands on a hill of moderate height, at the foot of which runs 
a fmall river,* whole borders are occupied by fome fruit gar- 
dens. Its flender cxiftence is now maintained' by fome Hindoo 
families, who fupport a fmall trafEck, and fupply the wants of 
a few Mahometan refidents. 

At a fhort diftance from Ghizni, ftands the tomb of Mah- 
moud, where pilgrims refort from diftant places to fay their 
prayers. But as the religious a£fs of luch emigrants are ratedi 
by the degree of labour, length or danger of their journies, we 
are not to fuppofe that the pilgrimage improves either their 
heads or their hearts : though few moral benefits may accrue 
to the devotee from his wanderings, he derives from them a 
confiderable portion of fecular advantage. The Hadji, fo he is 

* Its current pafles to the weft or fouthward, but I am not acquainted with its name. 
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'entitled, who has made the tour of Mecca, and vifited the 
tomb of his prophet, is ever after treated with a refpeftful de- 
ference, for it is the top of Mahometan fafliion to be religious •, 
and if a mendicant, his fcrip never wants a ftore. 

In mentioning Mahmoud and Ghizni, it were criminal to omit 
the name of the Perfian poet, Fardoufi, who in his Sha Namah, 
hath given us a fplendid monument of epic poetry, and the pure 
language of his country. The proteftion of the great doth not 
always fall to the poet’s lot j nor but rarely doth the public muni- 
ficence enable him to indulge the bent of his genius. Griping 
want often drives him to feek die hireling’s pittance, and even in 
our enlightened land, we have feen the cold hand of penury prefs 
him to the grave. More propitious was the fortune of Ferdoufi : 
it gave him an imperial patron in Mahmoud, whofe praife he too 
laviflily fung. And when, for fome failure of the prince’s promife, 
the poet retired into Perfia, his countrymen warmly vied in raani- 
fefting their liberality and applaufe. 

The climate of Ghizni is fo cold as to have become prover- 
bial, and the Afghans told me, that the town has more than once 
been overwhelmed in fnow. The road to Ghizni has, I appre- 
hend, a fouth weft direddon, and is diftant from Kabul eighty 
two miles, at the rate of four miles to a furfung. Idiave'bfien the 
more induced to notice this fadl circumftantially j hrm our maps 
its diftai^e and courfe from Kabul is efroneoufly laid down j fome 

Ni ' of 
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of the French geographers, even place it to the weft ward of Kan*? 
dahar. 

In the morning of the 27th of September, at Heer Ghut, five 
furfungs. The country is interfperfed with low hills, and pro- 
duces, except in fome few cultivated fpots, little elfe than a prickly 
aromatic weed, on which camels feed with avidity ; and which 
with pafte of unfifted barley formed into balls, conftitutes their 
common food. This animal is peculiarly ufeful in countries where, 
as in Afghaniftan, the roads are level, the foil dry, and provender, 
from the thin population, generally fcarce. The camel even on 
much coarfer fare than has been mentioned, endures fevere fatigue, 
often carrying a load of eight hundred Englifla pounds ; and has 
fo traftable a temper, that eight of them fattened to each other in 
a firing, are managed by two men. When oppreffed with thirft 
on the road, a camel throws from its ftomach a fleftiy fubftance 
of a purple colour, which either returns a fupply of water that 
has been previoufly depofited, or being put into frifVion in the 
mouth, yields fuch moifture as gives it occafional relief. 

On the ayth, our party halted at the inftance of Dowran 
wholly j that is, without the previous affent of the old lady, who 
inveighed againfl: his prefumption with fuch bitternefs and fo loudly, 
that flopping his cans, he ran off the field. You will pleale to 
obferve, that the places noted as halting ftations, take their name 
either from fome adjacent fort, or if in an uninhabited country, 
from fome peculiar afpe£t or quality they may poffefs. 

Qnr 
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On the 29th, at Meercoot, fix furfungs. The air had become 
now fo cold, that at this period of the year, and in a latitude be- 
tween thirty- four and thirty-five, the 'water which was fufpended 
in a copper veffel from my camel, became folidly frozen during 
the night. 

On J;he 30th, at Muihiedah, in a defert, fix furfungs. In tra- 
verfing fo inhofpitable a tj'aft, little matter of information or 
amufement can occur to the traveller. But had he been journey- 
ing over a land ftored with every gift and every beauty of nature, 
a companion like mine would have deftroyed liis joy and have con- 
verted his Eden to a defert. The nurfe of the crying child was 
the immediate reverfe of an handfome woman j on this fcore fhe 
was not refponfible, and had flie been moderately clean, I had no 
right to complain, and might even have derived entertainment 
from her talk which flowed with a ftrong current. But trufting 
wholly to this qualification for a paflage through life, Ihe feemed 
to defpife every other care. Her hair was a complicated maze of 
filth, which had never 1 belive been explored by comb, and from 
whofe clofe vicinity I received a fevere vifitation ; nor was her face 
while 1 knew her, once touched by water. 

On the firft of November, at Tazee, five furfungs, in a bar- 
ren track. The air became now very hot in the day, and edd- at 
night. 

On the 2d, at Killaut, a fort on an eminence, fix furfungs. 
This quarter of Afghanifian has the general afpeft of a defert j 

and 
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and except feme /mall portions of arable land contiguous to the 
places of habitation no other cultivation is feen. 

On the 23d at Teer Andazee, fix furfungs. The night air, 
hitherto cold and bleak, became at this place mild, and the 
heat of the day opprefiive. 

On the 4th at Potee, a fraall village, fituate in a pijpuloiis 
and fertile diftrift. Potee lyes to the right of the Kandahar 
road, but holding fome dependance on our Afghan lady, the 
two camels that carried the family and me, were difpatched, for 
her accommodation, to that place, where Ihe was received with, 
much refpeft. Whether the old lady had imagined, that the 
humble predicament in which I flood, would deter me from any 
attempt to fully the honor of her family, or that fhe had no- 
ticed in me, a total indifference to all its motions, I know not, 
but the truth was, fhe made as little account of me, as if I 
had been wholly incapacitated from entailing on it any difgrace,' 
Nor, did I, fo temperate had my conflition become, from the 
predominance of other purfuits, feel the leaft mortification at 
the treatment. 

On the 5th in an open well cultivated plain, fix furfungs, 

where halting for a few hours, the kafilah proceeded two and 

a half furfungs farther to Kandahar. This city, conjprifed within 

\ 

an ordinary fortification of about three miles in circumference, 
and of a fquare form, is populous and flourifhing. And lying 
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ip the great road, which connefts India with Perfia and Tar- 
tary, has been long a diftinguilhed mart. 

A r Kandahar, are eftablillied many Hindoo families, chiefly 
of Moultan and the Rajepoot diftrifts, who by their induftry and 
mercantile knowledge, have eflentially augmented its trade and 
wealth. The Turcoman merchants of Bochara and Samarkand, 
alfo frequent this mart, whence they tranfport into their own 
country a confiderable quantity of indigo, with which commo- 
dity Kandahar is annually fupplied from various parts of upper 
India. This city is more abundantly fupplied with provifions 
and at a cheaper rate, than any place I have feen on the weft 
fide of the Indus, The grapes and melons of numerous kinds 
are peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the firft 
fruits of Europe. The extenfive range of fltops occupied by 
Hindoo traders, with the eafe and contentment exprefled in their 
deportment, affords a fair teftimony of their enjoying at Kan- 
dahar, liberty and proteftion. 

A SON of Timur Shah governs the city with a traft of de- 
pendant territory, which produces it is faid, a revenue of eighteen 
lacks of rupees ; and it may be juftly concluded from the ap- 
pearance of all claffes of people, that this colle6tion is made 
without any extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar 
occupy an extenfive plain, covered with fruit gardens and cul- 
tivation, which are interfered with numerous ftreaitis, of fo 
excellent a quality as to become proverbial •, and the climate is 

happily 
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happily tempered, between the heats of India and the cold of 
Chlzni. 

It it generally fuppofed in Europe that Kandahar Hands in 
a country of mountains, and we fpeak of the lofty pa'^es of 
Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly afeertained than the txiH^nce 
of the Alps. Permit me to rcoliify this popular error, which, like 
many of a fimilar texture, has made mountains of mole-hills, and 
acquaint you that the face of the country furrounding the new 
city of Kandahar, forms an extenfive plain, which as it approaches 
the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes interfperfed with hills j but 
they are of a moderate height ; nor, do they form any barrier of 
difficult accefs or deep extent. 

On leaving Kabul, Bagdafir, ray Georgian hoH, bad given me 
introductory letters to tvvo Turkifh refidents of Kandahar ; the 
one kept a fmall fliop in the bazar, the other, Aga Ahmed, had a 
warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera. This perfon re- 
ceived me in a courteous manner, and though then in the character 
of a Chiiftian, I did not experience any of that haughtinefs of 
manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard thofe of our 
faith. He even directed his countryman the fhopkeeeper, to pro- 
vide the neceflaries for my journey, and to carefully guard again ft 
any fraud. 

The immediate departure of a kafilah, and the faft approach 
of winter, when the road to Perfia is impalTable, determined me 
to proceed to Herat ; though I wiflied much for a few days re- 

fidence 
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fidence at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the 
kafilah bafhi * for my pafiage, and alfo that I fliould be funiillied 
with an attendant: this benevolent Turk did not formally re- 
commend me to the direftor’s care, but enjoined him on the for- 
feiture of his favor to fliew me a particular ktndnefs, which 
was only to be teftified by producing my written aflurance. 
Could I have found a fit alTociate to divide the cares of houfe- 
keeping, I would have remained at Kandahar, during the win- 
ter, as I ftill felt the effefts of the late ficknefs, and feared a relapfe 
from the fatigue of travelling j but the predicament in which I 
Hood, wholly precluded any doraeftic connection with die Maho- 
metans } and that of fome ftray Armenians, whom I found there, 
did not feem eligible. 

The road from Ghizni to Kandahar, according to my grofs 
obfervations, tends to the fouth-weft } and the country has ge- 
nerally a barren afped, with a fcanty fupply of wood and water. 
The buildings from a fcarcity of timber, are conftruded as in 
the Kabul diftrids, of fun-burnt bricks, and covered with a flat 
'ii'ched roof of the like materials. 

On the 8th of November left Kandahar, and proceeded to 
Koby, three furfun^s, a fmall village furrounded by a fertile 
plain. At the diftance of two or three miles to the northward 

* Bafli in the Turkifli language figniiies bead, andris often' applied in Perfia to the 
head of a fociety or party. 
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of Kandahar, is feen on the left the remains' of the old fortrefs, 
Handing on the fummit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but 
abrupt elevation. The road at this place tends over a ftony afcent 
of eafy accefi, Ikirted on each fide with fcattcred hills and wide in- 
tervals of level land. It is the form of this part of Afghaniftan, 
which has given rife, I apprehend, to the European belief of the 
mountains and pafies of Kandahar. 

- On the 9th, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a fmall village 
on a thinly cultivated plain. Our flow progrefs was occafioned 
by the kafilah bafhi remaining at the city to adjuft fome bufi- 
nefs} he had however wholly neglefted mine, for not a perfon 
when my fefl; was known, would even touch my garment. , 
My ill fortune on the fcore of an affociate, which feemed 
to purfue me with an inveterate rigor, had now given me in 
the place of the fcolding nurfe and crying child, a ^theological 
and very clamorous difputant. This bewildered man, unhap- 
pily for himfelf and for his neighbours, had conned over fome 
of thofe books of ingenious devices and quaint fyllogifms, which 
are held in high note among the modem Mahometans, and have 
fixed among them a falfe diftorted tafte. Even Hafis's poems, 
fo confpicuoufly replete with wit, and with, incitements to mere 
mortal pleafures, are tortured by them into praifes of Mahomet 
and his religion. This fanatical logician was unknown to the 
other paflengers, but he* lofl no time in difplaying to them his 

ftore 
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ftore of endowments, and feeing me a favorable fubjedt he di- 
redled his full force at my head. 

I HAD engaged the fervices of a travelling Arab taylor, and 
was auticipatmg the various conveniencies which they promifed, 
when he was driven from the profpeft of an eafy livelyhood by the 
threats, of the logician, who denounced Mahomet’s vengeance 
againfl him if he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor man, 
hungry, and almoft naked, ftarted at the danger, and fearful of in- 
curring fo powerful a wrath, refigned his new office, and went to 
live as it might pleafe god. Thus had I the dreary profpedl of 
being peftered for the term of twenty days by this outrageous Ma- 
hometan, who fo far from being confcious of any mifchief, be- . 
lieved that he was performing an adl of extenfive merit. 

On the evening of the loth, the kafilah moved, and arrived 
the next morning at Howrah Muddit Khan,* fix furfungs, the 
countiy open, and the foil, a mixture of light fand and earth, 
producing generally that fpecies of weed which has been noted in 
the remarks of the road from Kabul to Kandahar. 

I 

On the 13th, at Khackcharaparah, fix furfungs. No marks 
of habitation were feen during the journey of thefe two laft days. 

On the 14th, at Greiffik, I'even furfungs, a laiged walled vil- 
lage, on the Ikirts of which runs a fmall ftream of good water j 


* Howrah iignilies an artificial fountain or refe'rVoif of water ; oi]e of which had 
been conftruAed at this place by Muddit Khan, for the accomuiodadon of travellers. 
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halted two days at this place, where a toll is colledled on mer- 
chandize and pafTengers, and where a flock of provifions was laid 
in to fupply our confuraption, through a trad of defert country 
extending from this ’ftation to the wcftward. My perfecuting 
neighbour, had already deprived me of two fervants, when after 
much intreaty, mixed with a warm eulogium on his exteilffive ca- 
pacity, I prevailed on him to moderate his refentment againft me, 
and ceafe to anathematife thofe, who might in future be induced 
from their neceflity to eat the bread of an infidel. He had by his 
rhetoric, precluded me even from the ufe of a barber ; one of 
whom being obferved by him at the clofe of an operation on my 
head, was reprobated for his impurity in virulent language, and 
compelled to cleanfe his razor by an ordeal procefs, the expence of 
which was defrayed by Chriftian-money. On paying the charge, I 
obferved to our logician, whom I now treated with little ceremony, 
that he fliould alfo caufe the fhaver to purge the money by the like 
trial, that he might not be polluted by the touch a precaution I 
added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a fear of 
half the amount being loft in the large alloy that debafes all Ma- 
bometJfh coins. I was, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ill 
fortune had placed with him on the fame camel, and which he 
feared could never thrive under fucb a weight of fin. 

The urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third fervant, who 
was in his way from Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Muf- 

cliid.* 
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chid * Think how ardent muft have been the zeal which incited 
this pilgrim to fo diftant a journey, and fupportcd him againfl. the 
inclemency of winter, and the inhofpitality of a rude people, 
with fcarcely a covering to his back, no thoes to his feet, or an 
atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him fome warm 
clothing and fubftantial food, he was not able to keep pace with 
our party. 

His fucceffor was a Kaflimirian, who had a countenance as 
demure as that of Gil Bias’s Ambrofe Lamela, and to the extent 
of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance the value of his fer- 
vices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the 
fin he was about to commit, eating the fait of an infidel j but I 
foon found there was no reftriClion to his diet. Moft of the Afi- 
atic nations have affixed to fait a certain facred property, but it is 
held in the higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who 
fpeak of fait as Europeans do of bread. A fervant is faid to eat 
the fait of his mafter, and when guilty of ingratitude, he is ftig- 
matized with the name of a Nimmock Haram, or a polluter of 
his fait, which is, I believe, the only term applied by Mahometan 
nations to fuch an offender. 

Here I am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly 
afcribed on fome occalions to fait in our own country } as when it 
is accidentally fpilled, fome part is thrown over the left Ihoulder, 

* It is at this day the reputed capital of Kboni&n. 

that 
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that the fuppofed enfuing evil may be averted j a ceremony I 
have fecn even obferved ^by thole who were far removed from 
the lower claflcs of life. But early imprelTions are not eafdy 
effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a lafting colour ; ef- 
pecially amongft thofe who are fecluded from the more hacki 
neyed paths of the world. 

On the 17th, at Shall Nadir, a ftation in the defart, feven 
furfungs. This refervolr built by Nadir Shah, is a fquare of about 
twenty feet, over which is erefted on pillars a terrace, which ex- 
tending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient 
lodging to travellers. 

On the i8th at Shorab* five furfungs 5 fome fpots of cul- 
tivation were fcattered around this ftation, but no village in fight. 

On the 19th at Lungherah, a place of halt, in a defert coun- 
try, where we found only one weak fpring of water, which was 
quickly confumed. 

On the 20 at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins which 
is Ikirted by a rivulet, on whole margin are feen fome fcatter- 
ing trees j a rare fight in this land I but, the adjacent country 
is barren and uninhabited. 

On the 21ft, at Buckwau, feven furfungs, a ftation in the 
defert. 

On the 22d, at Drauze In the defert, fix furfungs. — This day 

• Signifying fait or brackifli water, but at this ftation the water was freih. 

the 
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.the fun fhot forth its rays which great force, and tjie ground 
which we occupied being a bare fand, reflefted an intenfe heat. 
Whilft I was panting under a very Himfy covering, I obferved 
that my neighbour, a Turkoman Seid, who had no flielter, was 
-ftruck by the fun, and lay ftruggling in a violent agony. 

The Mahometans thought him poffefled with the devil? 
and inftead of affording any proper aid, began an extraordinary 
converfation with the fuppofed fiend efpecially my learned af- 
fociate who in a peremptory manner, ordered the devil to de- 
part out of the body of a true believer, and a branch of the 
holy flock 5 but, feeing that the command had no effeft, though 
conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requefled 
to interfere ; and lifting the incumbent from the ground, threw 
fome water on his face, and forcibly poured a quantity down his 
throat. The Seid foon felt the natural benefit of this admini- 
flration ; but the violence of the fliock created a temporary 
ftupefadlion, during which he uttered fo incoherent a language 
that it confirmed the opinion that a demon was fpeaking, and 
not the Tartar. 

Our Logician addreffed the infernal perlbnage in a very Ipi- 
rited harangue, feverely reprehending his entiancc into the body 
of one of the prophet's defcendant.<!, and challenging him, that 
the cloven foot might confpicuoully appear, to repeat the Ma- 
hometan creed. To this teft the (battered flate of the Sei !’s 
fenfes were not yet equal j nor, was it until he had finoaked liis 
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pipe, that he dillinclly and with furrounding applaufe, pronounced 
his creed and flrook ofF all diabolical connexion. 

On the 23d, at Ghurihow in the defart, five furfungs. This 
evening my perfecuting companion left our party and proceeded 
with fome Hindoo Traders to Fera, an Afghan town of fome note, 
lying about forty or fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauzg. But, 
my joy at this riddance, like mod: joys of fublunary texture, 
was of fliort duration j for the vacant place fell to the lot of 
a much more obnoxious aflbeiate. 

I BEGIN now to be afliamed at having impofed upon you 
fo large a portion of private ftory ; yet, without it, I perceive my 
fubje£l would be as barren as the land I travel over j which ex- 
hibits to the fatigued eye, one vaft fteril plain, without rivers, 
wood, or fcarcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal 
recitals are ufually fafpe£lcd of vanity, and even in their beft fciife 
partake more of the amazing than the inftruftive qualities, you 
may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fubfidiary knowledge 
of the human character, an important fubjeft, and not lefs va- 
rious than the human face. My next aflbeiate was the Arab 
taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the -vacant pannier 
by the afliftance of one of his countrymen in our party, a 
trader of Ibme note. A converfation held when I was thought 
afleep, fome nights before, between the logician and the taylor; 
in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded 
no good from the change; and this counfel was ftrengthened 

by 
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by a doftrine, very prevalent among the lower clafies of Ma- 
hometans, that it is meritorious and laudable to attack the pro- 
perty of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who 
promifed an aftive diligence in performing the rcquii'cd fervice. 
Combining therefore the intereft of the world with tliat of his 
religion, .he commenced a brilk attack on my chattels; but, 
which at that time my vigilance preferved. His fubfequent at- 
tempts however were more fuccefsful, as were feen in the diminu- 
tion of my apparel. This freebooting fyftem of the taylor’s kept 
"me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day in ftronger co- 
lours, the ill confequences of my Chriftian garb. 

On the 24th, at Ghiraunee, fix furfungs. A populous walled 
village, fituate near a fmall running water. Halted there the 
next day to make the payment of a toll, and purchafe provifions 
for a three days journey over a defeft, which reaches from this 
place to the confines of Khorafan. My Kaftimirian fervant was 
wholly divefted of religious fervor or a religious cloak. For he 
neither prayed nor wafhed j but, was much addifted to theft ; 
and while the taylor purloined ray cloths, he was occupied in 
ftealing my vifluals. Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree, 
compenfated by his fervices, which found aftivc employment in 
bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling my coffee.’ 

O.M the 27th, at Kl)oos, in the defart, five- furfungs. The tay- 
lor’s payments for conveyance not being regularly made, the feat 
was again put up to falc, when it was- purchafed by an Hin- 
■ VoL. II. P doftany 
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doftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and family at Juan- 
■pour, in the dittrift of Benares, and was thus far advanced on 
a pilgrimage to Mufehid. From the mouth of this devotee, who 
had formerly been a marauding foldier, there iffued an almoll 
jneeflant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be faid, that he 
overflowed in holy zeal, for he prayed and cryed in a fucceflive 
rotation j what an extraordinary charadler would this be thought 
in a country where its inhabitants, though ftiunning no peril 
or fatigue in the purfuit of wealth and pleafure, will fcarcely 
crofs a ftreet to look into a Church. The various precepts of 
education and religion, eftablifhed in the world, but, efpecially, 
the different orders of government, produce fo ftrong a diffimi~ 
larity in the manners of men, that in inveftigating thofe of the 
moft oppofite tendency, they would feem to arife from beings of 
a diftinft fpecies. 

On the 28th, at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftation in the 
defert. 

On the 29th, at Ouckal^ a large walled village, ftanding 
within the limit of the province of Khoralan, and inhabited wholly 
by Perfians, It is proper here to obferve, that 'the natives of Per- 
fia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home, as 
In foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach ; a Jurkilh compound, fignify- 
ing, I am informed, red head, and originating from the Perfian 
cap, being covered at the top with red cloth. 

On the 3otb, a halt. 
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■ On the 31ft, at Sheerbuchfli, a defert ftation, fix furfiings. 

On the ift of November, at Zearut Ghah, feven furfungs. A 
fmall village, on the Ikirts of which are feen the remains of fome 
tombs or religious edifices. 

On the and, at the city of Herat, three furfungs. The road 
from Krfhdahar to Gimmuch leads to the weft or weft by north ; 
from thence to Herat, it has I apprehend, nearly a northern courfe, 
yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of the track. The 
country is generally open, and interfperfed with barren rocky, hills- 
6/ a moderate height. The foil is light and fandy, producing na- 
turally little elfe than the aromatic weed before noted. 

The city of Herat ftands on a fpacious plain, which Is Inter- 
fedled with many fprings of running water, fome of which are 
fupplied with bridges j and the numerous villages furrounded with 
plantations, muft afford a pleafant view to the traveller, whofe 
eye has been wearied with the deferts of Afghaniftan. 

The direftor of the kafilah carried us to the karavanferah, 
where paffengers only are lodged ; the other places of this deferip- 
tion, being all occupied by refident traders. In this fquare of the 
karavanfera, I perceived an Armenian, whom I informed with little 
ceremony, leaft he fhould hear a lefs favourable ftory, that I 
was an European, returning from India into my own country : 
but, for greater perfonal fecurity, I had affumed the name of 
an Armenian. And to quiet any fufpicion of the truth of my re- 
lation, I produced a letter, which the Georgian, Bagdafir, had writ- 

P 2' ten 
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ten in my favour to an Armenian, who lived in a village about 
foity miles from Herat. My addrefe was clofed by oblerving, that 
though not in want of money, I ftood in great need of his friendly 
offices, as he muft be well aware of the various difficulties affedting 
thofe of our fedl, efpecially when alone, among fo bigotted a peo- 
ple as thofe of Khorafan. The Armenian heard the little“’oration, 
which all my powers of fpeech had pointed at him, with a refolutc 
coolnefs, and perceiving, I fuppofe, that my acquaintance would 
yield no profit, he turned from me and went away, without even 
cxpreffing the common terras of civility. The frequent occafions 
which have occurred to me of noticing the Armenian charadler, 
foon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcile the wari- 
iiefs and apathy of this man, with the common principles which 
govern his fedf. 

The prefent race of Armenians, like the Jews, are with little 
exception occupied in commerce, chiefly in its fmallefl: branches, 
and having long loft with their country the fpirit of patriotifm, 
divefted alfo of any valuable attainments of knowledge, they ex-' 
hibit but a faint difcrimination of charadleri; being generally in- 
duftrious, lervile and dilhoneft; they are fcattered over various 
parts of Turkey, Perfia, and India, where except iii the Englifh 
colonies, they live on a precarious fufferance, being often on tri- 
vial pretences, infulted, opprefled and plundered. To palliate 
the evils inherent to their fituation, and create a fubftitute for 
powers, honors, and national importance, they puifue the dif- 
ferent 
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ferent roads of trafBck with unremitting ardor, and invariably 
meafure their pleafures by the mere extent of their wealth. Little 
fufceptible of friendlhip, they are rai-ely induced to afford even 
among themfelves mutual afCftance, or difpofed to promote the 
enjoyment of fociety : the Armemians at this day are divided into 
two general claffes j the one the moft numerous, cftablifhed in 
the Turkilh dominions j the other in Peril a. 

The city of Jolfa, contiguous to Ifpahan, was exprellly 
founded for the accommodation of the Armenians, by Shah 
Abbas, who aware of the benefits that would accrue to his 
kingdom, from a commercial and temperate people, gave them 
an ample proteftion, and many indulgencies. He permitted them 
it is faid to accompany their adventures to foreign countries, 
and advanced a capital to thofe not already opulent, but he al- 
ways kept their families at Jolfa in pledge of good conduft. 
The Indian Armenians are of the Jolfa colony, apd from an 
a^ual rcfidence in that city, or fprung from families originally 
fettled there, are all converfant in the Perfian language. The 
vicinity of the Perfian gulf, which has long maintained an im- 
portant trade with India, naturally allured the Armenians to a 
region, which at once held out to them the hope of fpeedy opur 
lence, and the advantages of a temperate government. Nor did 
they ever think of returning into Perfia 5 but having amafled a 
fuffident wealth, purchafed the releafe of .their families on tlm 
payment of large fums. 


From 
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From the defcnption given of the Armenian character, which 
I am not confcious of having in the leaft overcharged, yoif will 
not be furprized at the mode in which I was received by my bro- 
ther Chriftian at H^rat. But I now determined to Hide into the 
Mahometan community, on the firft fair occafion j feeing that with- 
out adding one benefit, I was like to become a martyr to our 
faith. In all parts of the city which I frequented, I was known 
only as a Mahometan, except in the karavanfera, where I experienced 
unccafing infult and derifion j for the Perfians atfeft a greater 
fcruple in communicating with thofe of a different religion, than 
any other fedl of Mahometans. I was not even permitted to 
draw water out of a common well, but ordered to place my 
vefTel on the ground, which was filled, by a peifbn hired for 
the purpofe, from a height and not touched. When I have 
been waiting for this fupply, the town boys who in their round 
of diverlion, would occafiorially take our karavanfera in their 
way, learning that I was an impure perfon, ufed to form a cir- 
cle round me, and defired to have the unclean part Ihewn to 
them, and feeraed much difappointed, on h^ng told that I was 
unclean all over. My journey hitherto, if 'not prod’uftive of 
other advantage, has correfted my former belief of Mahometan 
politenefs and fuavity of manners^ and alfo I truft, qualified that 
infolence of carriage, which I have too' frequently evinced to the 
inhabitants of our eaftern territories. 

Could one of our Indian grandees in the fullnefs of his 

^power. 
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power, /eated in a palankeen, perhaps on an elephant, furrounded 
with thofe bands of ftickmen and pikemen, who difperfe every 
roan nnd heaft that dares to crofs his Way Could this perfon- 
age lie tianlportcd on the fudden to Herat, how fpeedily would 
he be divefttd of his plumes, and reduced to his Ample value. 
Whenevgr I quitted the purlieus of my lodging, I became a 
giave hypocrital Muflulman, with the enjoyment of all his pri- 
vileges } and the city containing a various defcription of people, 
there was little apprehenfion of a difcovery. I daily frequented 
the eating- houfes, where all the talk of the day is circulated, 
and chiefly fabricated, in conjundtion with the barber’s (hop, 
which in Herat, has a neat appearance. In the centre of it 
ftands a fmall ftone pillar, on the top of which is placed a cup 
of water, in readinefs for operation, and the fides of the Ihop 
arc decorated with looking glaflTes, razors, and beard combs. 
Home having no pleafures for me, I was glad to feek them abroad; 
hor did I fail iq procuring equal amuferoent and information. 
Neither Afghaniftan or the northern provinces of Peifia, permit 
the refidence of courtezans, or any women that dance or fing 
for the public entertainment. The nortbern Pcrfians affeft to 
exprefs an abhorrence of the Indian Mahometans, whom they 
reprobate for a general depravity of mainicrs, and a negledl of 
religious duties, yet this temperate and demure people are much 
defamed, if under their myfterious carriage of body, they do not 
praftice in their different vocations, every fpecies of deceit and 
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knavery. In India, it is a well known faft, that the Moguls, 
a denomination given there to all foreign Mahometans, throw 
ofF their norllicrn doke; and becoming notorious debauchees, 
laugh to fcorn the precepts of their doftors. 

Herat is a fmallcr city than Kandahar, but maintains a 
refpedable trade j and the market-place occupying a loiig ftreet, 
covered with an arched roof, is filled with ftiops of various 
wares. Bread, rice, and flelh meats, with numerous fruits and ve- 
getables, are equally cheap and abundant ; and the grand market, 
held once a week, is fo crouded with the produce of the neigh- 
bouring villages, that a paffage through it is difficult and fati- 
guing. Coarfe woollens of a ftrong texture are manufactured in 
the adjacent diftriCts, a great part of which made into garments, 
are exported into various parts of northern Perfia j furtouts of 
flteeplkin with the wool in the infide, are feen hanging at al- 
moft every fliop, and are ufed by all clafles of people in the 
winter feafon. A fmall quantity of European commodities is 
brought to this city from the gulf of Perfia, confifting of Frenc]^ 
broad cloths, cutlery, fmall looking glafles, ^d. prints ; but their 
low prices fltew that the demand is very limit^. ; The police of 
Herat is judicioufly regulated, and the adminiftration of juftice vi- 
gorous. Two men, apparently above the ordinary clafs, having 
been convifted of theft, were fufpended by the heels from a dome, 
which Hands in the centre of the market, where they remained 
near an hour, to the terror of a gazing populace j having wit- 
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nefled a part of this exhibition, I returned to my lodging with 
ihe -interefted belief that my property, whicli was all in fpecie, 
concealed about my perfon, had derived from it an additional 
fecurity. 

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate 
more fjfvourable than at Kandahar or Kabul ; yet ftill one in 
fixteen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was unremittingly 
cautious in concealing my money, knowing that a difcovery 
would bring an hoft of enemies on my head, one of niy tra- 
velling acquaintances', fuddenly opened the door of my apart- 
ment at Herat, a very unufual practice among Afiatics, and 
found me examining the ftate of my finances. At the fight of 
the gold fpread on the floor, he was ftruck with furprize, and 
exprefled an eager curiofity to know tlie occupation, that had 
procured me fo much wealth. But either my fpeedy departure 
from Herat, or a more than ordinary honefty in the Perfian, 
prevented the ill confequence which 1 had apprehended from the 
imprompt vilit, 

Khorasan,* the moft eaftern the largeft, as well as the raoft 
important province of Perfia, participated the various and fevere 
revolutions which affefled the ftate of the kingdom, from the 
■dilTolution of the Grecian dynafty, until the end of the ninth 
century, when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the 

* Khar in the ancient Perfic, it is faid, fignilies the laft.— Sir Wiill.im Jones. 
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Sammani race ; and in the beginning of the futeenth century, 
after having expeiienced a fucceflion of Tartar and Arabian ru- 
lers, it was annexed to Perfia by Ifmael, firnamed Sofi, from 
whom the appellation of Soft has been given in Europe to the 
Perfian kings. 

HtRAT had continued the principal city of Khorafan, until 
the fucceflion of Ifmael, who beftovved the pre-eminence on 
Mufchid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau Reza, his 
fuppofed anceftor, and one of the twelve grand Imaums or priefts 
of the Perfians. Since Mufchid became the capital of Khora- 
fan, it has been enriched by large donations of the Mahometans 
of the fc£t of All, generally known by the name of Schiahs, 
Even Nadir Shah, the leaft difpoled of the Perfian kings to ec- 
clefiaftical endowments, ornamented a mofquc, which had been 
built over the tomb of Moozau Reza, with a mafiy cabinet of 
filver and a fpacious lamp of the fame metal. 

The religion of the koran had exifted throughout the vqft 
Mahometan empire, for the fpace of nine hundred years with- 
out any effential change, when it experienefti' a'''fcvere blow from 
the intrepidity of Ifmael and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the 
courfe of the firfl: periods of Maliometanifm, four Arabian doc- 
tors, Malek, Ambel, Hanneifa and Shaffee, made commentaries 
on the original text, which were adopted by fefts, now.feverally 
diftinguifhed by the names of commentators. But thefe explana- 
tions do not appear to have militated with much force againfl: 

''^the 
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the firft fyftem, or created any violent feuds among the different 
feftarics. 

As the grand innovation of the Afahornetan religion was, ef- 
fected in Perfia, and chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced 
to make a brief chronological review of fome of its more im- 
portant epochs, previoufly to this event. It is feen that the 
Tartar Arfaces, having expelled the princes who fucceeded to the 
conqueft of Alexander, eftablilhed a dynafty, which flourilhed 
for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which in the 
two hundred and twenty fixth year of the Chriftian sra was 
extinguifhed, in the perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefliere,* the 
Artaxerxes of the Greeks, faid to to have been defeended from 
the ancient race of Perfian kings. 

Should it be found, w’hich I am induced to believe, that 
the Perfians and the Parthians are a diflinft people, it is not 
improbable that the nations which ancient biftory denominates 
Parthians, were compofed of the Tartars of the Arfacian dy- 
nafty, which held a long polTcflion of Perfia, and maintained 
fuch fierce conflicts with the Roman empire. The dexterity of 
the archers, which conftituted the ftrength ^.of the Parthian ca- 
valry, and an excurfive rapid manner of fighting, which w'as 
reprefented as moft formidable when they appeared to fly from 

r> 

• The fucceflbrs of this prince were denominated Saflanides, from Safliin the fe- 
thcr of Ardefhere. 
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battle, correfponds clofeljr with the military praftice of the mo- 
dern Tartars) in contradiftinflion to the other nations of nor- 
thern Alia. 

The Arabians carried their conquefts and their religion into 
Perlia, in fix hundred and fifty one of our sera, from wh.ch 
time it remained fubjecl to the khaliphat, until the middle of 
the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by 
Jogrul Beg, a Turkoman prince of the Seljukian* race. The 
I'uccelTors of Jogrul, continued to govern certain quarters of 
Pcrfia in the year 1187, when the laft prince of that race was 
conquered by Amalek Dinar, who in his turn fell under the 
power of Jakafh, the Turcoman prince of Kharafm, But in 
1218 of our sera, the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian khalifat 
with the grandeft portion of the eaftern world were fw allowed 
up in the power of Jenjis Khan, whofe pofterity held poflef- 
fion of Perfia, for the fpace of one hundred and feventy-four 
years, though ultimately rent into fmall principalities by a feries 
of inteftine wars. It became after that period, an appendage to 
the dominion of Timurs and appears tp have, acknowledged ia 
feparate governments, a general dependance on certain branches 
of his family, until the year 1499, when Ifmael Sofi, taking up 

* So named from Seljuk his g;randfire, who occupied a private ftation in the vici- 
nity of Samarkand, where he held large landed pofieflions. 
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arms again ft the Tartar princes, rofe by a quick fucceflion of 
victory, and affUmed the undivided throne of Perfia. 

Ir is feen in Knolles’s very eftimable hiftory of the Turks, 
that Ifmael was the fon of Hyder, furnamed from the place of 
his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil, and that he 
was honourably defcended. Retiring from tlie occupations of 
the woild, Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where 
he palled an auftere contemplative life, and was held by the 
inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. The fame of 
his charafter, foon procured him the name of a prophet, 
and caufed multitudes of people to refort to him from all parts 
of Peifia and Armenia. The more to feduce the multitude, ever 
delighted with novelty, he began to inveigh againft the doitrine 
of the Mahometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of 
the three* firft fucceffors of their prophet, and to revive the 
opinions of a certain preceding dervilh named Guini, who was 
known alfo by the defignation of Sofi. He aflerted as if in- 
fpired from above, that none fliould enter the kingdom of hea>- 
ven, but thofe of the fe£l of Ali, who was the genuine heir 
and aflbciate of Mahomet; and ordained, that the memory of 
Abubucker, Omar, and Ofman Ihould be held accurfed. The 
king of Perfia, whom Knollcs calls Aflymbeius Ulan CalTanes,-^ 

to 


* Abubucker, Omar, and OCmaii. 

f It is feriouily regretted mat the Greek and Roman writers, as alfo many of the 

moderns,. 
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to fticngthc'.t his government and acquire popularity, invited 
ITyder to court, and gave him his daughter in man'iage, from 
which fprung Ifmael. !^eing now brought forward on a more 
coiifpicuous theatre j Ilydcr giew into the general eftimation of 
the people, which alaiming the fears of Jacoob the fon of Huf- 
fan, who had fucceeded to the kingdom, he fecretly put him to 
death. 

IsRiAEL flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with 
the chief of a fmall territory, on the fouthern borders of the 
Cafpian fea, named Pyrchales.* Some of the friends of Ry- 
der retired at the fame time into lelTer Armenia, then fubjefl 
to the Turks, where they promulgated their doctrine with 
fuccefs. Their difciples were diftingoiflied by a red band tyed 
over the turban, whence it is faid they firft obtained the ap- 
pellation of Kuflel Bafh, which in the Turkilh language, as 
has been already noticed, fignifies red head. Ifmael during 


moderns, have not delivered to us the literal names of men and places, which occur in 
their hiftory of foreign nations. This want of accuracy, or gather the impulfe of an 
abfurd vanity, has involved the 'European biftories hf ‘AQhj ‘in aAna^trof^bfeurity ; 
thofe efpecially which reprefented the feties of warfare maintained' againftPeffia by the 
Rates of Greece, and ultimately the conqueft of that empiie by Alexander of Macedon. 
The name given by Knolles to the Perfian king, taken from feme latin records, i;. evi- 
dently a mifnomer, as no fuch denomituttion is now in ufe among the Mahometans, and 
we know that no change has affeSed their names, lince the firft eftabliihment of the 
khaliphat. His regal title, being a Tartar, might have been Azim Eeg, fignifying a 
great lord or prince, and his domellic appeDation, Hullan Caifim. 

* So exprefled by Knolles. 
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his retirement advanced, with zeal, the tenets of his father, and 
being by nature cnnfpicuoufly eloquent, of a a penetrating ge- 
nius and auftere-Iife, of a comely perfon and invincible courage, 
was by the vulgar, counted more than human. The nobles of 
the neighbouring country, allured by the endowments of Ifmael, 
and the fpecious novelty of his dodrine, reforted to his place 
of abode, with offers of fupport 3 and, though feeming to fhmi 
them, he was invefted with authority, honors and wealth. In 
token of his rare qualifications and a belief in his power of 
prophecy, Ifmael received the title of Sofi, “ which, faith Knolles’^ 
iignifyeth among thefe people, a wife man, or the interpreter of 
the Gods.”^ 

The death of Jacoob, which muft have happened at an early 
period of his reign, and the tumults that enfued in Perfia, then 
ufurped by one Elvan Beg, who was alfo engaged in a warfare 
with his brother, named Morad, encouraged Ifmael to urge his 
fortune on fo promifing a field. Obtaining feme military aid 
'from Pyrchales, his firft proteftor, he penetrated into Armenia, 
where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and was cor- 
,dially reteived’ 'by thofe who had favored his father. Purfuing 
his fuccefs he penetrated into Shirvan, he took and facked Shah 
Machee, the capital of the province, by the plunder qf;;vv^h 


• This word I apprehend is pdrsjly of Gre«k or^n j the-Mahometans had at this 
period, been lonj; c'onvetfiint in Greek letters. 
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he laigcly increafed i.he numbers and hopes of his ‘army, 
Elvati Beg had now expelled Morad, and was bufied in pu- 
nilhing fome of the principal citizens of Tauris, the capital 
of the kingdom, for liaving taken up arms in favor ol his 
brother, when Ifmacl fnddenly approaching the city, took it 
without oppofition. Elvan depiived of other fupport, formed 
an alliance with his brother, but in his progrefs to form a junc- 
tion with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by 
Tfmael, and flain in battle ; the conqueror inarched without de- 
lay againft Morad, who was emcamped at Babylon, and com- 
pelled him to fly into the Arabian defert:* he rofe without a 
competitor to the throne of Perfia.'f- . - • 

Ismael is perhaps the firft prince, who at once conquered 
a fpaclous kingdom and the religious prejudices of its people, 
Nor does it appear that any of thofe violent commotions were ex- 
cited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ccclefiaftical reformation. 
The fyftem of Hyder and Ifmael, was founded on the pofition 
that Mahomet had given his daughter Fatima to Ali, as a mark 
of the greateft affeftioh, and bequeathed' tc^'Iiim the fucceffion 
of the khaliphat. But, that in defiance of this facred teftament, 
Abubucker, one of the aflbeiated friends of Mahomet, fetting 
afide the claims of Ali, had afllimed the powers of government, 

* Where he was cut off by domeftic treachery. 

j- Ifmael’s acceflion happened about the year 1508. 
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which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a confequent ad- 
miniftration by Omar and Ofman. But, that the injuries of 
All, having ultimately roufed the divine interpolition, he became 
the ruler of the Muflulmans.* This dodrine being unani- 
moufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha- 
liphs were ufurpers and facrilegious violators of the laft mandate 
of their prophet, their memory fhould, at the five Rated times 
of prayer, be reprobated with every expreflion of contupiely, 
and the fevereft vengeance of God denounced againft them. 
He alfo iuferted at the conclufion of the Mahometan creed, 
that All, is the friend or the beloved of God, and direded that 
he and his pofterlty fliould be diftinguifhed by appellation of 
imaums, or holy men.-f In conti'adiftindion to the Soonis, who 
in their prayers crofs the hands on the lower part of the breaft, 
the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight lines j and as the Soonis at 


( * In commsmoratlon of the four firft fucceffors of Mahomet, who were alfo his 

»>ebK£dential affociates, and by their enthufiaftic courage, had been his grand inftru- 
ments in aggrandizing the khalipliat, the general body of Mahometans, except llie 
Perfians, are often termed Char Yaree, or thofe of the four friends. They arc likcwile 
called Soonis, an Arabic word, fignifyin^ the followers of the right path. 

f The real number confifts of eleven perfons, to which a twelfth, fuppofed yet to 
come, has been added ; their names are Ali, Huffin and Hu/leyn, his fons, Zyne-uL 
Abedcin, Mahouaet Baukur, Jaffier Sadue, Moufa Kazim, Ali AI0U& Befa, Mah^omet 
Ttickce, All Niighee, Iluflin Aiifcaay and Mahomet Mhedy. The tifles'heffo’wed 
ufually on Ali are, Ameer-ul-Momcnein, Mortiz Ali and Hyder.' This laft denomi- 
nations hgnifying a lion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are re- 
hearfed. But when the piofoundeft refpefl is exprefled for his memory, he is entitkd 
Ameer-ul-Momenein, or lord of the faithfuL. 

VoL. IL R 
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certain periods of the prayer, prcfs their forehead on the ground 
or a carpet, the feefaries of Ali lay on 'tiie fpot which the head 
reaches, a fmall tile of white clay, impreffed with charadlers facreit 
to the memory of Ali. 

SojJE elafles of the Schiahs believe that Ali was an incarna- 
tion of the deity, who perceiving they fay, the miffion which had 
been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete, affumed the perlbn 
of this khaliph, for the purpofe of fixing the Moflem faith and 
power on a firmer bafis. The Schialis have imbibed ftrong reli- 
gious prejudices, are more inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and 
confequently lefs tolerant to the other fects than the Soonis. In 
Perfia, they do not permit a Soon! to eat at their board, and in 
common language, without provocation or heat of temper, they 
call him an infidel. But in what light, dear Sir, will you view a 
numerous and a civilized people, who have produced writings that 
would exalt the name of the moft poliftied nations, yet in folemn 
deliberate exprelTion, imprecate God’s wrath five times a day, on 
the fouls and allies of three men who never did them an injury, 
and who in their day, advanced the empire of Mahpmet to a high 
pitch of glory and power. Not appealed with uttering the keeneft 
reproaches againft the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a toi- 
rent of abufe on every branch of their families, male and fems;e, 
lower even than the feventh generation. I have feen their imagina- 
tion toitured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe men and 
their pofterity, and commit verbally every aft of lewdnefs with 

Iheii' 
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rfhelr wives, daughters, and the progeny down to the prefent day. 
The Soonis, though aware of this unvaried ceremony of execrating 
the memory of men, whom they have been long taught to hold in 
reverence, and that they thcmfelves are ftigmatizcd as infidels, do 
not even, when fully empowered, intemperately refent this perfe- 
cting Spirit of the Perfians. 

In the divilion of Khorafan, fubject to the Afghan empire, 
the Perfians enjoy a fair portion of civil and religious liberty, 
and are rarely treated with infults. 

' In noticing the more liberal opinions of the Soonis, in the 
praftice of their religion, I am brought to the recolle£lion of 
an occurrence, which places this faft in a conlpicuous point of 
view. 

An Armcmian merchant from Ifpahan, accompanying an ad- 
venture of fome J^alue, came to the karavanfeta in ^Kabul, 
where I lodged j and though five of his countrymen were on 
^he fpot, the other refidenta being Jews, Mahometans and Hin- 
■^doos, not one of them advanced to give him welcome or an offer 
of afliftance; and to augment his embarrafTment, all the apart- 
ments of the fcrauce were occupied. In tliis predicament flood 
the Armenian, and he muft have lain in the flreet, had not a 
Turk invited this forlorn Cbriftian into his own apartment; 
‘and he fed him alfo at his own board. One of the Armenian 

f'.: 1 r ^ 1 1 / 

tribe, after fome days, taking ftiame,, perhaps from the Malio- 
'metan example, or expefling fome advantage ^rofn the cnigoe 

R a of 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS, 


rt'3« 

of his countryman, tendeied him a part of His habitation, 
which the ftranger at firft refufed ; nor did he accept the invi- 
ration, until ferioufly adhionilhed of the crime of forming fo 
clofe a connexion with an infidel. 

It is now time to revert to my own ftory, and infoira 
you, that it had been my firft intention to have proceeded from 
Herat to Reflid, the principal town of the Ghilan province, 
which lies a few miles inland from Inzellee, a Ruffian faftory 
on the border of the Cafpian fea. It is a computed journey of 
feventy days, of about twenty miles each, from this city to 
Relhd,* but the road which leads through the lelTer Irahj-f- has 
a deviating courfe from the direft line. 

Being informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian 
veffels navigate along the coaft of Mazanderan, to which a 
ftraight track lay from hence, though not much frequented 
from being fubjefl: to the depredation of the Turcoman Tartars, 
I was refolved to purfue this route, at once dire£t and wholly 
unknown to European travellers. 

A KAFiLAH being about to proceed to Turfhilb, a town 
lying in the direction of Mazanderan, I made an agreement 
with the diredtor for a conveyance) but with a confidential 

*■ From Herat to the town of Jubfaus, a route of fifteen days, thence to Yerd 
fwentv-five, to CaQian ten, and a fifteen days journey to Kefbd. 

+ There are two provinces, of Irak, the Icfler and greater; the latter, termed 
Irak Azeem, of which Bagdat is the capital, chiefly depends on Turkilh and Arabian 
emirs. 
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ftipulation, that I was to be received in a Mahometan char 
railer; and the better to guard againft a difcovery of my perr 
fon, I took the name of an Arab, a people little known in this 
part of Perfia, and the knowledge of whofe language is confined 
only to fome of the more learned priefts, 

So^E days before my departure from Herat, an Afghan Seid 
came into my apartment, and perceiving in the courfe of conver- 
fation that I was a Chriftan, he exclaimed with fenfible emotions 
of joy, that he had now obtained a favorable opportunity of re- 
venging the grievous injuries fuftained by many of his holy ancef- 
tors at the hands of infidels, and that unlefs I paid, a fine of five 
hundred rupees,'* I muft repeat the creed of Mahomet and bo 
circumcifed. Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de- 
mand, I carried the feid, with a mifehievous intention I confef^ 
to the next quarter, where the Armenian corps, four, in number, 
were then aflerabled, and requefted the principal of them, who 
fpoke the Perfian language with fluency, to explain the fubftance 
of the feid’s demand j and this was precifely the point to which I 
wanted to reduce the queftion. When the hungry Afghan per- 
ceived, that inftead of one Chriftian he had found five, his exul- 
tation had no bounds. He fwore by his beard, that wc Ihould all 
incur the fine or circumcifion. Oh ! what a glorious fig&t, cried 

* Such pecuniary aflelTment is termed Jayzeah, and is ^ecafionally levied in Ala- 
'lioraetan countries, on thofe who do not profefs the fait^ of Mai\omet, 
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tie, will ba difplayed to our prophet, when theTe hardened infidels, 
ffenounclng their herefy and impurities, lhall become a portion of 
the faithful : what a triumph to our holy religion ! The expe> 
dient which I had adopted, though not a fair, was for me a for- 
tunate one ; as the coiitroverfy, wliicli became ferious, was now 
more equal. The feid called loudly on the Mahometans. in the 
name of the prophet, to afTift in compelling the enemies of hh 
religion either to embrace it, or by adminiftrating to the wants of 
his defeendants, contribute to its fupport ; the Perfian refidents .li 
the fcaravanfera endeavoured to affuage the Afghan’s intemperance *, 
but they quickly withdrew all interpofition, on being told that 
the toleration of their doftrine was a greater indulgence, than 
the maintenance of . their execrable tenets defefved.' The feid 
experiencing however more obftinate refiftance from the Chrif- 
tians than heliad expefted, it was evidently feen, that however ar- 
dent might have been l^is zeal for the advancement of religion, he 
was not the lefs mindful of his temporal welfare ; and permitting 
himfelf, after difplaying great powers in this holy war, to h^ 
foothed by the fuppliant infidels, he vyithdrew his -threats ior a 
trifling fum of money ; far difproportioned 'to the firft demand. 
And here I mufl: -obferve, that when I faw the refolute and judi- 
cious manner in which the prindpal Armenian conduced his fhare 
of the conflift, I felt a compundtion for having involved him in 
fo ferious an embarralTment. 

At Herat I found, in two karavanferas, about one hundred 
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'Hindoo merchants, chiefly natives of Moultan, whcf by the main- 
tenance of a brifk commerce, and extending a long chain of 
credit, have become valuable fubjefts to the government} but dif- 
coui aged by the infolent and often oppreflive treatment of the Per- 
fians, they are rarely induced to bring their women into this 
country. When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually put 
on the drefs of a northern Afiatic } being feldom feen without a 
long doth coat and a high cap. Some Jewilh traders refide alfo at 
Herat, where they are accufed of pradtifing all that fyftem of chi- 
cane, to which their tribe is fb notorioufly addided in the weftern 
world. Being habituated to the manners of upper Afia, and con- 
verfant in moft of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix 
with little perfonal inconveniency in Mahometan focieties. 

The leading cultpms of the various nations of Afia are fi- 
milar, or but weakly diverfified. When they fit, the l^s are 
crofled or bent under them} they perform topical ablutions be- 
fore and after meals, at which no knife or fpoon is ufed, un- 
lefs the diet be wholly liquid } they invariably adopt the like 
modes of performing natural evacuations. And all the' hah- of 
the body is fliaved, except that of the beard j yet this lafl: ufagfr 
is more peculiar to upper Afia, where likewife all degrees of 
people cover the head } affixing the idea of indecency to/its 
'being bare ; and they never enter an apartment covesed vvith a 
■carpet, without pulling off their Ibocs. 

ft 

. On taking leave of the Armenians, I -could not help obferv- 

ing» 
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ilia;, perhaps unfcafonably, that inflead of contributing to* my 
al’iR.ince, in a land where our left already experienced ni^ny 
grievances, they had confiderably increafed them, by withholding 
even the inferior offices of humanity > but that I cordially for- 
gave a treatment wliich v;as to be aferibed to the excefs of 
caution conftltutionally inherent to their tribe. The principal 
Armenian earneftly urged me to open myfelf to him, and dif- 
dofe the myftery which appeared in my charafter. It was not 
in reafon, he faid, to believe that motives of curiofity, as I al- 
ledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, 
and expenfe, which were only to be compenfated by the prof- 
peel of gain, or a pilgrimage to Jerufalem. But the Arme- 
nians, faid he, are now the only vifitors of the facred tomb, 
and indeed the only pure Chriftians now exifting. He was of 
opinion, in ffiort, that my ftory was a counterfeit, and con- 
cluded by afferting that I was a jewel-merchant, or a Ipy. I 
endeavoured to explain, that among the natives of Europe, it 
was a common ufage to vifit foreign countries; where an ob., 
fervance of the manners and arts of various people, improved 
the underllanding, and produced a moie extenfive knowledge 
of mankind ; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of 
different cuftoms and religious opinions, taught them to fhake 
off domeftic prejudice, and to behold all men with the eye of 
common tffciSliou. To this language, which he had probably 
never before heard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder ; 
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but, as the doftrine did not fqiiare with his fentiments of the 
world, he ultimately treated it with contempt. Wifliing me 
however a better journey, he faid, than my plan promifed. 

On the evening of the aad of November, I left Herat, and 
halted that night at Alum GufFour Chulhmah,* three quarters 
of a fuefung. Here let me again crave your indulgence for 
the copious fclf narration already impofed on you, and for that 
which I fear is yet to come. But what can I do ? northern 
Perfia is at this day, equally void of events as of letters, and 
has but few monuments of grandeur. Yon muft therefore ex- 
tend a large portion of patience over thefe communications, and 
by permitting me to fpeak of myfelf, the favorite amufement of 
all travellers, you will make me a fufficient recompenfe for all the 
little chagrins, which I incurred, apd fome folitary hours which' 
I palled in the courfe of my journey. 

Tue kafilah direftor, Aga Ali, and his family which con- 
fiAed of his mother, wife and a fervant, having confented that 
I fliould be received among them, in the charader of an Arab, 
going on a pilgrimage to Mulchid, I joined the party at an 
appointed place, whither every perfon reforted, except the fe- 
males of our family j on whofc heads, and indeed all parts of 

them, many an indecent reproach was thrown. There was no 

/ 

mortal ill, which thefe women did not deferve to feel ; but, 

* Chulhmah in the Perfic, fignilies a juturarfountain. 
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when women were concerned in any undertaking, wha^ good 
could refult, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans. Night 
approaching, the kafilah moved and left Ali to efcort the ladies, 
in, which fervice I was alfo retained. On their arrival he be- 
gan to utter fome angry language} but it foon became mani- 
feft that we were members of a female government, which was 
conduced by the mother of Ali. She feemed in her manners, 
not unlike the Afghan lady, whom I heretofore endeavoured to 
celebrate, but had lefs fiercenefs and decilion ; the deficiency I 
prefume, arofe from the conftitutional difference between the 
tempers of an Afghan and a Perlian } for my new dame evin- 
ced the fame thirft after fupreme fway, but exercifed it with 
more mildnefs. Ali remaining at the town gate to make fome 
toll payments, difpatched the ladies and me under charge of fome 
of his allbciates, who perceiving our progrefs to be very flow 
and the night far advanced, left us with little ceremony. When 
Ali arrived, he expreffed much refentment at the fcandalous de- 
fertion of his friends, and many thanks for my attention } though 
I could hear him murmur at the indecency of Mahometan wo- 
men being entrufted to the charge of an infidel. But Ali’s ho- 
nor might have remained fafe, in the moft intemperate quarter 
of the world : and for my part, I was fo grievoufly loaded by 
a heavy mufquet, which he liad given me to carry, that had his 
Ipoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No ap- 
prehenfion now exifted of a fcoldmg nurfe, a crying child, or a 

fanatic 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS, 


139 


fanatic difputant ; or indeed of any thing which could aftnally 
-offend ; for my prefcnt aflbciate was a, bag of rice, from wliofc 
good neighbourhood, I anticipated much fatisfaftion. 

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Chuflimaii, and 
ai'iived the next morning at Dhey Soorch, four furfungs. Some 
little cultivation was feen, but the general face of the country 
bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpeft, as in the eaftern quar- 
ter of Khorafan. The benefits attached to my new clrarafter^ 
were now confpicuoufly teftified. I w'as from my fuppofed fe£]:, 
entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paffengers, efpecially 
when the given purpole of my journey was underftood. No 
perfon in the defcription of a Chriftian, Ihould attempt to make 
a paffage through this part of Perfia j fliould it through a train 
of favourable events be accomplKhed; he will be harraffed and 
defrauded, even oa a principle' of religion, and ever infulted 
’With impunity. The attempt indeed. I think impradlicable, and 
liable to fubjeSt the adventurer to imminent danger. 

On the '26th, at the Pool, or bridge of Skebo, three and a 
half furfungs, in an uncultivated country. This bridge built 
of brick and mortar, ftands over a fmall river whofe name I 
could not learn, running to the fouthward or left, and is ford- 
able at mod: feafons. 

On the 27th, at Corian, a large village, fdur and a half 
furfungs. In this neighbourhood, I-faw feme windmills, for 

IV 

'grinding corn j they are conftrudled on the fame" principles as 
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thofe of Europe, but inftead ,of canvas wings, broad leaved flags 
are iiibflituted. The toU gatherer at Corian affefts to obferve 
a peculiar vigilance in the execution of his office, which he 
faw occafion to exercife on me. 

Passengers, proceeding to the weftward, ufually procure 
a paflport at Herat ; but being averle to a mode, which might 
have led to inconvenient explanations, I did not apply for this do- 
cument. The officer, though glad of the omiffion, held out the 
utter impoffibility of palling without the fignature of govern- 
ment, and argued with much delicacy on the crime of difobe- 
dience. But feeling fome of my money in his hand, he ob- 
ferved that my cafe admitted a favorable conftruftion j that 
I was an Arab, and a pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufchid. 
He would therefore relax a little, he faid, in fo good a caiife. 
To put money in thy purfe, is as necelTary in Khorafan as it 
was in Venice, with the difference that there, the more deco- 
ra ei the garb, the greater refped was ffiewn to the perfoo, 
whereas in Afia, the fecurity and the comforts of life, often 
depend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its' appendages. 

The complaints of Afiatic travellers againft a camel driver, 
aie not lefs frequent than thofe of marine paffengers in our 
country, againft the mafter of a fliip, and oftentimes with the 
like want of juft caufe. Men under rcftraint and deprived of 
accuftomed amufements, become unreafonabie in their delires 
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and fretful from the natural difappointment of vain wifhes. The 
crOfs incidents which their litnation^ neceflarily produces, and 
whicii a degree of fkill might qualify, are often outrageouily 
afciibed to their condu£l:or. This preliminary though militat- 
ing againft myfelf, 1 thought but honeft to the exhibition of 
certain* charges againft Ali the kafilah direflor. The firft fliewsj 
that having bargained with this Mahometan, on the payment 
of a ftipulated fum, for a conveyance to Turlhifli, he at the 
firft halting place laid me under a contribution, on a pretence 
of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, thouglv he well 
knew, that the equipment of a mendicant, could not have been 
more llender. This demand was no fboner adjufted, than he 
commenced another attack, not on my purfe, though that was 
weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all over. 

Ali feeing me generally addrefted by the title of Hadji, and 
treated with a marked civility, was much mortified, and be- 
gan to fap the importance I had obtained. He whifpered to 
fome of thofe with whom I affociated, that I was no Hadgi^ 
nor even one of the true faith. They expreffed great furprize 
at this information, but blamed him for the difclofure, nor did 
they ever commuuicate the ftoiy to the otlicr paliengers, or abate 
in their former attention. 

On the 29th, at Charfoorch, feven furfungs, a ftation in an 
uninhabited country, and fnpplied with one well, whofe water 
-was barely fuSicient for the fupply of ctur party. 

On 
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On the 30th, at Turfala, three and a half furfungs, a Na- 
tion in the defert, near a well of brackifti water. 

On the ift of Pecember, atKaufF, fevcn furfungs, a populous, 
and in this country a large village, which maintains a moderate 
traffick with Herat, Mufchid, and Turfhifli. Markets and public 
ftops being only feen in the cities and principal towns of Perfia 
and Afghaniftan, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to 
the houfekeepers, who are often unable to provide the required 
quantity. Though KaufF is a village of note, bread in no part 
of it is publickly vended, and having occafion for a three days 
fupply, I advanced the required price to a Perfian, who, after 
keeping me in waiting till midnight abfconded. Bread and the 
cheefe of Iheeps milk, when procurable, was my common fare; 
which, with a water beverage, gave me a vigor and ftrength 
equal to the daily fatigue I incurred. And when the incle- 
mency of the weather is confidered, and how broken his reft 
muft be who is carried on the back of the roughed paced ani- 
mal th^ moves, thruft alfo into a crib not half his (ize, and 
ftunned by the loud clamours of the drivers, you . muft grant 
that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required to accom- 
pany the kafilahs in northern Perfia. 

Having witnelTed the robuft adlivity of the people of this 
country and Afghaniftan, I am induced to think, that the hu- 
man body may fuftain the moft laborious fervices, without the 
aid' of animal food. The Afghan whofe foie aliment is bread, 
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curdled milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often pro* 
duces in one day, extreme heat and cold, lhall undergo as 
much fatigue, and exert as much ftrengtb, as the porter of 
London, who copioufly feeds on flelh meat and alej nor, is 
he fubjeft to the like acute and obftinate diforders. It is a 
well known faft, that the Arabs of the fliore of the Red Sea, 
who live with little exception on dates and lemons, carry bur- 
thens of fuch an extraordinary weight, that its fpecifiq men- 
tion to an European ear, would feem romance. 

On the 3d of December, at Ruee, four and a half furfungs, 
a populous village, where a fall of fnow produced a change on 
the face of the land, to which I had been long a llrangen 
Halted on the 4th, on account of the infpeftion of fome goods 
which had been damaged by the weather. Three Perfians with 
myfelf occupied the lower part of a windmill, which our joint,, 
endeavours to defend from the cold, were wholly ineffeflualt 
yet my companions feemed little affefted, by it. They were 
horfemen, and having no attendants, were obliged to clean their 
cattle, and go in fearch of forage, fuel and provifions ; thefe offices 
they peiformed with alacrity, nor did they once (brink from 
the boifterous drifts of fnow and a north wind tliat, I verily 
believe, muft have fwept every mountain-top in Tartary, r My, 
body, which a relidence of many years in India, bad greatly re- 
laxed, and a recent ficknefs enfeebled, was, open to every touch 
®f thofe rude blafts, and I faw with mortification a noitli Bri- 
ton, 
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ton, fcrccning himfclf from a climate, which imparted vigor to 
an Aiiatic. My affiiciates had been horfemen in the fervice of 
Timur Shah, but difgufted'at his ill payments, they had retired, 
and-w^re returning to their families at Nilhabor, 
i ' O'N the 5th, al Say Day, five and a half furfungs, a fmall 
fortified village, whofc adjacent lands extending in a* valley-, 
feemed to be well cultivated. 

On the 6th, at Afiikara, five furfungs, a fmall fortified vil- 
lage. A great quantity of fnow fell on our arrival at this 
place, and the weather became fo tempeftuous, that the kafilah 
could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feck Ihel-* 
ter, and after earneft intreaties, were conduced into a fmall 
dark room,- barely capable of defending us againft the ftorm, 
which had now fet in with violence. The inhabitants aware 
of our diftrefs, furniflied an abundant fupply of fuel, which be- 
came as necelTary to our exiftence as food ; but when the cold 
was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent want of pro- 
vifions j not an article of which was to be procured at Alhkara. 
This dilemma difmayed the ftouteft of us, and became the more 
alarming from the apparently fixed ftate of the weather. Yet, 
fuch cordial pleafures are inherent in fociety, that though pent 
up in a dark hovel, which afforded but a flimfy Iheltcr againft 
the mounds of fnow furioufly hurled againft it, our good hu- 
mour with each other, and an ample fupply of firing, produced 
cheerfulnefs and content. 


One 
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■ Ome 'of our aflbciates who had received a more than ordinary 
education, and had a tafte for poetical iiteratui'e, amufed us with 
reading Jamis’s ftory of Jofeph and Zukicha,* which for its fcenes 
of wondrous pathetic adventure, and the luxuriant genius of the 
poet, is happily adapted to foften the rigors of a winter’s, day. 
Nor was pur companion deficient in accompanying the reading 
with that energetic emphafis and deep nafal tone, which in the 
eaft is thought highly ornamental to the recitation of poetry. 

As our pleafures and our forrows exift largely in the ima- 
gination, and as at this period, my ideas did not wander beyond 
the circle of my refidence, I felt comforts in my prefcnt fitaation, 
equal perhaps to the enjoyments of the moft refined focieties. 
How often in the fervor of my heart, have I prayed for the 
fortitude which is fald to have aftuated the ftoic fchool, that I 
might ftiackle, or at leaft qualify the paffions that are continn-t ► 
ally precipitating us into dependance and embarraflinents, and 
eftabliOi within myfelf a refource. for conducting all the opera- 
tions of life. But the wifli was futile, nor would the gratifi- 
cation of it accord with the ceconomy of human nature. 

The inhabitants of Aflikara were, now bufily emplowd in, 
commemorating the death of HujTeyo, the fecond fon of Ali, wha 
was flain at Katibullah, in the vicinity of Bag<lat, where a-rnojjai'' 

* The Patriarch of .Sgypt. Zu'eichais tlie naniy g^^i-byt^e 
wife of Potiphar. 
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ment has been erefted to his metnoiy, ^ind whither the Schiahi 
numeroufly refort, in the firft ten days of the Mahometan month 
Mohurrum,* to offer up their prayers. Hullin, the elder bi other, 
was poifoned by fome female machinations ; but the celebration of 
this event, vv'hich is noticed at a different pei iod ot the year, does 
not produce that tumultuous lamentation, and often "dangerous 
effects which accompany the memory of Huffeyn’s fate. 

A PILGRIMAGE to the tomb of Hufleyn, confers the title of 
Karribullahee ; which claffes next after the Hadji, and befoie a 
Mufehidee, an appellation given to thofe who vifit the fhrine of 
Mufehid. The pilgrims of Kaiibullah make grievous complaints 
of the infults and oppreffion of the Turks. Yet it would feem 
that perfecution inflames and invigorates their fenfe of this reli- 
gious duty, fo that it is merely rated by the extent of difficulty and 
danger it occurs 3 for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks 
of the Ganges, to proftrate himfelf at Huffeyn’s tomb, amidft the 
feoffs and rigor of the Tuiks. To prevent the Afghans from 
throwing a ridicule on their obfeivance of the Mohui rum cere- 
mony, which happened during our halt at Affikara, the Perfians 
fliut the gate of the fort, and dommemorated the day by beating 
their breaffs, and chanting in a mournful tone, the praifes of 
Hufleyn. 

* The Mahometan months being Lunar, the fails obfetved in Ramfar and Mo- 
J-urrum are moveable. 
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’In 'India, though the proportion of the fe£l of Ali is fmall; 
?nd Hiifleyn only known but by his name, this occafion never, 
fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and cnthufiafm, and it 
often happened, that the mafquerade mourners, impelled by a vio- 
lent agitation of their minds and bodies, and heated alfo by intox- 
ication, dommit defperate outrages. But the fa£l is, that all the 
natives of India, Hindoos, and Mahometans, are wondroufly .at- 
trafted by public exhibitions, and thofe of the moft glaring land. 
'Though any- external- commemoration of Hufleyn’s. death is re- 
pugnant to the doctrine of the Soonis, thofe of India, camiot refill 
lb alluring an offer of gratifying their love of fhew and hoifci 
Many of the Hindoos alfo, in compliance with this propenfity, and 
the ufage of their Mahometan matters, contribute largely to aug- 
ment the Mohurrum proceffions. I have heard. Mr. Schwartz, 
Ghfiftian. mittiohary on the coaft of .Coromandel, as pbus a 
prieft as ever preached the gofpel, and as good, a man as ever 
adorned fqcifsty, complain that many of his. Indian profelytes, dif- . 
gutted at his churche’s want of glitter and buttle, take an early op- 
portunity of going over to the Popilh communion, where they are 
congenially gratified by, the paint^i fcenery, by relics, chai'ms, and 
the blaze of fire-works. From Schiahs and Soonis, Protettants- 
^nd Roman Catholics, I am forcibly brought to the bufin^fsiofi 
the day. It is tiie roguery of a camel-driver, bn.’whom, ttiould 
you ever travel ip Perfia, never pat y0UDfalth.i Adi- fiow gravely 
■^forip^, me^ that'ihR meant to proceed 'x> 4 ithe next day towards 

T 2 Nilha- 
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Nifhabor, but that he would provide a conveyance for me to Tur- 
flii& on an afs. It was- in vain to talk of engagements, the injufticc 
of forfeiting them, or the fum I had advanced j and had not one of 
my affociales pleaded my caufc with a fpirit that intimidated him, 
Ali would have laughed at my plea. 

On the i oth, the ftorm having abated, the kafilah moved be- 
fore day-break, and arrived in the evening at Hoondeabad, fix and 
a half furfungs, a fmall village, fituate in a well cultivated plain, 
watered by many rivulets, Ali, with an ill grace, procured for me 
one fide of a camel, the other being poifed by a bag of rice, con- 
figned to. the market of Turlhifli) my companions, who had con- 
tinued to treat me with much kindnefs, proceeded from this Ra- 
tion to Nifhabor, which lies about feventy miles to the north-weft 
of Hoondeabad. 

The divifion of Khorafan, which has been annexed to the 
Afghan empire, feems to be wholly entrufted to the management 
of Perfians, who though a conquered people, live in the enjoy- 
ment of every right, civil or religious, which could have been 
granted to them under their own princes. We met a party this 
day, returning from the army which Timur Shah had fent to be- 
fiege Mufchid. This city, on which depends a fmall traft of ter- 
ritory, is governed by Shah Rock, a grandfon of Nadir Shah, and 
I believe, the only branch of that prince’s family now in exiftence. 

Shah Rock is the offspring of Mirza Kuli, the eldeft fon of 
Nadir Shah, by a daughter of the Sultan Huffeyn, who was driven 
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on t he throne of Perfia by Mahmoud the Afghan. After Nadir’s 
death,* the empire fell to the pjfleffion of Ali, his nephew, who 
cut otF all the defcendants of Nadir, except Shah Rock then a 
youth, whom he intended to raife nominally to the throne, ftiould 
the Perfians fhew any ftrenuous oppofition to his government. 
But being in a fhort time after his acceffion, encountered by his 
brother, who by liberal donations had collefted a ftrong force, 
Ali was defeated and taken prifoner in the field. Ibrahinr, though 
at the head of a numerous army, and poffeffing the fouthern pro- 
vinces of the empire, faw the impraclibility of attaining the do- 
minion of Perfia, whilft Shah Rock, who was much beloved in 
Khorafan, held the city of Mufchid, where a lai'ge portion of the 
treafures of Nadir were depofited. 

That he might the better fucceed in his deCgn of feizmg the 
of Shah Rock, his only rival, he declared this prince, by 
a lineal defcent from Nadir and the race of Soli, to be the right- 
fiill heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to 
Ifpahan, that he might there be invefted with the diadem of his 
anceitors. The adherents of Shah Rock, averfe from entj ufting 
him to fo powerful and fufpiclous a charge, made an advan- 
tageous ufe of Ibrahim’s profefiion?, by inftalling with the ue- 
celTary ceremonials, the young prince at Mufchid. Ibrahim, 

* Nadir Shah was alTaffioated at the age of fusty years, near Mufchid, in the 
iBonth of June, 1747. 
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ill the defign of drawing Shah Rock to Ifpahan, caufed 
himfelf to be pj'oclaimed^ king, and proceeded to reduce ‘the 
chiefs of Khorafan. But fquandering his treafures by an in-, 
diiciirainate profuiion, and having difgufted his troops by an 
injudicious choice of ofRcers, he was betrayed by them, and to- 
gether with Ali, then his prifoner, delivered to the minifters, 
Shah Rock, who put the brothers to death. 

About this period appeared, it is faid, a defcend^t of the 
ancient Soli family, who had efcaped the maflacre of the times, 
-and improving to his purpofes the diftraftion of th? kingdom 
and the minority of a young prince, he fuborned, by a largefe, 
and extenfive promifes, a party in the court of Mpfchid, and! 
having procured at a fecret hour admittance into the palace of 
Mukhid, he feized the perfon of Shah Rock and deprived him 
of fight. The a£l was foon punilhed by the death, of the. 
perpetrator ; but Shah Rock, cut off by this calamity from the 
hope of empire, was contented to remain at Mufehid, in the 
polTeflion of a very limitted revenue. 

He has two fons, Nadir Mirza, and Wulll Neainufc, who 
are waging againft each other an inveterate predatory war. 
W ulli Neamut being driven from the city, has coUeiSbed a body 
of cavalry, which in Khorafan are ever ready to rove in quell 
of plunder, and are at this lime levying a general contribution on 
every village, karavan, and traveller, within his power or reach; 
not Iparing even the pilgrims. After an inelFeaual effort to’ 
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enter the citv, he folicited the affiftance of Timur Shah, who 
fent a fmall army to join h'm and befiege Mulchid. But their 
knowledge of artillery is fo limited, that the Afghans after the 
campaign of a year, have only been enabled to ftieighten the 
fupplies of the befieged. 

Wh,en the extenfive -conquefts of the Afghans in Perfia are 
confidered, the fpacious empire which they have fo recently 
founded, and their general reputation for military prowefs, I 
felt a fenfible difappointment at feeing their armies, compofed of a 
tumultuous body, without order or common difcipline. It is feen, 
however, that they were good foldiers under Ahmed Shah, who 
himfelf, a prince of conf[)icuous military talent and a difcerning 
patron of merit, was empowered to give his troops that foite 
which they conftitutionally polTefs. Yet even under this famed 
leader, the Afghans, impetuous, and haughty from the form. of 
their government, were never an obedient foldiery 1 and the fevere 
encounters which Ahmed Shah experienced from the Sicquesj 
When he ultimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the 
defertion of his troops, who already en; iched by the plunder of 
India, retired in la.-ge bodies to their own country. 

Though far Ihort of the opinion T had formed of it, the Af- 
ghan army is much loperior to that of Ptifia at the prefcnt day, 
who long deprived of a monarch, and fubje6fed either to a' foreign 
yoke or the precarious authority of petty chieftains, have loft with 
their patrionfm the fpirit of enterprke. It appears that the Per- 

fians 
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^lans have been ever ill acquainted with the ufe of fire arms, and 
,thr.!: their grand ihcceffcs were obtained by the formidable onfet of 
their ca\aliy. other proof indeed is required of their want 

pf Ikill, than a review of Nadir’s long fiege of Bagdad, which, 
though a fortification of mean tenability, baffled all his efforts. 
Xhe matchlock-piece is the common w'eapon of a Perfian foot fol- 
difer, except in the province of Auderbeijan, and in fome parts of 
Shirvan and Dhaghiftan, where the ufe of the fpring lock mufquet 
has been adopted from the Turks ; but the ridicule which has 
been thrown on this pradife by the body of the people, will pro- 
bably long prevent its general introduftion. The feverity of the 
winter feafon, has now obliged the Afghan army to retire into 
quarters, and afforded a temporaiy relief to the inhabitants of 
Mufehid, who began to feel a want of proviCons. 

The young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefentatlons 
of his clergy, has coined into current fpecie fuch of thofe orna-- 
ments with which the oftentatious zeal of the Schiahs had for two 
centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Beza, as had been 
preferved from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed fo& 
of priefthood, made his offering at the Ihrine of Mufehid. But 
his defendant fearing that the whole fabric would fall into the 
unhallowed hands of his enemies, has .wifely facrificed a part, to 
prevent a total deftruiffion. Vet lirs efforts will probably be fruit- 
lefs j for if the Afghans return to the fiege, they will derive a con- 
fiderable aid from the low ftate of the Mufehid treafury, which I 

am 
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am irffortned is nearly confumed. While the priefts inveigh 
-with Sufficient acrimony againft the facrilegious feizu[e of Na- 
dir Mirza, there is no limit to their inveftives againft his bro- 
ther, on whom they deprecate the fevereft divine vengeange, for 
calling in the inveterate foes of their religion, to the deftruftion 
of the only facred city left in the pofleffion of the feft of Ali. 

On the nth, at Fidgeroot, a fmall fort, three and a half 
furfungs, fituate in a cultivated and generally a plain country, 
in whofe vicinity are feen many fortified villages. 

On the 12th, at Dochabad, four and a half furfungs, a 
populous open village, protefted by an adjoining fort, and dif- 
tinguiftied by a manufacture of raw file. The diftriCts of Do- 
chabad form the the weftern boundary of the dominion of Ti- 
mur Shah, which in a direction from Kalhmire to this place,* 

occupy by a grofs computation, a fpace of Britifh 

tniles. Were this fpacious extent of territory, governed by as 
vigorous and enterprizing a prince, as it is peopled by a brave 
and hardy race of men, the entire conqueft of Perfia would not 
be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah inherits no por- 
tion of his father’s genius, and lus power is feldom feen or 
felt, except fome objeCt of wealth, and of fafe accomplifliment 
be held out to his avarice. The exiftence of the emperor is 

* It is to be noted, that fome petty chiefships lying between Ka/hmire and the In- 
dus, are held by independant Afghans. 
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then felt, and for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked by a 
fear that thefe opinions taay be thought prefuraptuous and dog- 
matical, and that from {lender opportunities of acquiring infor- 
mation, I 'have decided with an unwarrantable preremptorinefs 
on the character of a prince, in whofe country I have been but 
a mere fojourner. I have only to urge, that the language which 
i have held, is prevalent in the country, and its truth ftrongly 
marked in all the operations of government, which come be- 
fore the public eye. 

On the 13th, at Koot, fix'furfungs, a village dependent on 
the chief of Turfliiflt. From the vicinity of Dochabad, a wafte 
extends to this place, on which is neither an inhabitant, or the 
leafl token of vegetation ; and it Ihould feem that nature had 
interpofed this barren fand to preclude the aflaults of war, and 
even difeourage a difpofition to focial intercourfe. To the north, 
extends a lofty chain of mountains covered with fnow,* and 
the other quarters (hew a tract of fand, thinly marked with 
craggy hills. 

The proprietor of the camel 011 which I rode, had carried 
me to Koot, his place of refrdence, fearing to carry his wares, 
principally compofed of rice, to the town of Turfhilh, leaft the 
chief {hould take it at an arbitrary price. He told me, that 

* A road leads over thefe mountains to Mufehid, which is faid to be one hun- 
dred miles north- weft from Turlhifl), and about tliirty miles to the northward of 
Nifliabor. 
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his Csfttle were not defined for that place, whither I might 
purfue my way in the bell: manner I liked, except on his ca- 
mel. The fort of Turflrilh being at no greater diftance than 
two miles, I would have proceeded without hefitation, could 
I have carried my baggage, which though of little value, was 
too heavy a load for me. After much intreaty, it was tran- 
fported at my charge, on the back of an afs,* to the kara- 
vaiifera at Turfhifh j there I found every apartment occupied, 
but the application of a ftnall piece of money to the gate- 
keeper, who regulates the diftribution of quarters, introduced me 
to a lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The Arranger accofted 
me with evident tokens of joy, obferving, that the folitary life he 
had pafled at Turfliifli, was very tirefome to him, and that he 
expefted a cordial relief from my company. This reception 
was happily adapted to my purpole, and promifed my Maho- 
metan charafirer a fair introduftion. It was agreed that a joint 
board -fliould^ be kept, that my aflbeiate, yet weak from a late 
iicknefs, fliould prepare the vidlnals, and that I flioukl furnilh 
the water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no good 
water at a nearer diftance than a mile. 

Here I muft: inform you, that this was hy no means a 
degrading duty, and is performed by travellers of a rank much 

, • The Perlian affes are of a ftrong make, and much ofeJ by. dealers in finall and or- 

dinary wares. I have feen the conveyance of large parties, confifting of thofe aninuL, 
which appear to be more a£tive and endure more fatigue than thofe of England. 

U 2 fupe- 



-156 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS, 


fuperior to that I held, and alfo that few travellers in this- coun- 
try of whatever condition exhibit any appearance of wealth, fear- 
ing the opprelfions of government, and the licentious exaftions 
of the toll gatherers. Even men of opulence do not carry 3 
fervant. 

, N 

Previously to the commencement of a journey, focieties 
are formed at the place of rendezvous, where the different offices 
are alloted to each j the moft robuft generally provide the water j 
fome are employed in the kitchen, while others go in qiieft of pro- 
vifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity 
have offered to fix fuch a fcheme, it is adjufted on the firft halting 
day, and preferved on a cordial footing throughout the journey. 
It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not alfo (hewn 
to the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thele parties. 
When known, and they are foon diftinguiflied, they become by 
common confent exempt from the more laborious occupations, 
and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a refpeftful 
indulgence. My prefent companion, whofe name I never knew 
or alked, was overcaft with a fixed melancholy refervej nor, 
could I extradl from him other information, than that he had laft 
come from Afterabad. But he ffudioufly avoided giving me any 
intelligence of the affairs of that province, efpecially of the Ruf- 
fian trade there which I much defired to know, and of which 
he muff have been informed ; and though he feemed to like 
my company or perhaps my affiftance, he foon became to me an 

unplea- 
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.unplcafant colleague. In a few days, his departure to Herat 
deft ,me foie tenant of a dark Iblitary lodging, with the advan- 
tage, and with the privilege of being unrefervedly admitted into 
the fociety of the karavanfera, as a pure Mahometan. 

In the courfe of vacancies, I got poffeffion of a more cotn- 
modious* apartment, in the corner of which I found at firft en- 
trance, a decent looking old man fmoking his pipe. On en- 
quiry it appeared, that he was then wholly at large ; but that 
his ufual fubfiftance arofe from vending certain fpells, which 
were powerfully efficacious in conferring every fpecies of worldly 
happinefs, and confequently in the preclufion of all evil. Yet 
he was willing to fhut up his book, he faid, fliould any other 
profpedt of naaintainance he held out. This being the perfon I 
was in fearch of, I made him a cordial tender of my affiftance, 
and invited him to a participation of my fare. The offer came 
to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth 
of winter, and he honeftly confeifed to me, that his charms had 
fo bad a run at Turfhifh, that even a fcanty meal was earned 
with difficulty. 

The mollah, which was the title he had derived from his 
profeffional fkill, with a natural good temper, had acquired an 
accommodating difpofition ; he was all things to all men ; and 
he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our affocia- 
tion. The little regularity I obferved in our" .domeftic lyftem, 
efpecially in the hours of eating, was fubjedl of frequent com- 
plaint 
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plaint to the mollah, who applied to the bufmefs th-' 
in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, \ iTt . . c. * -e 
attention; nor was Sancho more attached to its prov’.icc , ,,,d 
he alfo reprehended my difregard to thofe diflies which he ■ ,(t 
favored. His cenfiire generally conveyed an ejaculation of r- 
prize, at the negleol; of a cjnecni the moft important to n .m, 
or at my bad taftc, which he alledged, muft have been vitiaf:d 
in the courfe of my journeying through barbarous countries. 

Having enjoyed during my acquaintance with this mollah 
To many conveniencies, and fo pleafing a quiet of mind, I often 
review the feene with fenfible emotions of pleafure. For my 
ftrength, as well as my fpirits, had been much exhanfted by 
the fatigues of the road, and various moleftations neceflarily 
incident to a traveller of my defeription. The cold being in- 
tenfe and the country covered with fnow, it became expedient 
in the firft inftance, to lay in a ftock of fuel, which -is. a dear 
commodity at Turlhilh, that we might at Icaft communicate 
an external heat to our bodies ; for our creed precluded any in*- 
terior cordial, nor durfi: we even mention its name. But we 
were moderately recreated by a wholefome diet, large fires, a 
clean hearth, with plenty of Perfian tobacco, which is of a moft 
excellent kind.* When I have contemplated the progrefs of 

* That produced at Tubbus, a town about one hundred miles to the fouth-weft of 
Turlhifb, is efteeraed the heft in Perfia, 

my 
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my aflbciate in his culinary occupation, in mixing with care 
and ea neftiiefs the ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vi- 
gorbuflv with a large wooden fpoon, Blowing and arranging the 
file, till his eyes were red, I have been prompted to compare 
Lm to a Pruffian feijeant, immerfed in the fury and enthufiafm 
of diill.ng a fquad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies 
all the ability of their brains. Nor could one of our minute 
viituofos have been moie inflated with pride at the difco'^ery of 
a new fpecies of fnail, than the raollah, in demonftrating the 
qualities of fome favorite dilh. 

The excellent fervices of my companion now left me at 
libeity to vvalk about the town, coheJl infoimatioii, .rnd fitquent 
the public baths. In the even ng we were always at home, 
when the Mollah at the conclufion of our meal, either read a 
ftory of YufufF and Zuleicha which he did but lamely, or open- 
ing his book of fpells, he would expound the viitues of his 
noftrums, which embraced fo wide a compafs, that few difeafes 
of the mind or body could refift their force. They extend-d from 
recalling to the padis or viitiie, the heps of a flail wife, and 
filencing the tongue of a fcolding one, to curing chilbalm, and 
deilroying worms. His piactice he told m , liad been more 
extenfive than profitable, being chieJy cmplo)<.d by the lower 
clafles of people ; the rich rarely fought his aid. He was me- 
ditating, he faid, which I had now obviated, a journey to Miif- 
chid, where he would have been enabled to pals the winter, a 

feafou 
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feafon always of anxious care to him ; as for the fummet', he 
never beftowed a thought on it. 

The duty of religion fat rather loofely on the mollah, for 
out of the five daily prayers,* he ufually firuck off four, and 
on many days the omifiion was total. But obferving that I was 
yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfure my negligence ; not 
that I was degraded in his opinion, but it was ncceflary, he 
faid, to maintain a decorum of manners, that the people of 
the karavanfera might not make unfavourable remarks. The 
fpirit and tendency of the mollah’s obfervation, when impar- 
tially confidered, difclofes the grand tenure by which the reli- 
gion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is on the daily reci- 
tal of five prayers, f wafting as often, and a reftridlion from a 
certain food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradife. 
And the reputation of fuch a perfon, in Perfia, is equal to that 
of our men of virtue, honor, and humanity. Even to that of 
our man of faftion. 

* The firft, a fliort one, is faid before the break, of day, the fecond on the earlieft 
appearance of light, a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nemaz, or time of prayer, 
the third about two hours before fun-fet, the fourth at the clofe of the evening, this is 
alfo termed the Wokt Nemaz, and the fifth in the courfe of the night. The fecond 
and fourth prayers are moft regularly obferved. 

t 1 have feen grave long bearded Mahometans, retire a few Heps from the exhibit 
tiqn of a lafcivious dance, and in the &me apartmnnt kneel to their prayers, which baf- 
Xily muttering, they returned to the amnfement. 
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t)N' Vhe other fide, he that fliall negleft thefe ceremonies, 
thpugh he may execute to an ample extent, the duties of a good 
citizen, is branded with the general mark of contumely j and 
fliould his condition of life not be fufficiently eminent to 
command refpedl, he is cut off from many of the benefits of fo- 
ciety. That I may point out to you more fpecifically the opi- 
nion of a Mahometan on the effential efficacy of forms, I am in- 
duced to relate an obfervation of the mollah. In fpeaking of 
an Afghan, who had himfelf accefs to the karavanfera by an 
agreeable and friendly difpofition, he faid, that he willingly fub- 
fcribed to the compafs of his moral merits, but was forry to 
fee them vitiated by offering up his prayers with folded hands. 
Does it not aftonilh you, that the mind of a creature fo ex- 
quifitcly formed by the great lord of nature, fliould have be- 

U F 

come fo ftrongly fettered by the fliackles of prejudice, fliould have 
formed ideas fo derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be 
fearful of approaching his altar but in certain pofitions and flec- 
tions of the body. 

Travelling once with fome Perfians on a fultiy day, and 
over an ill watered country, the party unexpeffedly approaciied a 
finall ftream, where liaftil^ difmounting, I drank a cup of water 
with avidity, one of the Perfians who flood near me, crybff'ohf h'l 
an earnefl: tone, while I was finifliing the draught, to referve a little 
in the bottom of the veffel, and throw it on the ground with an 
VoL. II. X 
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execration on the memory of Yezid.* On feeing that not a drop 
remained, he vietved me^with evident marks of deteftation, and 
pronounced me a kauhr. But Perfia has long loft her men of 
genius and philanthrophy. The day of Ferdouli, Sadi, and Hafiz, 
is fet in barbarous darknefs j and little elfe is now written or 
liftened to, except the legends of priefts, or the chimerical exploits 
of the twelve Imaums, which nearly quadrate in ftyle and matter 
with our renowned nuifeiy hiftories of Tom Thumb, or Jack the 
Giant-killer •, though with a more pernicious effedl ; for the Per- 
fian writings ftrongly tend to eternife amongft them a rancorous 
hatred to all thofe of a different creed. 

It is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz, were fo much 
offended at his bold difquifitions on the religion of the Koran, 
and witty ftridtures on the loofe conduft of the clergy, that at 
his death, they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet 
the later Perfians have not only acquitted Hafiz of any charge 
of irreligion, though almoft every page of the poet refutes the 
polition, but they aflert, that under the cloak of his fportive 
pleafurable exhortations, he deferibes the excellency of their 
faith, and the future happinefs of pious Mahometans. 

While the mollah and I were enjoying the comforts of a 
commodious apartment, and lavoury meffes, made in rotation 

* The chief who flew Hufleyn the fon of Ali. 

of 
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of beef, mutton, and camels flelh, on a fudden, every room of 
the karavanfera was tumultuoufly filled by a large body of piL 
grims *■ fi om the Ihrine of Mufchid. - What an exuberance of 
zeal rauft have animated thefe devotees ! wliich neither fo dif- 
tant and perilous a journey could detei', or the inclement feafon of 
the year cool. The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous 
than had been for fome years remembered, particularly in the 
quarter of Mufchid and Nilhabor, where two of thefe pilgrims' 
had peri/hed in the fiiow, and others had loft their limbs by the 
feverity of the froft. 

In that band, which rulhed into our apartment, was a perfon 
who feemed to take the avowed lead ; he was better equipped than 
his alTociates, and wore on his head the infignia of a hadji if a 
pilgrim, who fupplied the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre 
the room, and as loon as he had noticed its fituation, he dlllodged 
without ceremony,' and with much facility from one of its corners, 
the very portable chattels of our poor mollah i and in the voice of 
authority, declared the place affigned to the ufe of .the hadji, whom 
he reprefented to be of fuperior rank and importance. 

The hadji took his feat with a folemn air, and looking haugh- 
tily around, he threw his eye on me, and immediately alked, or 
rather demanded my name and bufinefs. The queftion was con- 

* They were chiefly inhabitants of Tabriz, the ancient Taurus, I believe, a town 
in the province of Anderbeijan. 

. t la it is a ftrip of cloth commonly greea, rolled on the' edge of the cap. 
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veyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the interro- 
gator ; indeed I quickly faw, from the party’s deference to him, the 
ncceffity of obfervi'ng a-refpe£tful cotukifl: to this fuperb Ma- 
hometan. I told him -that I was an Arab, travelling to Miif- 
chid j but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to Ipcak 
in my fuppofed language. Endeavouring to fupprefs mj embar- 
raffment at fo complete a conviction of fallity, I obferved, that 
I had affttjned the name of an Arab, for the purpofe of travel- 
ing with rhore fafety j but that I was a native of Kalhmire, 
proceeding on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such ftp- 
lies, which in the eaft may be deferibed by the fmoother term, 
fimulation, are in common ufe among Aliatic travellers j and unw 
lefs other teftimony corroborates their relations, little credit is 
given, nor is much expeded. It is fufEcient that their true ftory 
remains concealed. 

This emendation of my account, produced no apparent fur- 
prize, nor any further interrogation ; and from the mode of the 
hadji’s behaviour, it was evident that I had not fuffered in his 
opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an in- 
varied feene of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to pre- 
ferve it } fo that, God forgive me, I never wanted a ready talc I'br 
current ufe. I have now only to hope, that when it may be no 
longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo fuccefsfully main- 
tained, I (hall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garni- 
ture for ever. The hadji was a refident of Balfrolh, the principal 

town 
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town of Mazanderan, where he maintained a confiderahle traffic 3 

* 

he lui joined the Tabrez pilgrims at Mufchid, and was now on 
the way back to his own province. ' The occafion of accompany- 
ing this party was not to be forgone 5 as few roads are of more 
dangerous paffage, than that from Turftiilh to the Cafpian fea, 
and qonfeqaently not much frequented. The hadji, to whom 1 
applied for a paffage to Balfrolh, affefted to lay various obftacles 
in my way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargain 
conformably, that is, he ftipulated for a double amount of the 
ufual hire, 

The territory of Turfhiffi, which takes in about — — 

miles from eaft to weft, and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal 
direftion, is held by Abedullah, an independant Perfian chief ; he 
feems to be forty years of age, has a refpeflable appearance, and 
affumes that air of gravity which ftrongly pervades the manneis of 
the higher claffes of Mahometans. His adminiftration is well 
liked by the people, who feem to aft and fpeak very much at 
their eafe. Paffengers are never interrogated, nor is a paffpoit 
required. 

Adjoining to old Turftiilh, called alfo Sultanabad, which is 
of fmall compafs, and furrounded with a wall, Abedulla has built 
a new town, in an angle of which ftands the karavanfera, the only 
one I have feen in Perfia, which is not interiorly fupplied with 
water. The chief and his officers refide in the new quarter, where 
is alfo held the market, which the inhabitants fay, has not been 

fo 
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rfb well fuppliedj fince the Afghan troops have laid wafte th? 
diftrifts of Mufchid, and tliereby impeded the traffic of tins quar- 
ter of Khorafan. ”■ . 

The trade of Turfhifli, arifes chiefly from the import of in- 
idigo and other dyes from the vveftward, woollen cloths, and rice, 
which is fcantily produced in this vicinity, from Herat. . And 
the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in thick 
plates. The fmall quantity of European cloths required at Tur- 
fliifli, is brought from Mazanderan, by the way of Shahroot, or 
from Ghilan, by the way of the great road of Yezd. About 
one hundred Hindoo families from Moultan and Jeflilmere. are 
eftablifhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their 
emigration on this fide of Perfia ; they occupy a quarter in which 
no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where they conduced 
bufinels without moleftation or infult; and I was not a little 
furprized to fee thofe of the Bramin fedV, diftinguiflied by the 
appellation of Peerzadah, a title which the Mahometans ufualiy 
beftow on the defcendants of their prophet. Small companies 
of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Mufchid, Yezd, Kachan, Cafbin, 
and fome parts of the Cafpian fliore; and more extenfive fo- 
cieties in the different towns of the Perfian Gulf, where they 
maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern coaft of India. 

The departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji pur- 
chafed a horfe for my conveyance, with the money which I had 
advanced ; but not thinking my weight and baggage a fufficlent 

burthen 
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Inirtlien for the animal, by no means a robuft one, he added two 

heavy parcels of dying ftuffs, on which I was to be feated. Thii 

* 

was the moft rapacious Mahometan I had yet known ; not fatis- 
fied with the firft extortion, he urged me without intermiffion, for 
a loan of money, even the moft trifling fum j in other words, he 
wantfed to cheat me. There are, I believe, few fiich men amongft 
us as Hadji Mahomet. He had the reputation of being an opulent 
merchant, and he was con netted with perfons of the firft rank itC 
his country 5 his deportment was grave and dignified j his manners 
in common iotercourfe were fo forcibly infinuating, that he never 
failed to pleafe, even thofe who knew and had experienced his ill 
qualities} he had, on the odenfible fcore of devotion, made pil- 
grim, ges in A'-abia, Turkey, and Perfia} he prayed with unde- 
viating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of fu- 
pererogatory orifons. Yet this man of property and rank, of po- 
lite manners, and profefled fanclity, having in vain aimed at a 
larger fum, importuned me in abjeft language to lend or give him 
half a crown. But my feelings having become callous, from a 
long a.Tociation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had none, I was enabled 
to withftand, with intrepid coolnefs, the intreaties of the hadji, 
who feemed to take the refufal nothing amifjj indeed I ima- 
gine, he accounted me a perfon of diferetion, and convetfant in 
the bufmefs of the world. 

f That I might the better guard againft a fiifpielon of the cha- 
ttier I reprefented» efpecially in ihc^roind of the hadji, who to 

bis 
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his other acquirements united infatiable inquifitivencfs, I tol hdim 
that 1 was a Sooni, imagining that the low eftiniation in which 
this fe£l is held in Perfia, would prevent further notice. The 
hadji did not approve of this charatter, which was rarely feen, 
and much abhorred in this part of the country ; nor would it be 
fafe for a Sooni, he faid, to travel in the fociety of Schiah pilgl’ims* 
who elevated by their late purification at Mufehid, would affume- a 
merit from infulting and ill treating me. ' , ‘ 

£y the council of Hadji Mahomed I became a Schiah, and 
was received among the pilgrims without a fcruple. It was, be- 
lieve me, with no little concern, that I parted from the mollah, 
who had been to me an ufefui as well as a pleafant companion } 
and in the unreferved intercourfe which had for fome days fub- 
fifted between us, I experienced a pleafure, the more fcnfiblc, as 
ray fituation before had been folitary and irkfome. In his deal- 
ings, I found him pundtually honeft, for conceiving an attach- 
ment to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the 
places where he made his purchafes for me, but never difeovered 
a falfe charge. ' 

On the morning of the 28th of December, left Turfltifh, and 
about noon arrived at the village of Killeelabad, two and a half 
furfungs. Our party confifting of about fix or feven perfohs, the 
Tubrez having not yet joined, halted at a fmall karavanfera, where 
being plentifully fupplied with fuel by one of the villagers, to 

whom 
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whooj our hadj'i was known, we pafled a cold fnowy night very 
comfortably. ^ 

' On the 29th, at Hadjiabad, a fmall fort, three furfungs. 
When the chief of this place was informed that Hadji Mahomed 
was our leader, for though of a diftant province, he was well 
known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and hofpitably 
entertained. 

This day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport 
the heavy burthen that had been laid upon him. He eat little, 
fweated much, and often Rumbled. In one of his inclinations, I 
was thrown from my elevated feat with a violent fliock, and re- 
ceived a violent contufion on the hand. Inftead of expreffing any 
concern at the difafter, the hadji Iharply reprehended my want 
of (kill, and predided ill fuccefs to my undertakings. 

At Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavor, a 
property indeed of this fruit in moft parts of Perfia. It has a thin 
foft Ikin, and contains a large quantity of juice, than which no- 
thing in hot weather, or after fatigue can be more grateful. 
There is a fpecies of the pomegranate, in Perfia and alfo in Af- 
ghaniftan, whofe granules are without feed, called the Redana;^ 
it is of a fuperior kind, and generally fcarcc. 

On the 30th, at Nowblehu-ckum, thiee furfungs, a large and 
populous village, where our party was joined by the Tabrez pil- 


This word in the Perfic, ligniHes without feed. 
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grims. From Turfhifli to this place, the general, diredion of the 
road, lay about weft 5 the jountiy is open and well cultivated, -but 
like the eafterh divifion of Khorafan, Icantily fupplied with wq jcI 
and running water. At this place, my endeavour to procure a ftoi'k 
of wheat bread, to fupport me during a three or four days jouiney 

It 

over a defc, t, which jay in the road, was wholly fruitlefs. The 
number of applicants for a like provifioii was fo great, and their 
arguments from the late meritorious fervice they had performed, 
was fo much more efficacious than mine, that I was obliged to reft 
fatisfied with a few barley cakes. 

Being thrown by a fort of chance, for the two laft days, into 
the company of a Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgri- 
mage of Mufchid, we agreed after a Ihort preliminary, to place in 
a common ftock our provifions and good offices. Man you know 
of all created beings, is the leaft fitted, and the leaf! defiious to live 
alone. It is true, that if not funk by vice, or fafcinated by diffipa- 
tion, he will occafionally fly from the fatigues of bufinefs, the rapid 
hurry of crow'ds, and feeking the fliade of retirement, folace and 
■ exercife his intellectual faculties. But when he has breathed out 

^ his day of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the 
world he fled fi om, with a fond folicitude. It is not for me to 
expatiate on the pleafures and ufes'of fociety, the fubjetl: has for 
ages fallen under the moft extenfive and erudite difcuffioHj nor 
can the pen of a journalift give it additional luftre. I will now 
only obferve, that after a tedious fatiguing journey, it was with a 

high 
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^'hj^.relifli, I fat down to a homely tneaj|.with this feid, whofe re- 
p^rks and fingular opinions on the fuljgedl: of religion, never failed 
<0 give amufement and information. 

On the 3 ill, at Durroona, feven furfungs, a fmall village, fi- 
tuate near the weftern boundary of the territory of Abedullah, the 
road led in a weftern direftion through a barren country. In 
ci . -ga fteep rivulet, during this day’s journey, my horfe precipi* 
taL^a j with the hadji’s bags of dye into the middle of it, where we 
were difcovered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He fmote 
his beard until his anger found utterance, when he poured on me a 
torrent of abufe, and charging his ill fortune to my fcandalous omif- 
fion of the ftated prayers of a Muffulman, he declared that I flrould 
indemnify the lofs of his paint to the laft fartliing. 

On the ift January, 1784, having travelled eight furfungs, 
through a defert, which was interfperfed with low hills and a 
thin Mattering wood, we halted on an eminence, where the fnow 
which covered it, fupplied our water. My horfe became fo much 
er.ft-ebled, that he was unable to carry me with the other part 
ris ioadj and I (liould have been left on the ground, had 
j ;i fome of the pafl’engers who were apprized of the extraor- 
rh’uiry fum which I had paid for hire, warmly expoftulatecl with 
the hadji on the injuftice of his conduct ; fomewhat abathed at 
tile remonftrance, and fearful perhaps of a more general attack 
on thfe many weak fides of his charafter, the hadji procured a 
hone, from a perfon who was proceedipgttW9 ftages on our road, 

Y z and 
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'and who for a fmall conlented to difmount and Inctj/; an 
exceflive fatigue. j j 

The domeftic afibciate of Hadji Mahomed, having feen hiS 
patron treat me with negleft, and often with rudenefs, thought 
that he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit ; but feeing 
<no reafon to fliew him the refpeCl: which I obferved to the hadji, 

I was provoked this evening to give him a fmart chaftifement, 
and in the Englilh manner; a fpccies of attack as novel to him 
as it was efficacious, and which forprized the pilgrims, who be- 
ftowcd on me a general applaufe. In this occurrence, you will 
perceive the effential advantages of my Mahometan charafter : for 
in my real one no affront, however inlblent, or opprobrious could 
have warranted any aflive refcntment ; the only refource would 
have been a ftlent patience ; it is indeed often neceffary to alTuage 
the offender’s wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that 
would probably be infli^led on a Chrillian, hardy enough to lift his 
hand in this part of Perfia, againft a Mahometan, would be a heavy 
fine or fevere corporal punifliment. 

The Armenians who vifit mod of the quarters of weftem Ali?, 
are feldonv feen on this road, dreading equally the inimical dilp >- 
fition and inveterate prejudices of the inhabitants to all thole of 
a different faith, and the incurfions of the Turkoman Tartars. 

On the ad, at Towrone , five furfungs, a fmall fortified village, 
fituate in the diftiifts of Ilmael Khan, an independant chief, who 
alfo claims the defert, extending from Deronne to this place ; nor is 

it 
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it-pr^ble that the property will ever be diljfuted. Many travellers, 
iti^ald, have perilhed in this track, fr^Jn the intenfe heats and a 
fcarcity of water, which in the courfe of the firft ftage, is procured 
but in one fpot, by digging fmall wells. 

We learned that a party of fifty Turcoman horfe, had yefter- 
day paflSd under the walls of Towrone, in the way to their own 
country. Thefe fierce free-booters who wage a common war on 
the Pcrfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who fall into their 
hands. To prevent an efcape, the captives are fent into the inte- 
rior parts of the country, where they are employed in tending the 
numerous droves of cattle and horfes, with which Tartary abounds. 
They are alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the moft rude and 
favage of all the Tartar race.* A flavery with thefe is fpoken of with 

horror. 


* One of the names of a native of Tartary, in the language of hit country, n Tat- 
ter and Tattaur. Having often indulged a cnriofity in fearching for the etimology of 
Aiiatic nimes, which though not tending to the developement of any impoi t ant faffs, 
may fubordinate lights, 1 have been induced to infen fome of them in this place. 

I h t rm, F erung or h eriiighee, a name commonly appli> d at this day among moft 
> of the nations of 'rfia, except the Chinefe, feems to be derived from Frank, an ap* 
pellation by which the Crufade Chriltians were indifcriminatcly defcribed by the inha- 
bitants of Aiia iviinor. 

Sari-’i' one of the names formerly given to the people of “irabia, may on a ground 
fair enough be deduced fro u Sahara, which in the Arabic, fignifies a defert, and may 
with equal propnef, be given to the inhabitant of a barren region, as the tenh High- 
lander, among us, Co the relident of a mountainous country j and 1 am the more induced 
to adopt the probable truth of this derivation, as it was pointed out to me by the moft 
accurate fchokr ^ihe prcfeot AichbiOiop of York) of our Country. 


The 
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liorror, and accounted Ig^orfe than death. The Turcomany»f this 
day, are a tribe of no ir|por,tant note ; and their military Q^'a- 
tions are di^'edled chiefly to the attack of karavans and defencelefs 
villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people 
which produced a Zinjis and a Timur j the conquerors of Afia, 
whofe pofterity were feen in this country, fcated on 'the moft 
fplendid throne of the wot Id. It is now received as a general pofi- 
tion of hiftory, that thofe iramenfe bodies of foldicrs which fpread 
over and ultimately fubdued the dominion of Rome, under the 
name of Goths and Vandals, were the Tartars of Bochara, Kheiva 
and the Ihores of the Cafpian. The prefent chief of the Turcoman 
Xribe, refides at Bochara, where he keeps a moderate court, and ex- 
ercifes a very limited power. The Tartars of the more eaftern re- 
gions, the modern conquerors of China, who may be ranged under 
the common defignation of Kalmucks and Monguls, are divided 
into various roving herds, and would feem to be no longer a caufe of 
dread to the fouthern nations of Afia. 

Preparing this morning to proceed, I could neither find the 
horfe I had ridden yefterday, nor its mafter, who it appeared had 
proceeded alone an hour before the departure of the party. The 


The Mahometan fubjefts of the Ottoman empire, are known in Europe by the 
common name of Turks, which immediately accords with one if the grand tleiigna- 
tions ufed by the Tartars, who wrefted that region from the Arabian khaliphat. And 
a caufe of a fimilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo traders, to apply 
the fame denomination to the Mahometans of India. 
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road being covered with a deep fnow, it (Was with great fatigue 
i(jd«xertions I could overtake the Mttta, who frankly faid, that 
h5\va$ aporehenfive of not being paid oy the hadji, but, that If 1 
would anfwer for the payment of the hire, I might immediately 
mount his fteed. The adjuftment being fpeedily made, I rode on 
to Towrone ; from whence I fent back this fame perfon, on whotn 
money had irrefiftible force, to bring the hadji’s tired horfe, which 
1 learned from fome of the paffengers, was fcarcely able to crawl. 
Fearful of being altogether abandoned by Hadji Mahomet, I found 
it neceffary to fpeak to him in onreferved language, which was 
ftrongly fupported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice I had ac^- 
quiied, and after much oppofition, became fuccefsful, 

On the 3 d, the kafilah halted in a Jtllit, eight fuifungs, at a 
fmall ftream, the only water feen in Uie courfo of this day’s jour- 
ney } the Ghilan feid and I had filled our bottle for mutual life, 
and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which fupplied our evening 
meal, giving me a violent thirft, I made frequent applications to 
our water flork. The feid, feeing that I had taken more than a 
juft portion, rcquiied that the refiJue ihouhl be icftivcd for his 
ceremonial ablutions. 

While the feid retired to prey, I went in fe.irch of fuel, 
and returning fiift to our quarter, I haftily drauk off the re- 
maining water, and again betook myfelf to wood-cutting, that 
I might not be d'fcovered near the emp y veffel by ray afibciate, 
who had natuially an iralcibie temper. When 1 fuppofed he 

had 
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liad returned from his ^prayer, I brought in a large load voo ' , 
which 1 threw on the ground with an air of great fatij^ , 
of having done a meritorious fervice. “ Aye,” fays he, ‘ fie 

“ I hke a true believer have been performing my duty to 1, 
“ and you toiling to procure us firing for this cold ni^ , 
fome hardened kaufir, who I wifli may never drink again in 
“ this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was 
“ fet apart for my ablutions.” He made ftrift fearch among 
our neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he termed 
itj but receiving no latisfaftory information, he deliberately de- 
livered him or them to the charge of every devil in the infernal 
catalogue, and went grumbling to lleep. 

On the 4 th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and 
populous village, the refrdence of Ifmael Khan, who pofleffes a 
fmall independant territory in this quaiter. The road fiom 
Towrone, led in a wcftern direftion, through a defert track, In- 
tcrfperfed with low and bare hills. 

About three miles to the eaftward of Khanahoody, a chain 
of mountains, of the medium altitude, extends in a north and 
fouth diieftion, whofe weftern face is confiderably higher than 
that to the eaftward. This branch of hills, which feem to 
have a long fcope, has effected a grand change in the courfe 
of the running waters. The ftreams on the weftern fide, have 
a fouth-weft current, and flow, I imagine, into the Cafpian fea, 
or into the head of the gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the 

eaftern 
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caftcm. jfide, are probably carried to tl^raore fouthern Qiores 
of ^ Gulf. ; 

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the 
weft and north-weft, a wide extended plain, thickly covered 
with villages and arable lands j nor does a riling ground in this 
diredtion ’interrupt the utmoft fcope of the eye. Here I muft 
note, that this quarter of Perfia has now affumed its moft un- 
favorable appearance j it being the depth of winter, when little 
vegetation is feen on the ground, and not a leaf on the trees: 
This day died an old man of oar party, who had been long 
ailing ; and what was rather Angular, his death happened while 
he was on horfeback. 

On the 5th, at Bearjumund, three fnrfungs, a populous 
village in the diftridls of Ifmael Khan. Halted on the 6th, on 
account of the ficknefs of our kafilah direftor. Two of the 
pilgrims who were carpenters, made a litter for him, which was 
furnilhed with poles like a fedan, and carried by two mules, 
one of which w'as yoked before and the other behind the feat. 

On the 7th, at Nafiiabad, nine furfungs, a fmall foitrcfs 
in ruins, fituate on an eminence. We palled at about midway 
through two uninhabited villages near each other, Kow and 
KaufF, noted places of rendezvous of the Turkoman banditti,! 
and ftanding on one of the grand roads from Perfia into Tar- 
taiy. On approaching Nafirabad, I obferved. numerous bones of 
a large fize ftrewed on the ground, and which I learned weie‘ 
-.Vox,. II.^ Z the 
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the remains of fome Js? 'the elephants of Nai^r Shah, ijbo had 
ordered them to be {enl( in^to the fouthern provinces, wher| jthe 

* i 

warmth of climate is better adapted to the health of thofe ani- 
mals : but many of them died on the journey. 

Persia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, has fuf- 
fered fevere devaluations, and has been grievoufly depopulated. 
The various petty chiefs, who hold themfelves- but the rulers of a 
day, are often incited to opprefs the inhabitants, and impofe 
heavy taxes on the merchant ; yet thefe exaftions might receive 
fome alleviation, did the governors exert any aftive efforts in de- 
fending their diftrifts from the depredations of the Tartars, who, 
even in parties of a hundred, are fcouring the country from Muf. 
chid to the Cafpian fea and in the courfe of this laft year, a body 
of them, lefs than a thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of 
Ifpahan. Such adls of unreftrained violence, marked with every 
fpecies of barbarity, will point out fome of the evils^ Which have 
this day overwhelmed ' Perfia, which muft remain funk in this in- 
glorious ohfcurity, until fome future hero fhall deftroy the prefent 
pigmy race, and railing the ftruflure of a new empire, fhall col- 
left its ftrength, and impart to it vigorous a£lion. 

All the towns, villages, and even the fmalleft hamlets in 
the northern divifion of Perfia, though but at the diftance of 
half a mile from each other, are furrounded with walls, which 
feem to have beep crefted more as a fhelter againft domeftic 
robbery and private feuds, than the aflault of an enemy. In 

'confidering 
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confidefiiig the perpetual alarms, folicitude and machinations, 
wjiich' ihuft neceffarily agitate the inhabitants of this region, we 
are* at a lofs, whether to confider them more as objefts of re- 
proach for the depravity of their manners, or of pity, at view- 
ing the ftate of national debafement, to which they have been 
precipitated by the declenlion of their empire. 

On tlie 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buftan, four furfungs, 
a fmall but populous town. From Nowblehuckum, the road 
lay abou tweft to Towrone, whence it had, I apprehend, a weft 
by north direftion to Shahroot.* The horfe which I had hired 
from the hadji to carry me to Mazanderan, having died this 
day, I was detained on the road to take care of my little 
chattels, which muft have been loft, had not fome of my ka- 
filah acquaintances each conveyed a portion, though their horfes 
.were much jaded. 

; Passing over a fertile well watered plain, which furrounds, 
to a wide fpace, the town of Shahroot, I came late in 'the evening 
■to the karavanfera, where I found the Ghilan feid in pofleflion of 
an apartment, which he had taken for our joint ufe. The cold 
was here extremely iiitenfe, and had reached the point, which the 
Perfians with a peculiar force of expreftjon, term the Zerb Zim- 
miftan, the ftroke of winter. The fnow fell thickly about us-, 

* The Tahrez pilgrims left Shahroot, about five miles to the right of weftward, 
and proceeded towards their own country by the way of Simna and Caibin. 
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and the piercing north wind made every creature flirink from its 
blaft ; nor were there many corrals at band to qualify thefe 
ligors. 

Firing is fcarcer here than in any part of Khorafan, it is of 
a bad quality for fuel, and much of it is of a green wood. Our 
lodging had no aperture but the door, which the feid^ to fcreen 
himfelf from the cold kept fliut ; nor could my moft carneft in- 
treaty obtain any opening for the difcharge of the fmoke. The 
only material differences indeed exifting between us, arofe from 
this, and another defpotic arrangement of the feid, which ufed to 
caufe fome warm debates. 

It was ray bufinefs, being the more aftive member, to pur- 
chafe and bring in fuel, and before day light, to procure water 
and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to perform the ab- 
lution preparatory to prayer, an omiffion of which he would have 
dreaded as the precuifor of fome dire calamity. The feid confented 
to kindle the fire, an office which I could never perform without 
fuffering acute pain in my eyes from the fmoke. Thus were our 
labours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided; but when 
we came to enjoy the fruits of it, this, defeendant of his prophet, 
wrapped in a iarge cloak made of ftieep (kins, would take fo un- 
accommodating a poft at, or rather over our fmall fire, which was 
in a mannei embraced by the extended Ikirts of his garment, that 
I received no wamitli ; and I (houl'd not have knowm that a fire 
was in the room, but for a profufion of fmoke. I never remem- 

her 
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bev to'4vavc fufFered fo much inconveniency from the cold j nor 
could all my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me 
from fliivering. My anger would often break out to an extreme 
height at the feid’s total feizure of the fire-place, and excited very 
impaflioned language) but which he never failed to allay, by fel- 
ting forth, that he was old and infirm, that he had foregone all 
his domeftic comforts, which were many, to vifit in the depth of 
winter a diftant fhrine, and that in confideration of a deed fo me- 
ritorious, and alfo of his holy defcent, it was my duty to aflill 
and indulge his wants. 

' My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of mod: of the 

fafts fet forth, made his arguments unanfwerable ) and in return 

for the furrender of the hearth, I was invited to Ghilan, where he 

promifed to give me a wife out of his family, and fuitable provi- 

fion for my maintenance. Such was the ordinary refuU of our 

bickerings, and it always tended to make the connedlion more 

> 

cordial. In my little difputes on the road, the feid gave me vigo- 
rous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about 
my perfon, which it fometimes produced, he would immediately 
affert that I belonged to him. I have been received as his fon, by 
thofe who only knew us en paflant ) nor did our appearance diC^ 
credit the belief, for we were naturally of a fair complexion,' of 
the fame ftature, with greyifh eyes. 

« r r- ' ' . 

At Shahroot' we were frequently' vilited by a^Mazanderan 

flioe- 
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•flioemaker,* the moft efferverfqent zealot, . that ever counted his 
.beads or entered a ^ofque. Having thrown afide his tools and 
committed the (hop to the management of his wife, he had laid 
out the greateft portion of his property on a horfe, and a large 
jeoran, and made the grand tour of all the celebrated pilgri- 
mages in Perfia. But he grievoufly lamented that the na’Tow 
Rate of his fortunes, would not permit a vifitation at the holy 
tomb of his prophet, which only could make his death eafy, 
and his affurance of Heaven well founded. Exclulive of the orr 
dained prayers, he pradtifed many of a fubfidiary quality, which 
might be termed the half notes of fupplication, and thefe were 
inceffantly whined out with a deep nafal tone, and fometimei 
when his fpirit was violently agitated, he would difeharge them 
with a bellow, as if he meant to batter down the gates of Pa- 
radife by ftorm. 

This flioemaker was a little man, extret^jely irafcible, -and 
though immerfed in devotion, he did not (hew the fmalleft re- 
miflion in the management of his temporal concerns. Ii\ aq 
altercation with the feid, about the adjuftment of - a^»^ fmall 
account, not more than three halfpence, a furious conteft arofe 
which terminated wholly in favor of the (hoemaker, his language 
which run with an obflreperous fluency, dunned and greatly ter- 

* The PerCan (hoemaker is not as in India of the lowed ranks of the people, but 
elafles among the moft reputable tradcfmen'of his country. 
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rified ’my companion, who hearing himfelf in a breath called 
Chiiftian, Jew, and Infidel, fled from, the combat with precipi- 
tancy. This faid flioemaker, by an ill-timed intrufion, had dif- 
covered me taking fome money out of my purfe j and imme- 
diately retiring, declared to all the people of the karavanfera, that 
the kachmiry, my travelling name at that time, was polTeflcd of 
a large ti eafure in gold and diamonds, which he himlelf had feen. 

Such a difcovery in a country governed even by the moft 
l^lutary laws, might have endangered my propeity and perfon, 
but in this quarter of the world, where a man’s throat is often 
cut for the fee Ample of his cloak, it placed me in eminent peril. 
But the chain of favorable events, little ftrengthened by my own 
merits, which had propitioufly conduced me from the banks of 
the Ganges, through many an inhofpitable track, ftill continued 
to lead me on fafely. 

Having no important matter to lay before you, I miift ex- 
tend my egotifms, and inform you that Hadji Mahomet, having 
now arrived in the territory of the Mazanderan chief, by whom 
he was favored, threw off all refeiTCj he plainly told me, that 
inftead of looking to him for a future conveyance, 1 Ihould think 
myfelf fortunate in not being charged with the price of his horfejf 
and the damage done to bis wares. Seeing him equally eropovv^red 
as difpofed to do me an injury, I cheerfully cancelled my en- 
gagements with him', on the provifo of obtaining his pfoteftion 
during the journey to Mazanderan. 


Shah- 
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Shaiiroot, with its independant diftrids including Nafir- 
abad, pertains properly, I believe, to the Khorafan divlfion, though 
it now holds bf Afterabad,* which with Mazanderan and Hazaar- 
Tirreeb is governed by Aga Mahomed Khan, one of the moft 
important chiefs, now remaining in Perfia. The town of Shahroot 
is fmall and farrounded in fome parts with a flight earthen wall. 
The houfes from a want of wood are built of unburnt bricks, 
and covered with a flat arch of the fame materials. 

Many people are feen in this vicinity, whofe nofes, fingers, 
and toes, have been deftroyed by the frofl, which is faid to ba 
feverar at Shahroot, than any part of Perfia. The principal traf- 
fick of this diftridl arifes from the export of cotton, unwrought 
and in thread, to Mazanderan •, and the returns from thence are 
made in Rufliau bar-iron and fteel, a little broad-cloth, chiefly 
of Dutch manufacture, copper and cutlery. Sugar, from its high, 
price, being rarely ufed by the lower clafs of Perfians, they have 
adapted to its purpofes a fyrup called Sheerah, made of the 
iEfpiflated juice of grapes j but it feemed to be of an irritating 
and inflammable quality j and moft of them mix with their 
food the exprefled juice of the four pomegranate, which makes 
a high flavored and falubrious acid. 

On the the 17th of January, I joined a cotton kafilah, and 

> Shahroot lyes about one hundred miles to the eaftvrard of the town of Afterabad. 
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proceeded to Dhey * Mollah, a ftnall walled village, four furfungs. 
The horfe which I had hired at Shahroot was ftrong and well 
paced, and promifed to be a very valuable acquifition, as a great 
part of the Mazanderan road, lies over a mountainous country, 
covered with forefts and interfered by rapid ftreams. 

At. D hey Mollah, the feid and I were entertained with cor- 
dial hofpitality ; a benefit wholly afcribed to the inherent and 
contingent virtues of my companion, who from defcent, as well 
as his late arduous pilgrimage, had a twofold claim on the be- 
nevolence of hifl countrymen. I fliould be deficient indeed, in 
Ordinary gratitude, did I not feel the kind offices of this feid, 
who fmoothed the many inconveniencies which often croffed my 
way, and procured for me accommodations not attainable by com- 
mon travellers. The fruits of this village, fome of which were 
(yet frefh, are in great eftimation, particularly the pomegranet, 
-Which is not inferior to that of Hadjiabad. This quarter of Per- 
/fia produces a variety of vegetables, as cabbages, carrots, peas, 
and turnips ; the latter of an excellent kind, and compofes in 
the feafon a principal portion of the food of the inhabitants. 

On the i8th, at Tauck, a fmall fort, five and a half ‘furfungs. 
This day an intenfe froft, which had congealed all the ftandi^ 
water, kept me fhivering with cold dining the firft part of tlS 
journey. About eight miles to the fouth-eaft of Tauck, ftands 

* Obey in the Ptrfic, fignifies a village, 
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on a fpaclous plain, the town of Diimgam, whofe lofty mina- 
rets are feen at a great diftance. This plain has become famous, 
in the latter annals of Perfia, for a viftory obtained by Nadk 
Shah, before the period of his fovereignty, over the Afghan AllirufF, 
who then held poffelTion of Ifpahan. The battle which v/as fe- 
'vere but decifive, twelve of thirty thoufand Afghans being it is 
laid, either killed or taken, advanced Nadir high in the eftima- 
tion of Shah Thamas, who was prefent in the aftion. As a dif- 
tinguifhed mark of his favor, and one of the moft honourable, 
which the Perfian princes ufed to confer on a fubjeft, he per- 
mitted Nadir to be denominated the royal flave, by the title of 
Thamas Kuli.* 

It would afford me a fenlible pleafure, were I enabled to 
point out to you, any monuments of the former grandeur and 
magnificence of the Perfian empire, which has been feen to run a 
long courfe of glory, and to often combat with fuccefs the legions 
of Rome j yet where are now the Roman eagles, that were wont to 
‘ftun the world with the cry of vidory f Where are now the Reeled 
bands of Perfia, who infulted the corfe of a kotharf'.gfeneral and 
'exhibited a captive Csefar, as a gazing flock to barbarous nations ? 
They have been fmote by the deflrudive hand of time, which 
points with derifion at their puny race, and at the inflability of 

* This event which is mentioned in Fnset’s account of Nadir Shah, happened la 
the year 1729. 
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human power. It is in the footh of Perfia, where the reUcs of 
its ancient ‘grandeur are to be fought, but even there, the mif- 
ftiapen ruins of Babylon and Perfepblis faintly mark the prif- 
tine grandeur and coftly tafte of its princes. 

The upper provinces, though affording the grand fupply of 
brave and hardy foldiers, were rarely vifited by the luxurious mo- 
narchs of Perlia, who dreading the bleak air and barren afpeft 
of the nprth, eftabliflied their refidence in milder climates, whi- 
ther they carried the improvements of knowledge and the refine- 
ments of ait. Among the inftitutions beft fitted to give perma- 
nency to the Perfian empire. Were it invefted with individual fo- 
vereignty, policy would urge the removal of its capital to Kho- 
rafan, famous for the falubrity of its air, and the military abi- 
lity of its inhabitants. Its fituation is alfo well adapted for 
checking the incurfions of the Tartar and Afghan nations, and 
it poffeffes a city,* held by the Perfians, in .enthuliiftio'teve- 
tence. 

^ ISPAHAN' and Shiraz, feated in the centre of a countiy en- 
joying a foft ferenity of air, and replete with the various incite- 
inents to luxury, muft foon enervate their inhabitants and pro** 
mote the influence of corruption. The Perfians fay that, Kareej^ 
Khan, one of the late chiefs of the fouthern provinces, was often 
urged by his officers to carry his arms into Khoralan, a cdnquefl: 


<* Mofchid. 
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which would neceflarily have given him the fupreme dominion 
of Perfia ; but though brave and ehterprizing, he had too long 
indulged in the pleafures of Sliiraz, and ufed to palliate his le- 
luftance to the propofed expedition, by obferving that after the 
long and dangerous fiege of a fmall fort, nothing would be found 
in it, but a few bags of chopped ftraw for his horfe. u Yet he 
muft have been aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his 
army with thofe foldiers, who empowered Nadir to expel the Tmks 
-and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India. 
The northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and preda- 
tory militia, who from their bleak plains and mountains, were 
wont to pour their force upon the nations of the fouth, but who 
in their turn felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes, 
until continued emigrations wafted the Itock, and witheld the 
power of foreign conqueft. 

On the 19th, at Killautau, five and a half furfungs, an (^en 
village fituate on the declivity of a hill. This day’s journey led 
over a gradual afeent, interfperfed with low wood, and fcattered 
Ipaces of arable land. This bang the laft ftatiati fop^the road, 
where bread is to be procured on the eaft fide of the Mazanderan 
limits, I procured a necefiary fupply. 

' On the 20th, at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of 
ruined buildings on an eminence, a mile’s diftance to the northward 
of the fmall village of Hirroos, The proprietor of my horfe, a car- 
rier, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family refi- 
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dence, and wlfhed much to carry tnc with him ; the deviation from 
ou? track being but fliort, I had confented to the propofal, and was 
•about turning into the path which led to his village, when 
Hadji Mahomet arrived and prevented me. 

As this was among the very few marks of goodnefs which 
I experienced from the hadji, to notice it, is but Ample juftice 
to his chamber, of which perhaps, you are already impreffed 
with an ill opinion. Taking me afide, he enjoined me, in a 
manner which evinced an honeft concern, not on any pretence 
to proceed to the carrier’s village} that the ftory of the Ihoe- 
maker had circulated a general belief of my great wealth, and 
that the carriers had been heard in concerting fchemes to rob, 
and even deftroy me; that if fuch was their defign, there were 
few aflions, he obferved, however atrocious, which thefe men 
would not perpetrate, when plunder was the objeft ; and that 
the lituation of the village, which was detached and inhabited 
only by their families, would equally facilitate the purpofe, as: 
preclude a difcovery. 

This reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; 
but having before confented to accompany the cairier, to whom 
the caufe of the refufal could not be affigned, I impofed the 
talk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own Iw- 
nefs, told the carrier, in a Item tone, that as I was, under hi^’i^ 
charge, he would not permit me to be Ibparated from him. 
Though the carrier continued to tu’ge bis purpofe by a long and 

flrenuous 
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ftrenuous argument, he was overruled by the hadji, who by forae 
degree of compulfion, configned my horfe to the charge of another 
perfon. As we rode on, the hadji congratuleted my near etcape * 
from a combination, which muft have been tbtal to my perfon, or 
deprived me of my property ; for that many robberies were com- 
mitted in thefe parts, and ufually accompanied by murder. ^ 

This night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to 
have pertained to fome place of greater note, than the appearance 
of the adjacent ruins indicated. The Ghilan feid had not joined 
me in the latter part of the journey, according to a ufage obferv^ 

us, for adjufting the concerns of our evening meal, but more 
prudently went to Hirroos, where he was well received. Being 
how' habituated to the feid’s company, which had become equally 
amuhng and convenient, for even our little difputes had a rifible 
tendency, I fenfibly felt its lofs. Though our acquaintance was 
of fuch fhort duration, I already began to efteem this man als d' 
trufty friend ; fo natural and immediate is the propeftfity to cleave 
to what gives us folace and relieves our anxiety ; nor is any obje£^ 
more completely wefted with this property, than-aipite^lpfl'tom- 
panion. 

Cordial connexions and the interchange of good offices, no 
where make a quicker prt^refs than in the courfe of h journey; 

'> Travellers, aware of the approach of a period, which is to caufe a 
general, probably a final reparation, occupy to the beft advantage, 
the limited extent of their aiTociatlons ; and as few'felfifh views 

have 
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Jiave thus to fpring up, thefe contingent compacts ufoally abound 
p good humour and good faith. In India, they have in common 
circulation, as a fentence cxpreffive of the pleafureS arifing from 
curfory focieties and parties, cafually formed, “ Enjoy this mcet- 
V ing as a gift fnatched from fate j for the hour of'departure 
“ ftan4s on your head.” Being now about to enter a province, 
different in its afpeft and produftion from that of Khorafan, I 
will here draw the line of divifion, which may be done with th? 
more propriety at Killaufir, as it will alfo mark the eaftern limit 
of Hazaar Jireeb,* a fmall diftrifl dependant on Mazanderan. 

From Shahroot, the road has nearly a weftern dircftion, 
through a country generally open. Low hills are alfo feen at 
wide intervals. The foil is a mixture of fand and earth, and well 
cultivated as far as the vicinity of Killantau, where the vallies be- 
pcHne more contracted, and leave but fmall fpaces for agriculture. 
The lides of the hills are chiefly appropriated to^e paflures of 
iheep, whicbare numerous and of -an excellent lanff.- 

On the zift, at Challoo, four furfungs, a fmall open village, 
on the eaftern fide of the bafe of a fteep hill, and clofe on the 
brink of a rapid ftream, which was daflied with a bold and beau- 
tiful effect on the rocks that lay thickly fcattered in its bed. We 
had now entered a country overfpread with mountains and foreH, 
in which were many oak trees, but their dwarfifti appearance 

* Huur in the Perfic, figniiiea a thouiand, and Jireel^ a meafurement of Land. 
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fliewed that they wanted a kinder foil and climate. At ClialloOj 
the fcid largely reaped the fruits of his pilgrimage and his facred 
defeent. He and confequehtly his affociate, for he never failed to" 
divide with me the good things w'hich fell to his lot, were lodged 
in a mofque, and hofpitahly treated by the inhabitants, who fup- 
plied us in the firft inftance with great ftore of fuel, which ena- 
bled us to hold out againft a heavy ftorm of fnow, and a piercing 
north wind j and without which, indeed, our fpacious and airy 
apartment muft have been untenable. 

It was with pleafure I again faw an open village ; it exhibited' 
a ruftic fimplicity and a peaceful conhdence, which I think could 
not have exifted within a rampart. The inhabitants alfo, if 
their kitidnefs to us has not biafled me too much in their favor, 
feemed to be more civilized and humane, than the people of 
Khorafan. The houfes here are built with flat roofs, fupported 
with large beams, which the adjacent forefts plentifully fup'ply, 
A continuance of the ftorm, detained us on the 2 2d, at Chai- 
loo, where we found no abatement of the hofpitality of the in-' 
habitants, who furnilhed every thing that could renrfer'^our'fitu- 
ation commodious. 

On the 23d, in the morning, our party moved and penetrated 
through a mountainous country, interfedfed with rivulets, and 
clofely covered with large trees, which being ftripped of their leaves, 
I could not afeertain the different fpecies, nor could the carriers, 
whofe only knowledge feems to conlift in driving horfes. Halted, 

at 
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at the diftance of five furfungs from Challoo, under fome trees, 
about one hundred yards from the fide of the road, where we kept 
a ‘large fire burning throughout the night ; not for deterring the 
attack of wild beads, which arc not numerous in thefe woods, but 
to qualify the intenfe coldnefs of the air. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the foreft. In 
the evening, while I was riding alone, the party, which had pro- 
ceeded a Ihort way before me, turned quickly into the wood, and 
came to their ftation-ground. It was in vain that I endeavoured 
"to trace any marks of men or horfes ; for the ground to a great 
extent was flrewed with leaves. My horfe, on having for fome 
time loft fight of the party, became reftlefs, and I thought much 
terrified. It neighed inceflantly, and though a willing, a(5i:ive 
animal, would not move in any direction but with reluftance. 
My fituation grew alarming j it was growing dark, and I found 
myfelf bewildered in an immenfe foreft, with fcarcely the hope of 
obtaining relief during ihat night. 

In fearching for a fpot to faften the horfe, and lay myfelf 
down, good fortune threw in my way two men, who were driving 
a loaded bullock and an afs. Without noticing my embarraflment, 
which they might have made an ill ufe of, or even making any •* 
enquiries, I learned that a part of the kafilah had proceeded on^ 
the road which they were purfiiing, and going with them about 
two miles, I found Hadji Mahomet, with fome other paflengers, 
refreftiing themfelves on a fraall plain, (kirted by a ftiesm of 
VoL. 11. ' B b 
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water. The proprietor of the hoi/cj who had followed, expieflcd 
much difpleafure at my quitting him, which he afciibed to the 
council of the hadji, whom he fpoke of with a fneer, and laughed 
at the fo!t of proleflion \^hich I had chofen. 

Ow this night was fccn by moH of the pafTengers, a ffar, with 
a brightly illuminated tail, which I apprehend, fiom its'form and 
quick motion, mud have been a comet. Hadji Mahomet now 
became profufe in his offeis of fervice; he promifed me every ac-* 
commodation at Mazandeiaii, as a fupply of cloths, for I was 
ill apparelled, a pioper place of lodging, and to difpatch me 
with fafety to the quarter of my deftination. This man, though 
one of the moft acute and knowing of his feft, did not feem 
to entertain any -idea of my being a Chriftianj yet he fufpefted 
the truth of my nariatlve, or rather, he did not believe a word 
of itj but imagined that I was a trader in jewels, which were 
concealed about my perfon. 

Desirous of knowing the Rate of the Ruffian navigation, 
on the Cafpian fea, I had fought the information with too tnuch 
earneftnefs, which created a fufpicion at Shahroot, that I wa*) a 
Ruffian, efcaped from the captivity of the Tartars, and return- 
ing to my own country. But this conjefture ceafed, when it 
was known that I had come from the eaftern fide of Perfia. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs, through the foieft. 
The gieatefl part of this day’s journey, lying over lleep hills of 
a moilt clayey foil, became of difficult accefs to our cattle.. 

The 
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The: 'Gnrriei-s of this road, ufually employ marcs for the con- 
veyance of mci-cliancliae, being more traftable than ftalllons, and 
requiring lefs attendance. They arc indeed as quiet as any do- 
rr.cilic animal, and though feeding at large, during the night> 
th(5y never Arrayed from the vicinity of titc ftation. 

On returning this evening, from a finall exctirfion into the 
foreflr, I found that iny Ghilan aflbeiate had left his quarter* 
and gone over to the pcrfoii who has been before mentioned, 
its the travelling afliftant of Hadji Mahomet. He wa.s alfo a' 
native of Ghilan, well known to the feid, and being flout and 
hale, had previoully to their departure, agreed to be the feid’s 
affiftant daring the pilgrimage ; it was a concern of moment to 
this old infirm man, in the various accidents to which a long and 
harralTing journey was liable, to have fo capable a companion j 
a'nd the Ghilanee, "to corroborate the fincerity of his offer, had 
formally pledged himfelf on the koran. There was every feafoii 
to credit the feid's relation of this compaft, for he was an iirvio- 
lable obferver of the truth, and I have myfelf often witnefled tlie 
ill treatment which he experienced from his countrymen. But 
being now near home, where a retaliation might be feared, he 
had afluincd fo genuinely the femblance of contrition, that in -the 
fpace of my fhoit abfence, the feid’s full forgivetiefs was obtaifiGtlJ 
F.nd the promife of future union. On feeing me, the feid feemed 
embarrafl’ed, but faid nothing;^ and while I was preparing a flcnd.er 
fupper, rtiy atte}ttion'Was#roufed' by a' IbatTnoife of altercation 

B b 2 from 



?96 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 

from the Ghilan quarter, where I faw a furious debate waging be- 
tween the members of the new alliance. The old pilgrim foon re- 
turned to me, entreating with many confeffions of his credulous 
folly, to occupy his former Ration. 

On the 25th, completed, in a journey of five furfungs, the 
paffage of the foreft, and halted on its vveftern edge. This day 
we frequently crofled the Mazanderan river, which, after winding 
in various direftions, takes a northweft courfe through the flat 
quarter of the province, and falls into the Cafpian fea at Mufchid 
Sir. This ftream is rapid among the hills, but fordable for laden 
horfes. And on reaching the plains, it flows with an eafy current. 
At a toll-houfe within the Ikirt of the foreft, the merchants paid a 
fmall duty, and I was aflefled a few pence, on the fcorc of being 
a ftranger. 

In my way through this extenfive foreft, I did not fee the veft 
tige of a habitation, nor any culture, except fome very narrow 
ftrips of land, thinly interfperfed at the bafe of the hills. But 
the vallies now opened and exhibited a pleafing pidture of plenty 
and rural quiet. The villages all open and neatly built j the 
verdant hills and dales, encircled by ftreams of delicious water, 
prefented a fcene that gave the mind ineffable delight. The air, 
though in winter, was mild, and had the temperature of an Eng- 
lifti climate in, the month of April. This change of weather, ef- 
fected within fb Ihort a fpace of time, aiifes from the low fitua- 
tion of the province, its near vidnity^to the Cafpian fea, and the 
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fiielter of the adjacent mountains. The Iheep in numerous flocks 
were feeding on all fides, but they are of a lefs lize than thofe 
of Khorafan, and have not the large ponderous tail which is pe- 
culiar to this animal, in the countries lying between the Indus 
and the eaftern confines of Mazanderan ; neither is their flefli 
fo fat or' well tailed. 

On the 26th, at Sari, three furfnngs, a fortified town and the 
refidence of Aga Mahomed Khan, the chief of Mazanderan, Aller- 
abad, and foroe diftriils fituate in Khorafan. The country in this 
day’s journey was flat and woody, interfperfed with fmall ftreams, 
and bounded to the north-eall and fouth-weft by a low range of 
hills. The kafilah having halted about two miles to the fouthward 
of Sari, the feid and I walked into the town, which we found had 
grievoully fuffered by the cffefts of a late fire. We were Hopped at 
the gate-guard, which was under the charge of an Abyflinlan Have,* 
who after making the common enquiries permitted us to pafs. 
The market of Sari is plentifully fupplied with provifions, among 


■* A native of this quarter of Africa, is denominated Hubflii, among the Mahome- 
tans, and IS held in high eftimation in Alu, for a fuppofed characfenllic hdeliiy to the. 
fervice in which he is employed AbylEnians are frequently feen ab lut the peifons of 
princes, where they hold ftations of confid nee. And at the Porte, as eunuchs, they 
are entruft. d with the whole interior ma. agament of the imperial hat am . the females 
of this irlbe, though deficient in tnofe external charms, which are fo eagerly fought af- 
ter by the Mahometan , a d .vhich indeed diiFule pleaf .re am aig all the fons of men, 
are alio gi eatly prized tor many domeftic vittnes, and specially for their ebaftity. 

which 
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which is fcen ihe grey mullet, .a fifli /abounding ir. all the rivers 
■which fall into the fcnifliej'ii fliorc of the Cafpian fea. 

Sari is rather a fmall town, but croudal with inhabitar>;, 
many of whom arc ircrehants of ciedit, who refort thither lot 
the purpofc of lupplying the chief and iris ofheers with articles of 
foreign produce. A fockty of Armenians is eflabliilied in ’the 
ricinity of, the town, where they exercife a. various traffic and 
manufafture a fpirit diiiilled from grapes, of which Aga R'lahomed 
drinks free ly, though this habit does not feera to operate to the 
prejudice of the people. This chief has the reputation of being 
attentive to bufmefs, and of poffeffing an extenfive capacity, 'which 
js indeed obvious to common nbtice, throughout all parts of his 
government. The walls of the town are kept in good condition 
and the ditch though narrow is deep, and fufficiently tenable 
againfl: any force now exifting in this country. . 

A PALACE has been lately built at Sari, of commodious neat 
ftrufture, though of limited fize, and has a more compaft appear- 
ance than any building which I have feen in Perfia.' The front is 
occupied by a fmall efplanade, on which are mounted three pieces 
of cannon, with carriages of good workmanJhip, fixed on three 
wheels. Aga Mahomed, a Perfian, of the Kajar tribe, is about 

fifty 

* A word in the provincial language of Mazanderan, fignifying a rebel or a defer- 
ter, and the name of an extenfive tribe, chiefly refidiiig in iMazanderan and Aflcrabad. 
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£fty of' age, and the fon of Mumtaz Khan,* who in the dif- 
.traflK)n,s which involved Perfia, fubfequent to the death of Na- 
dir Sliah, flood forth among the various competitors for the 
throne, and was for a fhort pciiod, declared head of the empire 
by a large party of the people. But he was ultimately com- 
pelled to 'yield to the fuperior force of Kareem Khan, by whom 
he w'as put to death. The family of Mumtaz Khan, falling alfo 
into the hands of the conqueror, he deprived Aga Mahon)ed, the 
eldeft fon of virility. I am not enabled to give you any fatis- 
faftory information of the events which promoted the enlarge- 
ment of this chief, and in quick gradation invefted him with the 
pofleflion of an extenfive teiritory. 

In a country where the evolutions and caprice of fortune 
are exhibited' in infinite multiplicity, and her wheel whirls with 
a velocity that confounds obfervation, where ilic Have of the morn- 
ing is often feen at noon CAalted on the ruins of liis matter, ' it 
becomes a perplexed difguifing talk, to trace the tteps which lead 
fo honors and power; nor does it adequately rcvv.ajd the enquiry 
of reafon. Such tran.fitions may be fummanly alcnbed to the 
general depravity of a people, who unrettrained by laws, or even 

Like the Rajahpoots of India, the Kajars are ufually devot^i] to the profeffion e^-ain*^, 
and they cotnpofe the largeft portion of the Wdiery of thefa provinces. They are men- 
tioned by Mr. Hanway in his relation of his tranfaflioiis at Aftcratad. 

* He was alfo called Feltab Alt-Khan. - 


the 
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the habits of juftice, give a loofe to every impulfe, which pro- 
mifes the gratification of ambition, avarice or revenge. 

Aga Mahomed has become, fince the death of Kareem Khan, 
the mofl: powerful chief of Perfia. He has many brothers, one 
of whom, Jaffier Kooly, governs Balfrofli, the principal town of 
Mazanderan ; but his conduft is narrowly watched and his au- 
thority fo limited, that lie cannot iflue a paflport to a Ruffian tra- 
ding vefiel without tlie aflent of Aga Mahomed. The forces of 
this chief, on occafions of fervice, may amount to fifteen thou- 
fand cavalry, which were embodied in the conrfe of the laft year, 
when he overun Ghilan, and plundered Relhd, the refidence of 
Hydeat Khan, the ruler of the province, who, with his family and 
treafure, fought refuge in the Ruffian faftory of Enzillee* until 
the Mazanderan troops had evacuated the country. 

It appears that Aga Mahomed is preparing another attack, 
which is thought will fpeedily be effefted, unlefs . he is deterred 
by the power of the Ruffians, who having long derived exten- 
five advantages from the commerce of Ghilan, feera difpofed to 
elpoufe its caufe. Aga Mahomed is at this time, the only Per- 
fian chief bordering on the Cafpian fea, whom the empire of 
Ruffia has yet made tributary, or rendered fubfervient to its 
policy. 

* Situate near the border of the Cafpian fea, about ilx miles to the northward 
of Relhd. 


About 
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About 'a year ago a fmall Ruffian fquadron arriving at Afli- 
roff, a capacious bay on the Afterabad fhore, the commanding 
officer direcled a large building to be conftrufted near the fliore, 
for the purpofe of accommodating his crew, and probably to lay 
the balls of fome future plan. When the building was nearly fi- 
niflied, Aga Mahomed to whom this procedure had given alarm, 
invited the commodore, an inexperienced young man, with his 
officers, to an entertainment given at Afterabad, on the celebra- 
tion of Ibme Mahometan feftival. Many of the Ruffians with 
their officer went to the Perfian feaft, where they were fuddenly 
feized and put into confinement. Aga Mahomed -then affedled 
to exprefs much refentment at the condudt of the Ruffians, in 
having erefted without permiffion, lb large and folid a building 
in his country. It was in vain that the Ruffian expatiated on 
the treachery of the adl, and lb glaring a violation of hofpita- 
Jity. He was refolutely anfwered, that unlefs his men were di- 
re^ed to demolilh the building, the party Ihould be detained 
in prifon, and perhaps meet with, a worfe fate. 

The commodore dreading the effects of this threat, difpatched 
the neceflary orders to the fquadron j and when the work was 
performed, he and his companions were releafed. The officer was. 
foon after difmiffed from the command of the Cafpian fquadcj^Qir 
and banilhed from the court. The emprefs feverely centred hia 
breach of military condud, which on accotiilt of youjth, 'and a 
I'egard for bis family, ffie obferved bgd not been ntrtlced with the 
1 VoL. II. C c deferved 
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deferved punifliment. Aga Mahomed lately received an addrefs 
from the RulBan govemiflent, tWattoirtg him, it is faid, with a 
fevere vengeance for the irifult offered to their flag, unlefs he made 
a fpeedy atonement. But it does not feem that this chief is dif- 
pofed to Ihew any refpefil to the requifition ; and if credit is to 
he given to a general rumour, another defcent on Ghil^n may be 
foon expected, the probability of which is corroborated-'by a pro- 
hibition of all intercourfe with the inhabitants of that province. 

On the 27th, we left Sari, and proceeding five furfungs, 
through a country interfperfed with plain and foreft, halted on 
the Ikirt of a wood near the high road. At half the diffance 
of this day*s journey, croffed a fordable ffrratb,' 'Which runs to 
the left or north-weft, and falls into the Mazandcran river. The 
carriers were ftopped at the paffage, and ordered to convey on 
their horfes a quantity of ftones, and place them in certain 
fwampy parts of the great road, leading from Sari to Balfroftij 
which, it is faid, was firft conftrufted by Shah Abbas, and ap- 
pears to have been cut through a foreft. 

At three miles to the Ibutbwaid of our laft night's halting place, 
we palled through tire fmall village of Alhabad, which has a 
daily market well fupplied with bread, cheefe, and fuch provifions 
as are adapted to the refrelhment of travellers, for the ufe of 
whom it feems to have been wholly eftabliftied. 

On the 29th of January, our party arrived at Balfrofti, four 
and a half furlungs. The road this day was the worft I ever 
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had travelled on, and required, in the winter feaibn, continued 
‘labour to make it paffable. Though deep ditches are extended 
fon each fide and drains cut acrofs, to can 7 ofF the extraordinary 
moifture of the foil, we proceeded with much difficulty and ha- 
zard, The carriers at certain flations, were required to deliver 
their refpeftive portions of I’cones, and the defaulters, among whom 
I was claffed, were detained by the officers of governnwnt j here 
I might have incurred a long delay, had not the Ghilan feid inter- 
pofed his good offices for me as a pilgrim and his friend. It was 
then foon feen in what a favourable light we were beheld. Our 
hands were even kifled in token of reverence, The proprietor of 
my horfe having no religious virtues to plead, and his quantity of 
ftones being found very infufficient, he was not permitted to pafs j 
and while he with many others were endeavouring to qualify the 
demand, the feid and 1 agreed to proceed to Balfroffi, that we 
might be ftieltered againft the weather, which this day'had^fet 
in with 'drifts of finall rain and a fevcre"cdl3. ' 

In high anticipation of the pleafures in ftore for us at the 
capital, we were overtaken by the carrier, who foaming with rage, 
at this my fecond defertion, as he termed it, accuferi me of an at- 
tempt to fteal his mare. Nor was his paffion allayed, until I 
promifed him a lai*ge dilh of pillaw, to be ready at his' a^r?^hl 
in Balfroffi. 

At the diftance of two miles on the foulh fide of the town, 
is feen a fmail illahd in the fiver, where Sh'dh' Abbas erefled a 

C c » palace, 
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palace, whofe roof with the bridge of coramanication, has lately 
been applied by the governor of Balfrolh to fome domeftic pur- 
pofes. After paying double the liipulated hire, and the fine in 
pillaw, I difcharged the carrier who, like all thofe of his profef- 
fion within my knowledge, was an arrant knave. But knavery 
conftitutes a grand branch of his profeffion, and ‘does' not 
heavily affcfl: the purfe of the traveller, who if, he wifhes to 
journey on with comfort, and have his name puffed, fhould 
. heartily, feed his carrier j and as the common nature of man re- 
■ quires indulgence, occafionally wink at his roguery. Not to go- 
vern too much has been a maxim of long ftanding in the po- 
licy of nations, nor is it lefs neceffary to the welfare and quiet 
of domeftic (economy. 

At Balfrofh I was informed that three Ruffian vefTels were 
lying in the road of Mufchid Sir, and would fail in a few days 
to Baku.* It now behoved me to aft warily, and to wind up 
with difcretion an adventure which had hitherto been fuccefs- 
ful, and had at this place reached a crifis, which muft either 
produce a happy, or a dangerous iftue. To this period I had 
afiumed, with good fortune, the Mahometan charafter, without 

which, the journey I think could not have been performed, ef- 

« 

pecially/rom Turfhifh to the Ca^an kx, 1 had been admitted, 
without re&rve, into the fociety of Mahometans, and had lived at 


the 


* A sort on the wcfiern coafi of the Cafgian fesu 
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i&e Came board with the mofi; zealous and fcrupulous, fome of 
whom, being now on the fpot> would, on a difcovery of my 
perfon, inveterately refent the deceit. It was firft expedient to 
quiet the mind of the feid, who lodging in the fame apartment, 
muft neeeflarily become acquainted with my departure. Telling 
,him that I was going to make a pilgrimage at a tomb,* much re- 
forted to by the Perfians, in the vicinity of Mufchid Sir, and 
leaving a few things which would be ufeful, I bade him adieu 
with an air of unconcern, yet breathing a filent, fervent wilh,. 
that this old man, whom 1 was never to fee again, mi^t expe« 
rience every good in the difpenfation of providence. 

Musing on the feenes which of late had been fhifted with 
a rapid diverlity, and on the lingular, yet interefting connexions 
which 1 had formed in the courfe of my journey, I travelled 
on to Mufehid Sirj a fcattered village, fituate on the eaflem 
bank of the Mazanderan river, about ten miles diftant from 
. Balfrolh,. and two from the Cafpian fea-. - On feeing the Ruf* 
lian quarter, I fent back a horfe which I had hired, and pre- 
lented myfelf to a perfon who was pointed out to me as the 
mailer of a Ruffian veffelj but he did not underlland any lan- 
guage that I fpoke. To obviate this embarraflment, an inter- 
preter was called in, and being informed that he was a Ruf- 

* The place of inCetment of a. fon of Mouza Kazim,. one of the twelve Imaums 
«f the Peiiians. 
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fian, I lelated my ftory without referve j 'that 1 was an Englifh 
gentleman, who -frbth t^tiVes of curibfity and pleafure, had 
travelled ‘from B^gal, 'through the northern -{rafts of India and 
Perfia, and that I now intended to proceed by the way oi 
Ruflia to England. 

The linguifl; expreffed furprize at the relation, which ht 
feemed to doubt} but a repetition, accompatiied With illat con- 
fidence which only arifes ffom truth, noticing alfo that I was 
enabled to -reward any good office, gave my relation credit, at 
leaft with the Ruffian. The raafter agreed to convey me to Bdkd, 
whither his veffel was configned; and obferved,‘that‘thb*c66iffiand- 
'ing ^cdr’of a ‘frigate lying-afthat'port, would ^ive the necefTary 
directions for my future procedure. The matter being thus hap- 
pily arranged, I was invited to partake of a mefs of fi(h-broth, 
ferved up in a large wooden bowl of which the matter, fix dr 
feven failors, and myfelf, made a hearty meal j fo melt was a re- 
gale } both from its being really a favory one, and from the manner 
of participation, fo which I had been long a fttan'ger. ‘ ' ' 

The Ruffian habitations at Mufchid Sir, afe rudely conftruc- 

* 

ted, and far from being clean. The fides are about five feet high, 
and compofed of branches of tregs, twitted between ttakes, ttuck 
at fmall dittances in the ground} and the roof is of thatched' ftraw. 
The furniture, equally Ample and coarfe, confifts of fome narrow 
wooden beds, a longf Board, raifed in the centre to eat at, and a 
few ftools, or buckets inverted to fit on. But the praClice of 

living 
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living hard, in all its variations, from eating ftale barley bread tc^ 
keeping on fnow, had formed me into a complete veteran, fo that 
the Ruflian cabin, with its affemblagc of rough utenfils, was to 
my fight a garnilhed hotel. And the knife, wooden fpoon, and 
platter, luxuries of a fuperior order. 

In the firfl: days of my refidence at this place, I fenfibly expe-, 

4 

rienced a refrefliment of mind and body. I had been accuftojnecfc 
to rife in the morning before day- break, with my hands and feet 
genearlly benumbed with cold, when after packing my baggage, 

1 was obliged to take a part in the bufinefs of the camel-driver oc, 
the carrier j nor did the end of the day’s journey, often bring with 
it more than the bared: accommodation, or afford me much matter 
of intelledlual gratification. But thefe inconveniencies were all 
done away, and my meals as my fleep, became falutary and regular. 
Being thus relieved from labour, anxiety, and the incelTant talk; 
pf fupporting a feigned charader, I thought myfelf happy, /ancT 
as happinefs largely arifes from cpmp^irifon.and the excurfions of 
fancy, to which I now gave an ample fcope, this was perhaps the 
moft pleafur^able period of my hfe. 

The Cafpian fea prefented a grand feene, and its waves dafh- 
ing againft the flioie, produced with a delightful found, the ex- 
ulting retrofpeft of dangers paffed s yet I endeavoured to di^sk 
this rifing fally of prefumption, ill fuited to the mitur^'pf man, 
by confidering tha,t the accoraplifhment of n?y jpuruey w,^s greatly 
promoted by a tipuj. of events, in lyjiifib ffly, pwn e^tertions had 

bat 
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but a trivial fliarc. Common tradition^ and certain ' k i 

are aibitrarily located in the minda of mofl: men, I:,''! 'ig.-. ■ I '•j 
me a Rudian, tall, robuft, 'of a fierce afpeft, of bail’n-rj ■ • ■li- 
ners, and uncouth deportment. In fiicit, truth cbligci r i ' ' t 
that I had ever aflimilatecl the idea of an urfa major with "j 
of Ruffia, and it would have been equally difficult to have icpa- 
rated thefe figures in my mind, as mcagernefs from a French- 
man, or corpulence from a Hollander. But I muft crave par- 
don of the Ruffian nation at large, for this and other erroneous 

* 

opinions which I had formed of it. 

In the firft inftance, I faw that the Ruffians were evidently of 
lower ftature, than moft of the northern people of Europe, and 
generally had the thick form of a Tartar, with his broad vifage. 
Thofe who are not in the fervice of government, encourage the 
growth of the beard •, they wear a long outer veft, which is faft- 
ened round the middle with a girdle ; their fliirt, like that of th^ 
Mahometans, hangs over the breeches, which are Ihort, and they 
uibally wear boots. Their hair falls loofely down the neck, and 
they cover the head, when abroad, with a cap or bonnet, which 
is taken off in the houfe, and in the interchange of courtefy. 
They poffefs an addrefs and fuavity of manners, even in ordinary 
life, which would not difgrace men of a much higher clafs, among 
nations deemed the mod polite. The entrance of a Ruffian into a 
room at firft furprized me j for, inftead of noticing any perfon in 
it, he uncovers his head, and with an air of humble reverence, 

offers 
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qfiersctip a prayer to the pifture of the virgin and an infant 
Jefus, which is exhibited in the moft confpicuous part of every 
apartment. Having performed this ceremony he falutes the com^ 
pany, and at departure he obferves the like ufage, I am by no 
means empowered to afcertain the virtual opinions which the 
Ruffians' entertain of their national religion, or to what extent 
they may operate in a moral tendency ; but 1 can with confi- 
dence fay, that their exterior obfervance of religious duties is ac- 
companied with a reverential attention ; and is void of that fan- 
taftic mummery which has thrown a ridicule on many parts of 
the Rorailh worlhip. 

I HAD not long been a member of the Ruffian fociety, when 
Hadji Mahomed appeared at Mufchid Sir. On perceiving him, 

I was impieffed with an involuntary dread, and had my creed 
admitted the tenet, I Ihould have feen in Hadji Mahomed my 
evil genius. Retiring to the houfe I waited with anxiety for the 
ilTue of his opeiations, which I knew would be hoftile to my wel- 
fare j when, after fome little time the maRer of the vefl'cl coming 
in, informed me that the hadji had made many enquiries about 
my lituation, and fpoke of me in terms of regard. The Rufr 
fian exprefled much furprize at hearing me lament this intelli^ 
gence, which he faid, ought to give me pleafure, as Hadji Mn- * 
homed was a perfon of eminent note at Mazanderan, and might 
affift me in procuring a pafsport, without which I -now learned 
no perfon could leave the province. 'Ai- ftprm now began to 
VoD. II. D d threaten 
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but a trivial flwrc. Common tradition, and certain ■ 
ai’e arbitrarily located in the minds of moft men, L:'l ng.j i ‘■j 
me a Ruffian, tall, robuft, 'of a fierce afpefl, of baiLin-^.j .ii'i-- 
ners, and uncouth deportment. In fircit, truth obliges .i"' ^ i 
that I had ever affimilated the idea of an urfa major with r .. ' j 
of Ruffia, and it would have been equally difficult to have if pa- 
rated thefe figures in my mind, as mcagernefs from a French- 
man, or corpulence from a Hollander. But I muft crave par- 
don of the Ruffian nation at large, for this and other erroneous 
(pinions which I had formed of it. 
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In the firft inftance, I faw that the Ruffians were evidently "of 
lower flature, than moll of the northern people of Europe, and 
generally bad the thick form of a Tartar, with his broad vifage. 
Tbofe who are not in the lervice of government, encourage the 
growth of the beard ; they wear a long outer veil, which is faft- 
ened round the middle with a girdle ; their flrirt, like that of th^ 
Mahometans, hangs over the breeches, which are fhort, and they 
tilually wear boots. Their hair falls loofely down the neck, and 
they cover the head, when abroad, with a cap or bonnet, which 
is taken off in the houfe, and in the interchange of courtefy. 
They poffefs an addrefs and fuavity of manners, even in ordinary 
life, which would not difgrace men of a much higher clafs, among 
nations deemed the moft polite. The entrance of a Ruffian into a 
room at firft furprized mej for, inftead of noticing any perfon in 
it, he uncovers his head, and with an air of humble reverence, 
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offerstitip. a prayer to the pifture of the virgin and an infant 
Jefus, which is exhibited in the mofl: confpicuous part of every 
apartment. Having performed tliis ceremony he falutes the com- 
pany, and at departure he obferves the like iifage. I am by no 
means empowered to afcertain the virtual opinions which the 
Ruffians" entertain of their national religion, or to what extent 
they may operate in a moral tendency j but 1 can with confi- 
dence fay, that their exterior obfervance of religious duties is ac- 
companied with a reverential attention ; and is void of that fan- 
taftic mummery which has thrown a ridicule on many parts of 
the Romifh worlhip. 

I HAD not long been a member of the Ruffian fociety, when 
Hadji Mahomed appeared at Mufehid Sir. On perceiving him, 
I was impiefled with an involuntary dread, and had my creed 
aiimitted the tenet, I ftiould have feen in Hadji Mahomed my 
evil genius. Retiring to the houfe I waited with anxiety for the 
iffue of his opeiations, which I knew would be hoftile to my wel- 
fare ; when, after fome little time the maRer of the veficl coming 
in, informed me that the hadji had made many enquiries about 
my fituation, and fpoke of me in terms of regard. The Ruf-» 
fian exprefled much furprlze at hearing me lament this intelli^ 
gence, which he faid, ought to give me pleafure, as Hadji M'a-' 
homed was a perfon of eminent note at Mazanderan, and might 
affift me in procuring a pafsport, without which I -now learned 
no perfon could leave the province. 'A- ftprm now began to 
VoL. II, D d threaten 
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threaten me from all quarters ; the perfon who had been my firh In-^ 
terpi'eter, was not as he laid, a native of Rulfia, but an Armenian 
and with a treachery not uncommon to his tribe, bad circulated 
among the Perflans of Mufchid Sir, the information he had been 
cntrufted with, embellilhed with many fabrications of his own j 
as that I pofleffed much wealth in money and jewels, atyjL.that 
I was a fpy. This ftory obtained a general credit with the Ma- 
hometans, efpecially with Hac^i Mahomed, who began to con- 
trive plans of deriving an advantage from my troubles. The 
mafter of the velTel feeing the popular cry ftrong againft me, be- 
came fearful of giving me Ihelter; for it is neceSasy.'lo men- 
tion,' that the Ruffian traders, Chiefly a low elal^ of people, are 
expofed in all parts of the government of Aga Mahomed to fe- 
vere oppreffions and infultj but which an advantageous traffick 
has induced them to overlook. And Aga Mahomed knowing 
the caufe of their forbearance, preferves no decency in; his con- 
duit to them. 

The Ruffian now acquainted me, with manifeU fymptoras^' of 
fear, that were he to receive me without a ’paffport, his veflel 
and cargoe would be confiscated. The principal freighter of 
the bark, Abbas Ali, a native of Baku, had fhewn me from my 

rV 

firfl: arrival at Mufchid Sir, much kindnefs, and feemed defirous 
of relieving my embarraflment. He expreffed a forrow at the le- 
rious difficulty in which 1 was involved, rendered, he faid, the 
more perplexing by the ill defigns of the mafter of the veflel, 

who 
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who W^is a perfon of a bad charafter ; but be of good comfort, - 
continued he, “ for I will be your friend, and do not on any 
pretence entrufl: your property to the Ruffian.” This advice 
came in convenient feafon, and teftified that Abbas Ali knew this 
man ; for on the following day he addreffed me in a long ha- 
rangue, fetting forth tliat the Perfians had received intelligence 
of my pofleffing a valuable amount in fpecie and jewels, that my 
own knowledge of thefe people would naturally point out the 
infecurc ftate of both my perfon and effects, and that an ear- 
neft regard ' to ray welfare, had induced him to rcqueft that my 
propei ty might be depofited in his charge, until the departure of 
the veffel. But the counfel of Abbas Ali, not a Httle ftrength- 
ened by the prefent propofal, determined me to be the keeper 
of my own calh. 

EiTHta the -refentmeiit of a fuppofed want of confidence in 
him, or the difappointment of fome finifter pwrpdfe, gave the 
Ruffian a fenfible' chagrin j and from that time he continued 
to treat me with rudenefs and negleft. That 1 might retire from 
the view of the people at Mufehid Sir, who were now in the 
habit of accumulating unfavourable conjedtures of me, I defied 
to go on board the veffel, and remain there until fome methodl 
might be adopted to leave the country with permiffion ; and the 
matter having confented, though’ with much reluflanee, to my 
; embarkation, I departed fecretely and without ^any smpedimenf. 
From the Ruffian qaartec thb-dittancit is 'about a mile and a 

D.d 2 half 
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half to the mouth of the river, where the force of the fea 
has raifed a long and lhallow bar, navigable only by boats and 
fmall light veflels j but when the wind blows ftrong from the 
north, the paflage is wholly imprafticable. 

The baik lay a league from the fliore in fix or feven fa- 
thoms water, and was about the burthen of one hundred tons, 
with two mafts ; the largefl:, fixed in the centre, ds of one piece 
and rigged with a {landing mainfail, extended at the upper end 
by a long gaff, and at the foot with a fheet, a topfail ; and an 
occafional topgallantfail ; this lafl: is furled before it is^ hoifled 
with flight ropes j which are broken when the fail’ is aloft by 
a prelTure on the lower ropes j the fore part .of' the vefTel is 
furnilhed with a flanting forefail, a bowfprit and jib j and on 
the poop {lands a fmall mall, which carries a mizenfail. The 
clumfy form and conftrudVion of the barks which navigate 
the Cafpian fea, {hew that little improvement has been made 
on them fince the time of Peter the Great, who firll introduc-.d 
the art of fhlp-bullding into Ruflia. Having ftraight fides'iwiih 
a large and ponderous kitchen on the deck j thefe velTels f.il 
flovvly, and only with a free wind. As they lye much in open 
roads, the Cafpian being fcantily fupplied with harbours, they 
are furnilhed with {lout anchors and cables, apparently of a laiger 
fize than is necelTary ■, though there is often found full occalion 
for fuch aids to withftand the furious gales of wind and high 
breaking waves, which prevail in this fea. 
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_ , I n^ow' learned that the RufBan whom I have hitherto termed 
the maftei, was not a mariner, but an agent* who is appointed 
to' manage the commercial bufinefs of 'the veflel and difburfe the 
failing charges. The crew confifted of a mafter,-f- termed boats- 
man, his mate, fix mariners, and a cook ; who from their pay 
and fmall trading priviledge provide their own diet. The Ruf- 
fian feamen among whom I was known by the name of Gre- 
goree, from its near refemblance to George, treated me with a 
cordial hofpitality; nor muft you imagine that I was demeaned 
by an unreferved affociation with thefe men, whofe habits and 
mode of life admitted of no difcrimination of rank. 1 fat down 
at their board without fcruplej indeed with thankfulnefs > and 
they never omitted to prefent me with the higheft ftool, the bell 
fpoon, and with wheaten- bread, while they themfelvts eat that 
of rye. 

Some tea and fugar,:{: purchaM from an Armenian, ena- 
bled me to breakfaft alone in the cabin, which I occupied w ith 
the boatfman, who fhewed a ready attention to all my little 
wants, and became as agiceable a conpaiiion, as the want of 
language would admit. Our common faie on board the veliel, 

• Called in the TtuHian language, Precanfee, a diljienfer of orders. 

t Many of the n.ii.ticd pbralts and iinpl’inents in ufe, among the Ruffians 
have been adopted fiom tne i-uteb, from whom Peter the Great learned the art of 
(hip build ng. 

J This fugar the produce of the Weft Indies, and manifitfluredin England, was 
' imported at Peteriburgh, whence it came intp Perfia,by th,e trail of Aftracan 

confifted 
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confifted of a large fpecies of fifh, in Ruflia Called the Belaka,* 
which was either prepared in a fonp or minced with a large quan- 
tity of fait and pepper, and boiled in a cover of pafte ; this diflr I 
often thought an Englifli failor would have called in his deferiptive 
language, a lliark dumplin. Nor was it inferior in folidity, to any 
fabrication of the dumplin kind ; after the fifh came thick pan- 
cakes, fried in a deluge of butter. I had laid in a ftndk of mullet, 
a more wholefome food than the beluka ; but feeing that from a 
fear of being chargeable to me; my meffmates refufed to partake 
of it, I laid afide this with every other diftinftion, and except the 
tea, fared as they did. 

It now appeared that obftlnate difficulties ^^ere throWn in the 
way by the cuftom-raafler at Mufehid Sir, who filled his office 
with equal vigilance and rapacity. Seeing me from the unfavor- 
able predicament in which I flood, a profitable game, he direfted 
that I fhould be immediately fent on fhorc, there to be detained, 
until the chiefs pleafure fhould be known. As this man only 
wanted fome Of my money, and would have been dif^pcMfed by 
my formal departure from the country, I mdde him, through the 
medium of Abbas Ali, the Baku merchant, a fubftantial offer, but 
delayed the payment till the time of failing, that no fecondary de- 
mand might be preferred. 

Two 


* It is taken with it hook near the mouths of moft of the rivers, which fall intp 
the Calpian j its length is generallj from fix to eight feet, fometimes it is feen of 

eighteen 
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T.wo days previoufly to our departure, Ali Abbas came on 
board of the veffel, and reprefented that the cuftoin-mafter was 
inexorable to every folicitation, urging that Aga Mahomed was 
at tnis junfture averfe from permitting any'perfon to leave the 
province, and that were he acceifary to my efcape, his head on the 
dlfcovery/ would pay the forfeit. Knowing that an interdiftion 
had been laid on all inland paffengers, and that the difpatch of the 
Ruffian had been withheld for the fpace of twenty days, to accom- 
plilh fome purpofe of government, I was aware that a certain 
ri%ue was incurred by the Perfian, whom I propofed to indemnify 
by a proper compenfation j but I alfo obferved that if he per- 
fifted in the refufal of all private negociation, I would myfelf 
proceed to Sari, and relate my Rory to the chief, and he well 
knew that no benefit would accrue to him from the decifion of 
his mafter. This argument was completely efficient, and when 
. reinforced by fome of my Hindoftan gold, permiffion was given 
me to purfue whatever way 1 liked,; except that of Sari. 

Before I leave this quarter of Perfia, I will lay before you 
a brief account of its geography, with curfory obfervations on 
its former and prefent commerce, and its relative policy with. 
Ruffia. Mazanderan which occupies the centre of the fou- 
them fhore of the Cafpian fea, has Afterabad on the eaft, Ghi- ” 
Ian on the weft, and to the northward it is bounded by the 

tighteen feet, and has the head and form of a (hark. This Slh is not eaten by the Ma< 
hometans, who hold it unclean, fiom having no fcales. 
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mountainous traft of foreft which has been already noticed. 
Though the fort of Sari, from its ftrength and centrical fitua- 
tion has become the refidence of the chief, Balfrolh is co- fidered 
the capital of the province 

This town occupies an iiregular oblong fpace, of abov a 
mile and a half in circumference, and Handing on a low ir-- d 
ground, its ftreecs are at this feafon of the year choaked vvnii 
mud. The houfes are coarfely built of brick or clay, with 
flat roof, and being generally ftnall have a mean appearancA 
The karavanferas of which there are four, have little of that neat- 
nefs and conveniency, which is feeu in thofe of -uppeir' Perfia, 
and are of a much lefs fize j but the market-place, which in the 
manner of Afiatic towns, forms the principal ftreet, denotes an 
active traffick. 

The rico of Mazanderan is of an excellent quality, and com- 
pofes the ufual food of the people, who find it difficult in their 
marlhy lands, to cultivate a fufficient quantity of wheat for com- 
mon confumption, and that produced is of a coarfe fbrt-.*'^^*^The 
bread ufed by the higher clafTes of inhabitants; is made of the 
flour of Shirwap, a confiderable amount of which is annually 
imported at Mufehid Sir. This deficiency is in fome degree, com- 
penfated to Mazanderan by the growth of fugar, which though 
of an inferior kind, is adequate to moft of its common ufes. 
When the general demand of this article in Perfia is confidered 
and that it is rarely produced on this fide of the Indus, it might 

be 
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be naturally fuppofed that Mazanderan would derive extenlive 
benefits from fuch a poffeffion ; efpecially through its navigable 
vicinity to the fouthern territories of Ruflia, where a large quan- 
tity is confumed, at an advanced price ; yet from an ignorance 
in the methods of preparing and refining it, this valuable pro- 
'duft yields but a limited utility. 

An inhabitant of Aflracan, I am informed, came into this pro- 
vince for the purpofe of eftablilhing a manufaftory of fugar, but 
failing in his projeft, no future experiment has been made. 
Were the Ruffians {killed in the procefs, they would be enabled, 
by the importation of raw fugars, to fix in their country an im- 
portant and lucrative commerce. Mazanderan alfo produces a 
fmall quantity of filk, which is fabricated by a focicty of Jews ; 
but its principal trade is maintained by a frequent intercourfe 
with the port of Baku, which receives white and cUloured cali- 
coes, cotton, and rice, and returns bar iron of Ruffla, faffroh, 
flour, and remnants of broad cloth procured^from Aflracan. The 
commerce of this quarter, which now does not employ more than 
four or five barks, might be largely extended, did a greater har- 
mony exift between Aga Mahomed and the Ruffians ; e/pecially 
were the manufafture of fugar increafed. 

The Perlians have long attempted to navigate the Cafpi^fl 
fea, though with little fuccefs } their veffels are open, rudely con- 
ftrufted, and ill managed, leldom leaving the coaft but|in the fea- 
fon of fair weather ) many of them are fitted out at Farabad, an 
■ VoL. II. E e ordinary 
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ordinary town, fituate at the motit^ of a.riycy, thirty miles to the 
eaRward of Mufchid Sir, an^ now fupported by a fmall trade 
in rice, fait, filh, and pottery ware. This town in the Eutox* 
pean topography of Mazanderan, bears the appearance of note, 
and gives its name to a province ; whatever might have been the 
former importance of Farabad, and it is noticed with refpect 
in Perfian hiftoiy, little teftiraony of it now ,eirillSfr 

The province of ARerabad, lying on the the eaR lide of 
the fouthem Cafpian Ihore, affords Little produce for a foieign 
trade; and it enjoys a refrefhing temperate air, and b@uj- 
tlfully interfperfed with hill and dale, and abnjidantly^ .fupplied 
with ftream^ of falubi'ioiis water. 

Shah Abbas, the moR powerful prince of the Suffueerace, 
pleafed with the climate of this province, erefted a palace near the 
Ihore of the bay of Afliroff", whither he ufed often to retire to avoid 
the heats of Ifpahan.“f- Almoft the. only maripe expprt pf this 
province confiRs of dried mullets, which are cured intire by fmoke, 
and are held in fuch eRimation by the Rijiffjps, th;it car- 
goes of them are annually imported at ARracan, ' 

Ghilan the richeR of the provinces bordering on the Cafpian 
fea, extends in a weRern parallel from Mazanderan ; it is bounded 
on the weR by the territories of Talilh and ARara; and on the 


* This is the only harbour, on. the 'buthern fide of the Cafpian fea. 
y This priuce removed the capital of f erfia from Calbin to ifpahan. 
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ibufh' by a naftge of lofty mountains, which divide it fram the 
'^pendencies of Caflian and Cafbin. 

HyoEAT Khan, the Ghilan chief, .has relinquifiicd Refhd, 
his former refidence, and for the fecurity of his wealth and fa- 
"mily againfl: the incurfions from Mazanderan, has retiied to the 
'’vicinity of Enzille, where the Ruffians pofiefs a fortified fadtoiy, 
garrifoned by a company of Ibldiers, and fupplied With a few 
'pieces of cannon.* 

Hydeat Khan is fuppofed to pofiefs a revenue of two hun- 
dred 'thoufand pounds, a great part of which arifes from the pro- 
'duce of filk : and from this revetiOe, he has amafied, itis'faid, a 
' confiderable treafure. Here you muft: be cautioned againfi: com- 
puting Perfian money by your ftandard, fc& in this country, where 
' every commodity is procured at a cheap rate, fpecie may fairly 
'be 'reckoned at double the Value which it bears in England, ' 

' Hvdeat Khan is about fixty years of age, and according 
'to die infoftUation trf the GhildU' find, Wfrwbom frequent men- 
•'tion has been made, is rapacious, tyrannical, and pufillanimous, 
Confeious of his inability to refifi: the force of Aga Mahomed 
Khan, he has wholly thrown himfelf on the proteftion of the 

* The moft accurate account of Ghilan, is foftnd in the travels b( tbe^^laft Jonas 
tianway, a name widely known in the annals of humanity, and deeply graven ii'i 
the moll; diftinguiQied monuments of his country. Some ufef il remarks on Ghilan are 
' alfo to be colle£led from a book, entided, voyages and ciaveis 'throajfb the Ruffian em- 
' pire, Fetfia, &c. by WillialhCook, M, D. 
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court of Peterfburgh, from which it may be faid, that he de* 
rives the exiftence of his power, and the fafety of his perfon. 
Nor wUl the Ruilians, while they enjoy fuch important benefits 
from Ghilan, fail to give him fupport. 

The filks of Ghilan are exported to Aftracan, chiefly through 
the medium of Armenian merchants, fubjefts of Ruffia, who 
poffefs the larger fliare of the Cafpian commerce.' It was long 
believed that the filk brought into Europe from Turkey, was 
all produced in the Ottoman empire ; but fince a more con- 
verfant knowledge of Perfia has been obtained, it appears, ^at 
the Turkilh merchants were ufed to refort to the provinces of 
Ghilan and Shirwan,* whence they tranfported large quantities 
of this commodity to the European fadlories of the Levant, 

The Peifian filk trade continued to flow in this channel, 
until the year 1739, when the Rulfia Company of England having 
procured the fandion of Parliament, >(• fent their fadors into 
Ghilan to eftablilh a commerce, which Ihould have for its ob* 
jed the pui'chafe of filk, and the vent of Englilh manufadures. 
They received a cordial encouragement from Reza Kouli, who 
at that period, governed Perfia in the abfence of his father, then 


, * Situate on the weft fide of the Cafpian fea, where there, is abundant growth of 
£lk, but of a coarfer kind, than chat of Ghilan, wh ch is efteemed the fineit in Perlia. 

f They were vigoroulLy oppofed in hngland by the Levant Ca,iipany, who aware 
of the injury which they would fuaain by the Cafpian trade, repretemed to Parliament 
that their chatter, an exclufive one, would be violently infringed by fueb purmiftion 
being granted to the Ruffia merchants. 

engaged 
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engaged in the Indian expedition ; and they remained in Ghilan 
until the year 1748, when the general tumult and devaftation, 
which followed the death of Nadir, compelled them to retire and 
abandon an extenfive amount of property. 

It is feen that previoufly to the diffolution of the fadfory at 
Ghilan, the court of Peterlburgh began to entertain jealoufies of 
' the Englilh eftablilhment in Perlia, and from their own growing 
knowledge of commerce and navigation, became defirous of poflef- 
fing a trade which naturally pertained to their country. The go- 
vernment of Perfia had largely contributed to increafe this jealoufy, 
by a diftingulflied encouragement to all Englilh adventurers, whom 
it faw independent of Ruflja, its conftitutional enemy, and capable 
alfo of enriching the kingdom, by their fuperior Ikill and fpirit ia 
trade i but above all, Perfia was defirous of employing the Englilh 
in the conftruftion of vcflels of war; that it might acquire the 
dominion of the Cafpian fea. 

The firft caufe of the difpleafuce and. alarm, of the court of 
Peterfburgh, at the proceedings of the Engli/h faffory in Ghilan, 
arofe from the conduct of the principal agent, John Elton,* 
who, on a difagreement with his aflbeiates, entered into the lervice 
of Nadir Shah, by whom he was invelted with certain tenitoriea 
horde, ing on the Cafpian fea, and created the commander of^a 

* See Hamvay’s Travels, for a relation of fo.ne part of the Adventures of this 
enterpri^iiiit perfon, 

fijindron. 
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Tquadron, with ft'hich he himfetf, with infin® ability and labor j 
had furniflied the Perfidn' govtarnmeht/ 

* Otf th6''i*4th of March, our veltel, filled up to the hatches, 
the decks alfo ftrewed over with bales and paffengers, got under 
way, but afoul wi"d foon fetting in, we came to an anchor. 
From the manner in which thcfe ve'Jelsare navigated, fedefii' hnd 
altogether managed, I fnould be furprized if fhipwr^cfe Were not 
frequent in this fea. The cabin was ftufted fo full of {tarcels and 
ht^^age, that thole to whom it was allotted, were obliged to crawl 
in, and then they found only a fcanty length and breadth, fledping 
or aw-ake; the paiTengers I perceived were all petty tlridfeisi who 
^ 4 iaVih|;ttnbaiked a certain propei^y 6n the velffil, ttetompanied it 
■in perfon j for there is not a fufficient credit or good -faith eftablilh- 
'edinPerfia, to enable merchants to confign their elFefh to fac- 
'tors. The foreign trader therefore is necefiitated to become a 
fupercargoe, an occupation which for the firfi: time, I faw in the 
letter of the word, verified by the adventurers fitting immediately 
' upon their wares, whence they ftirred but feldom, and were never 
long abfent ; of thefc people I ndrobered not lels ’tfiail fdventy, who 
' were fpread over the deck, or packed in the cabin and boat } It was 
foon feen that the mailer and mariners were equally ignorant of 
’ their profeflion j he could fcarcely diTcHroinate the points of the 
compafs or throw the lead j and the men, though expert at the ufe of 
the tailor’s needle, and the implements of cookery, would among 
the moll clumfy of our failors, have been termed landfmen. 

When 
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’V^l^en I beheld this ill-confl:ru£bed bark lumbered with goods and 
pafl'ngers, and its unikilful crew, 1 could not but entertain appre* 
henhons of our fafety, efpecially in a fea fo tempeftuous as the 
Cafpian. 

On the 17th, we got under fail, and aflifted by a favorable 
wind, we anchored on the aad, about ten leagues to the north- 
ward of the port of Baku ; and on the 24th, reached the en-t 
trance of the harbour, when the wind which had been blowing 
flrong from the eaftward, fuddenly changed, and came from the 
l^nd with extreme violence } but the vicinity of the fhore kept 
the fea down, and probably prevented our deftruftion. Th? 
Ruffians, trufting to the ftrength of their anchors and cables, 
which were of the inoft fubftantial kind, went to fleep j nor did 
they once endeavour to prepare the vefiel for the fea, in the event 
pf its parting from the anchors, or ufe any means of affifting the 
cable which was feverely ftrained j Ibme of the more animated 
^hen> would .occafionally open their, $yes, and .callout. 'on God’s 
jaercy to flaelter them ftom the Cuvy of the ftorm. It abated 
on the 26th, when we entered the port of Baku, and laluted a 
Ruffian frigate, lying there, with all the fwivels and mufqucts 
on board, without regard of order or count. Tne agent of our 
veffel attended th6 commanding officer, and in his report m^r 
tioned the ftory of bis European paflenger. It is to be noticed 
that the Turks and Perfians, make a differenefc between a Ruffian 
and a nativb of Europe, calling the one a Feringhee, and the other 

a Roofs. 
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a Roofs. In this diftinflioii is alfo included a fuperior eftimation 
of the Europeans to whom they afcribe a more extenfivc genius and 
knowledge j and what I thought extiaordinary, the like nominal 
difference is entertained by all the lower clafs of foutliern 
Ruffians. 

On board of the frigate, whither I was fummoned,, I related 
the motives and geneial track of my journey, tind was received 
with a warmth of hofpitality, to which neither my appeaiance; 
being clad in a very ordinary drefs, or my iinfupported rcp'elen- 
tation had a claim. I now became informed of the general peace 
in Europe 3 and it was with a deep felt mortification; I 'Ifiarned 
from a foreigner, the enti-e feparation of the American Colonies 
and tlieir numerous people. The frigate was to fail the next day 
to Enzillee, to be ftation d in that quarter, for the proteftion of 
the pi evince of Ghilan, the chief of which had fometime before 
difpatched an envoy to the Ruffian camp, in Crim Tartary,* to 
reprefent his dread of Aga M thorn "d, and to folicit the aid of the 
Ruffians. The agent had returned, and was accompanied by -a 
Ruffian officer, who had traveled from the tamp to'Bi'ku in 
twenty days. Part of the journey lay through the country of the 
Lefgui Tartars, who are a favage people and pioveibially hoftile to 
ftrangers; But from a dread of the Ruffian troops, now advanced 

* Then commanded by general Potemkin, who was invefted with the govern- 
ment of the Crim and the power of contiolling the affairs of AAracan, 

'to 
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,to ilidr frontier, they had permitted this party to pafs unmolefted. 
fThe officer who fpoke the Turkifla language fluently, feemed to be 
-an ingenious aftive man, and well fitted for a fervice of enterprize. 

The Ghilan envoy, then proceeding on the frigate, exprefled 
a furprize to fee me, whom he thought a Mahometan, eating at 
the fame board with the Ruffian gentlemen ; but when he faw a 
barber commencing an operation on my beard, which I took the 
opportunity of having fhaved, he evinced great amazement and 
lindignation j nor did he, until repeatedly informed of my real 
.charafter, ccafe his reprehenfion of the aft; during the procefs 
iof which, he threw on me many a look of contempt; when the 
barber began to cut off the muffachios, he feveral times in a 
peremptoiy manner required him to defift, and feeing them gone, 
now faid he, of whatever country or feft you may be, your dit 
grace is complete, and you look like a woman. 

Thus after a growth of fifteen months, fell my beard, which 
la that period had increafed to a great magnitude, both in length 
and breadth; thohgh it had been fomewhat Ihiivelled by the feverity 
of the late whiter; when you advert to the general importance of 
an Afiatic beard, to the effential fervices which mine had rendered, 
and to our long and intimate aflbciation, I trull: that this brief 
introduftion of it to your notice will not be deemed impertinent. 
This operation of cutting it, ought however to have been'' ^ofl:- 
poned till my arival at Aftracan ; for my European face with an 
Afiatic drefs, made me an objeft of general remark and enqiiii7 
■ VoL. II. F f among 
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among the Perhans j nor did I efcape the cenfure of the Armenians, 
who are taught to efteetn. the beard a badge of refpeft, and even 
fanftity, recommended to 'their example by the patriarchs and 
primitive Chriftians, and when they conform in European coun- 
tries to the cuftom of fltaving it, they are ridiculed by all the 
Aau 1' her brethren of their tribe. 

On the 27th, I went on board the frigate, then getting 
under way, and fiw the feamen execute their work in. an aftive, 
ikilful manner. They hove up the anchor, and fet fail with an 
txpertnefs, which would not have diferedited the crew of an 
Englilh Ihip of war. The captain procured me a pafiage from 
a Greek merchant, who had come to take leave of- him, and gave 
me a palTport requiring my admilTion into the town of Baku, 
and thrt no moledation fhould be offered me by the Perlian 
government ; and the fecond lieutenant of the frigate, who had 
been my interpreter and had taken a willing part in adjufting my 
little wants, gave me a letter of introduftion to an officer of the 
Ruffian navy, whofe name was Ivan Andreit'.* The Greek carried 
me to his apartment in a karavanlera, which is exclulively appro- 
priated to the ufeof Chriftians and Sooni Mahometans, 

Ivan Andreits, daring thelaft Ruffian war with the Turks, 


• Or Andrew Vits, Tignifying in the Ruffian language, John the fon of Andrew. 
This mode of defignatioa is held the moft honorable among the ancient titles of R uffia, 
and is exemplified, in the prefent grand Duke, who is particularly known, by the 
same of Paul Pettowitz. 


com- 
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COmnlan(lEd a privateer, the property of his family, in the 'Medi- 
terranean, where having performed fome gallant actions, he was 
promoted by the emprefs to the rank of captain in the navy ; 
and retiring afterwards to Aftracan, he obtained from government 
the exclufive priviledge of exporting, for a certain term, iron and 
fteel into Perfia. As we both were a little converfant in the 
lingua franca, a language commonly fpoken on the coafis of 
the Mediterranean, a familiar acquaintance was foon produced; 
dnd the influence which he had acquired at Baku, enabled me now, 
k part of his family, to pafs my time very pleafantly. 

The town of Baku, in the province of Shirwan, isfituateon 
the north fide of a bay, and forms nearly an equilateral triangle 
with one of the fides extending in a parallel with the fliore. It 
is, I imagine, about a mile in drcumference, and crouded with in* 
habitants, raoft of whom are engaged in commerce. ' 

The bay is capacious and flieltered by the land, againft all 
winds except the fouth, whofib videEfco'is^aUb'frioch broken by 
the intervenfion of two* fmall iflands. The fouthern and largcft 
of thofe iflands, was, according to information of the people, 
united to the continent, which in that Quarter prefents a low 
termination, but it had been infulated by the influx of the fca;, 
whofe waters have evidently encroached on the weftern fltoDe-nf 
the Cafpian, in the coutfe of the laft forty -jsears. . '*. 

Baku, at the period of Mr. Hanway’s, travels, inta Perfia, 
had a double wall on the eaftem face ; but the exterior one is now 

F f a levelled 
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levelled by the rife of the fea, and its foundation' brought within 
water-mark. The prbvince of Shirwan produces a large quantity 
of filk, ofi which about four hundred tons are annually imported 
at Aftracati ; faffi'on of a good quality is alfo produced there, and 
conftitutes a valuable article of trade. A fociety of Moultan 
Hindoos, which has long been eftabliihed in Eaku, contributes 
largely to the circulation of its commerce j and with the Armenians 
they may be accounted the principal merchants of Shirwan. The 
Hindoos of this quarter, ufually embark at Tatta^ a large infular 
town in the lower traft of the Indus, whence they proceed to 
Bafforah, and there accompany the karavans which are frequently 
paf&ng into Perliaj fome alfo travel inland to the Cafpian fea, by 
the road of Kandahar and Herat} but the number is fmall, and 
they grievQully complain of the oppreffions and infults of the 
Mahometans. 

On the 3 1 ft of March, I vifited the Atalhghah, or place of 
firej and on making myfelf known to the Hindoo mendicants, who 
redded there, I was received among thefe fons of Brimha, as a 
brother} an appellation they ufed, on perceiving that I had ac- 
quired fome knowledge of their mythology, and had vifited their 
moft lacred places of worftiip. This religious retirement, where 
the devotees worftiip their deity in the femblance of fire, is a 
fquare of about thirty yards, furrounded' with a low wall, and 
contains many apartments } in each of which is a fmall volcano 
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■ q £ fulphuVeous fire, iffuing from the ground through a furnace, 
or funnel, conftrufted in the form of an Hindoo altar. 

This fire is appropriated to the ufbs of worfliip, cookejy, and 
fortifying the feeble Hindoos agatnft the rigor of the winter feafon. 
Gn clofing the funnel, the flame is immediatly extinguiflied, when 
a hollow found is heard, by applying the ear to the aperture, ac- 
companied with a ftrong and cold current of air, which is inflamed 
at plcafure by placing near it any illuminated matter. The flame 
is of a pale clear colour, without a perceptible fmoke ; and emits 
a vapor ftrongly impregnated with fulphur, which confiderably ' 
impeded my refpiration, until by fitting on the ground I brought 
my head lower than the level of the furnace. The Hindoos had a 
wan emaciated appearance, and were opprefled by an hedlic cough, 
which continued to affedt me during toy flay at the Atafhghah. 
The ground within the enclofure, abounds in this fubterraneoua 
air, which iflues from artificial channels ; but in thefe con- 
tradled fpaces, it feems only capable of producing flame by the 
application of a foreign fire. Exclufive of the fires pertaining 
to the Hindoo apartments, a large one arifing from a natural 
cleft in an open place, inceflantly burns, whence it would feetn 
that no extraneous objedl is required to impart an illumina- 
tion to the larger evaporations of this air. On the outfidcfol 
the wall are feen many of thefe volcanos, which have the ap- 
pearance of lime- kilns, and one of them is conveniently adapted 
by the Hindoos to the ufes of a funeral pilp. The general fpace 

which 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


Jf^O 

which contains this volcanic fire, foi'tns a low flat hill fl anting 
towavils the fea, the foil of which confifts of a fandy earth inter- 
‘ mixed with ftones. No mountainous land is feen from the Atafli- 
ghah, nor any violent eruptions of flame ; nature feems here to 
have adopted a gentle and inoffenfive medium of difcharging her 
difcordant atoms, which in other quarters of the glob& flaake. 
her with convulfions, and pour around a horrid devaftation. 

In the defcription of this natural phenomenon, I have cau- 
tioully adhered to the Ample fad, without prefuming to dil'cufs its 
oaufe or properties. Thefe are branches of fcience, I am little 
flailed in, and ill-enabled to elucidate. Had the opportunities 
which have been thiowh in my way fallen to a Cavcndifh, or 
a Prieftley, the ftrongeft and moft ornamental pillars of the fa- 
bric of natural philofophy } a larger fcope of knowledge might 
have been opened to the world, and talents which have been 
long beheld with admiration, rendered {fill more confpicuous. 

The black and white naptha is found in the province of 
Shirwan, in great plenty; the firft Doats thinly on the furface 
of certain fprings or ponds, whence it is colleded and preferved 
in jars ; it feems to polTefs many of the properties of camphire, 
and is fuccefsfully employed in allaying external pains and inflamed 
tumours. The black naptha or bitumen, is produced in the fame 
manner as the the white, but more abundantly and on larger 
pieces of water, and with a fcura three or four inches thick, of 
the confiftence of tar. The houfes of Baku moft of which have 

flat 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


2J1 


flat roofs, are covered 'on the top with this material, which is 
found a fubftantial defence againft the rain ; and when formed 
'into fmall cakes or balls with a mixture of fand, is commonly 
ufed by the lower clafs of people as a fubftitute for the fuel of 
wood, which in this province is thinly produced. 

This quarter of Shirwan in afpect and the nature of its foil, 
refembles the province of Khorafan } there is the fame want of 
wood and large ftreams, and in the winter the air is equally bleak 
and piercing ; with the difference that in Shirwan it is fubjeft 
to fogs, which, I apprehend, are caufed by the vicinity of the 
Cafpian fea. The foil yields abundant crops of good wheat and 
barley, the bread of which conftitutes the food of the common 
people j the higher ranks only are enabled to procure i ice, which 
is chiefly imported from Mazanderan and Ghilan, The mutton 
is fat and well tailed, being of the large tailed flieep, and is fold 
at the rate of one penny and 'three halfpence per pound. Ap- 
ples, pears, grapes, and chefnuts, all of a good kind, are pro- 
duced in plenty. And a wine is manufactured by the Arme- 
nians, at the town of Shahmachee,* which in flavor and fubflance, 
is not unlike the red wine of Bourdeaux ; were the grapes ca efully 
cultivated, and the procefs well underftood, this wine would be 
much efteemed in Europe. The province of Shirwan has'Derberit 
inclufively on the north ; the Cafpian fea on the call ; the territory 


* Ths foimei capital of that province. 
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Aftara on the fouth j, and parts of Georgia and the diftrlfl's of 
-Gunjah on the weft. 

Old- Shahmachee, the fhrmer capital, is fituated about feventy. 
miles inland of Baku, and for its trade, wealth, and population, 
was, after Ifpahan, ranked among the moft flourifliing cities of 
^erfia. To punilh a rebellion, which the inhabitants had raifed 

I 

againft the government of Nadir Shah, this city was rafe4 and 
■depopulated 5 but that the empire might not be deprived of a 
mart, fo happily placed for foreign commerce, that prince formed 
about ten miles to the fouth-weft of the old city, a new Shah? 
machee.* Fultah All Khan, the chief of Shirwan^ ^efides ge- 
aieraUy at Detbent, but he gratifies a rapacious dlTpofition, by 
making frequent circuits through the province, which he feverely 
harrafles. The vicinity of general Potemkin’s army has made 
him fearful of its nearer approach *, and he is now endeavouring 
by every token of refpcdl: and acknowledged dependance, to ob- 
tain a favourable connedlion with the Ruffian empire. 

Having laid before you, the more material part of my ob- 
fervations on Shirwan, I cannot refift the impulfe of calling your 
notice, for a moment to the difpofition and temper of a fmall 

• An extenfnre trade of Clfc formerly was maintained between Shahmachee and the 
Elack fea, through which channel, large quantities of that commodity were imported 
into Turkey, and thence into Europe. This trade though Hill exifting is much di- 
minilhed fince the Ruffians, by obtaining die dominion of the Calpian, have made a 
monopoly of the Perfian filk. 
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bat extraordinary portion of its prefent inhabitants. Human 
nature takes a portion of its^ prominent features from national 
prejudices, from education, and from government; nor muft wc 
exclude climate from its fliare of the formation. This remark 
arofe from a view of the Ataflighah at Baku, where a Hindoo 
is found -fo deeply tinftared with the enthufiafin of religion, that 
though his nerves be conftitutionally of a tender texture, and 
his frame relaxed by age,* he will journey through hoftile regions, 
from the Ganges to the Volga, to offer up a prayer at the 
Ihrine of his God. 

When the ambitious ftrides of the Ruffian empire, on the 
fide of Turkey, by the late acquifitions of the Crim, are atten- 
tively confidered, and its rapid progrefs into the moft valuable 
provinces of Perlia, we are compelled to bellow applaufe on the 
policy of a government which has fo dextroufly ordered its mea- 
fures, that theft valuable additions of power and wealth arc daily 
accumulated without attra6ling the notice of Europe; nay al- 
moft without its knowledge. Waving any inveftigation of the 
political effefls which may fpring from the rife or fall, or the 
encreafing grandeur of nations, I will here only obferve, that the 
influence acquired by Rulfia, in the north-weft quarter of Per- 
fia, has been accompanied with reciprocal benefits, and that were it 

* Among the Hindoos at the Atalhghah, was an old man, a native of Dehli, who 
had vifited all the celebrated temples of northern and fouthern India, and whom I after- 
wards faw at Ailracan, 
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yvliolly annexed to the Ruffian idomiijion* the body of people 
would reap ^l^ential adVantage,s } their perfons and property would 
derive a fecurity, of which they have been long deprived, and by 
a fubjeftion to the orders of a civilized, aftive government, they 
would neceffarily become ufeful fubjedls and profitable membeis 
of fociety. 

The kingdom of Perfia, fince the period of- the Afghan In» 
vafion,* has prefented an unvaried fcene of warfare and diftrac- 
tionj where every fpecies of a lavage rapine has been exercifed 
with boundlefs fway ; and at this day, Perfia may be faid to 
exhibit a vaft tomb, piled tip with the vidinjS' of 'ambition, 
avarice, and revenge,; It were difficult to fay whether more of 
its people in tlie laft fixty years, have fallen in the field, or by 
the hand of the executioner arid affaffin. For they have had a 
full occupation, efpecially in the latter part of the government 
of Nadir Shah, whofe revenues were at length drained from the 
blood of his fubjeft. 

The cruelties committed by this prince have been diffulely 
treated all clafles of men, even our boys af Ichodl, are con- 
verfant in the barbarous exploits of Khuli Khan ; it may not how- 
ever be fuperfiuous to notice Ibme faffs, which feem to have largely 
contributed to fully the memory of Nadir, v?ho at one period of 
Ids life, maintained no ill founded claims to. heroic fame. At 


-the 


* Which happened about the year lyao. 
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the cfofil of this prince’s reign, his body and his mind indi« 
€ated equal figns of diforder, which was fuppofed to have beeA 
feaufed or augmented by domeftic treachery, and the effefts of 
exceflive fatigue. 

Conspiracy and rebellion arofe all around him, and he had 
no fooner quelled the infurreftions of a province, than his de- 
parture was marked by the murder of the officers and fucceffive 
revolts. Seeing his authority endlefsly trampled on, and that 
partial punilhment was inefficient to give it ftrength, he gave 

4 

ioofe to a perhaps 'conftitutional ferocity, which had been tem- 
pered by his underftanding, but which thefe events inflamed 
to madnefs, and often inftigated to the indifcriminate extirpa- 
tion of a diftridt. But what feemed moft to embitter and dif- 
turb his mind, was the perfidy of his family j the defection of 
thofe from whom he had vainly expefted aid and attachment. 
His favoiite fon and apparent fncceflbr, had been entrufted with 
the regency of Perfia, during the expedition to Hindbftan, and 
prefuming on the difcant occupations of his father, he had pre- 
pared meafures, it is alledged, to afcend the throne. 

The increafing malady,**' of Nadir, fliarpcned by public and 
doraeftic calamity, ultimately lendered him a monfter of cuieltyj 
and his rage extending ufually to thofe, whole offices required 

an 
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an attendance on his perfon,* he was approached with a con- 
ftant dread. Wearied out at length by the undeviating courfe 
of his tyranny and cruelties, which like a peftilence had thinned 
the land, fome of the principal officers of the court, ftimulated 
flfo, it is faid, by one of his nephews, affalfinated him in the 
month of April, 1747, while he was encamped in the northern 
quarter of Khorafan, not far diftant from the place of his birth. 

Having held out that fide of Nadir’s chara 61 er which ex- 
cites only difguft and horror, it were but fimple juftice to his 
memory, to notice thofc pafiages of his life which will place 
him in a light, where princes ever appear in the molt grate- 
ful colours. On the event of his fuccefies in India, he ex- 
empted his Perfian dominion from all taxes, for the fpace of 
three years 5 and after difeharging the military arrears, which 
amounted to four millions fterling, he gave the army a gra- 
tuity of fix months pay, with a like fum to the civil fervants 
of the camp. 

Afxek the battle of Karnat, when Nadir had overthrown 
the empire of India, and pofieiTed the perfon of the kii^, one 
of the Moghul omrah’s reprefented to him, that among the Dehli 
troops were an hundred thoufand horfes fit for field fervice, 

* It is faid that the officers in waiting, inftead of entering on the ordinary topies 
of i court, were ufed to make anxious and unfeigned enquiries into the ftate of the 
fhah’s body, and ever expreffed much joy, at an imperial evacuation, which they ima- 
gined would fecuce an exiftonce for the day. 
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and vvbich his order would immediatly produce. Nadir Shah, in 
4he language of a prince, obferved that he granted to the Moghul 
.army, an unrefcrved quarter, which- fliould not be infringed] 
that the bread of an Afiatic foldier depends on his horfe, winch 
were he deprived of, himfelf and his family would be reduced 
to beggary 3 that it is repugnant to humanity to treat thofe with 
rigor, ‘whom fortune has thrown into our power, and it was 
his determined will, that the Indian foldiers Ihould not be in 
any degree infulted or molefted.* 

; Nadir Shah, in the profperous periods of his life, held 
out an ample protection to merchants of every fe£t and nation] 
and zealoully fought to eftablilh a liberal commerce throughout 
Perfia, which he faw poflefled of various valuable commodities. 
When the mercantile property of Mr. Hanway, was plundered 
at Afterabad, that gentleman prefered his complaint in perfon to 
the lhah, who directing an invefligation into the account, iffued 
an effectual order on the governor of the province for a full re- 
llitution of the effeCls or the amount. 

In the vigorous attempts, which this prince made to introduce 
the European art of navigation and fhip-building into hia 
country 5 he evinced’a genius rarely found in the mind of an Afiatic, 
It was his intention, by the afliltance of John Elton, to ereCt 
fortified ftations on the call fide of the Cafpian fea, that a ftability. 


* FrazerYhiftoiyotNsdir Shah. 
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might be given to his conqucfts in Khieva, and the Tartars checked 
Jti their dopiechtions pn the province of Afterabad,' After Elton^ 
had, with vafl faborj completed ths building of a ve(Iel/in which, 
he encodiitefed'dbftinate difficalties, as well from a jealouly of the 
Eerfihns of his rifiiig favor v/ith the fliah as difguft at an irkfonie 
ftfvicej he was directed to examine the Tartar fliore of theCafpian, 
and to make choice of an eligible fituation for a fettlement. 
the coad, according to the report of Elton, being tbutid deflicute 
of good water, the delign was relinquiihed. 

,, Nadir Shah, contrary to the general character of the 
Perfians, who are impreffed with a more perfecuting fpirit than 
any other Mahometan nation, gave a common, toleration to the wor- 
fhip of the inhabitants, whether Chriitians, Hindoos, or Jew.s, and 
largely retrenched the power and wealth of the priefts, who during 
the latter period of the SufFuee dynafty, had engrofled the chief 
direction of government. That Nadir might incapacitate theiiJ 
revenge for the death of the mollah Balhi,* who had been ex- 
ecuted for refufing affent to a plan of this prince for introducing 
the Soon! religion into Perfia, and to accommodate other falutary 
purpofes, he demanded an account of the vaft revenues which had 
been affigned to the church ; they informed him, according to the 
tenor of Frafer’s relation of this event, that their prepeity was 
applied to the ufes, for which it had been allotted j in falaries for 
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jthe ^lefts’, in the maintenance of numerous colleges and mofques, 
dn which ])rayers were inceflantly offered up for the fuccels of th© 
•arms of the prince, and of the profperity of the Perfian empire. 

Nadir oblerved to them, that experience had manifefted tht 
inutility of their prayers, fince for the fpace of fifty years pafl:,. 
Ithe nation had been verging to decay, and ultimately had been re- 
duced by invafions and rebellion to a ftate of ruinj when God’s 
viftorious inftruments, pointing to his army, had come to its relief, 
and were now ready to faciifice their lives to its defence and glory ; 
that the wants of thefe poor priefts, his foldiers, muft be fupplied, 
■and he therefore determined that the greateft portion ■Of the church 
lands fliould be appropriated to their ufe. The mandate being 
immediatly carried into execution, produced a revenue equal to 
three million of fterling money. The priefts, enraged at this 
afiiimption, exerted their utmoft abilities in ftirring up the army 
and the people againft the fliah j but the former being cqmp6!^d, 
in a large proportion, of the Sooni feft, ridiculed '^elr fituation, 
and the body of the inhabitants, when they confdercd that the 
edift would liberate them from a part of the general taxation, 
were not dilfatisfied. 

Nadir Shah having accomplilhed this purpofe, ordered thif 
attendance of the chiefs of the people, and making a foi’mdL‘&- 
claration of the meafure which had been adopted, told thfetn if 
they wanted priefts, they muft proviae them at their owa charge j 
that having himfelf little occafion for their fcrvices, he would not 
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contribute to their maintenance. Such was Nadir Shah before 
calamity had har^alTed his mind, anddifeafe his body. The afiions 
of men, however amply gifted by nature or improved by know- 
ledge, are ftrongly ftiaped by the furrounding events of human life. 
Let the man whom we have but now viewed with admiration, 
towering down the tide of fortune with a fwelling fail, and 
marking his progrefs by confpicuous marks of glory and renown, 
be thrown on the rough fea of trouble, without a flieltcr to cover 
him from its fury j or let him be ftretched on the couch of fick- 
nefs, helplefs, and racked with pmn, we fhall fpeedily ceafe from 
wonder and applaufe, and with difficulty credit the idattity of the 
objeft. 

Havimo in detached pieces, and I fear with a wide deviation 
from order, defcribed the moR important events of the Perfian 
empire, from the Afghan invaiion to the death of Nadir Shah, I 
could hare wilhed briefly to conneff that epocha with the piefent 
period ; but no document has come to my knowledge, fufficiently 
authentic or clear, for the Uluftration of the whole of this in- 
terval. 

Previously to the adminiftration of Kareem Khan, many 
competitors for the throne of Perfia came forward, and en- 
countered a various tranfient fortune, until all the race of Nadir, 
and the Softs’ were extirpated, except Shah Rock, the chief of 
Mufchid, a Iketch of whofe life, has been already noticed. Ka- 
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I'eem Khan,'*^ from a marauding horfeman became the fuccefsful 
chieftain, and proclaiming Iiimfelf the I'egent of the empire, 
during the minority of a defceiidant of the Sofi family, whom he 
pretended to have difcovered, cftabliflred his refidence at Shiraz. 
It appears that Saadut Khan, the brother of the regent, took Baf- 
forah -f- from the Turks after a year’s fiege ; and during the Per- 
fian government of that place, Kareem Khan gave diftinguilhed 
indulgencies to the Englifli refidents eftabliflied there, whofe fac- 
tory and property, when the city fell into his pofleffion, were 
fully fccured to them. The adminiftratioti of Kareem Khan, 
was involved in a feries of hoftilities againft the Turks and 
Arabs, over whom, except the capture of Baflbrah, he obtained 
but trivial advantages. 

At the period of the regent's death, which happened about 
the year 1778, Saadut Khan was Rationed with a fmall force 
at Baflbrah, and felicitous of fpeedily reaching Shira®, ,the 
theatre of aflion, he abandoned Baflbrah, which again ac- 
knowledged the power of the Turks. When Saadut Khan ap- 
proached Shiraz, he found the gates fliut againft him by a. 
Zacchi Khan, a branch of his family, who feizing on thft 
city, and the perfon of Kareem Khan’s fon, then a youth, an* 

■ , r 

1 . .il * ^r> 

* He made no fcruple of avowing, that in his youth he purfued the occupation 
of a robber, and that his foreteeth had been demolilhed by the kick of an afs, which he 
had ftolen and was carrying ofF. 

t This event happened in the year 1774. 
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nounced himfcif the ruler of fouthern Perfia. The young man 
having evinced a difpolition to favor the interefts of his uncle ; 
Zacchi Khan gave orders that he ftiould be put to death. The 
fentence by a reverfe in no rare pradtice at a Mahometan court, 
was executed on himfelf, and Saadut Khan was admitted into 
Shiraz, with a participation of the affairs of government. He 
foon formed a combination againft his nephew, whom hfe ulti- 
mately depofed, on a charge of debauchery and a lavilh ex- 
penditure of the public treafure. 

During the adminiftration of Kareem Khan, a body of 
troops had been lent to quell fome infurrection, in a diftant 
part of the country, under an Ali Morad, who returning fucefs- 
ful, with an army difpofed to promote his purpofes, prefeied a 
claim to the government; the iffue of a civil war, profecuted 
through a feries of depredation, murder, and treachery, gave Ali 
Morad the poffeffion of Shiraz, where he put to the fword, the 
whole family of Kareem Khan, with their adherents,* A Per- 
iian of Ifpahan, Ipeaking to me of the aflions of Ali Morad, and 
extolling his military genius, faid, that he poffefled a fcimetar of 
a large fize and fuperior quality, on the blade of which were en- 
graved the names of the twelve imaums, the direftors of its edge, 
and the. fecurity of its viflories. 

* He was related te the family of Kareem Khan ; it is faid, that on this event, 
three hundred perfons were mafTacred, 

Thb 
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The comment on the Mahometan’s ftory, would in faft tell 
us, that whilft the fword of Ali Mprad is thus patronifed by 
his twelve faints, there is no fervice, however entangled by the 
ties of faith and honor, that he may not cut afunder with im- 
punity, even with applaufe. Ali Morad, who has eftablilhed the 
feat of his government at Ifpahan, took Shiraz in 1778, or I779> 
at which period, a gentleman of my acquaintance refided at Baf- 
forah, and has fince communicated to me fome trafts of the 
hiftory of Kareem Khan, and of thofc chiefs who appeared in 
^ilion after his death. 

This gentleman whofe veracity and difceming judgment 
may be confided in, draws a melancholy piflure of the fouthern, 
provinces of Perfia. He fays, that the inteftine feuds and com- - 
motions gave a pretext for the perpetration of every crime dif- 
graceful to human nature, and produced fuch daring a£l:s df 
flagitioufnefs, that the people refembled demons rather ttteil men. 
It was ufual, he fays, for one half of the inhabitants of a vil- 
lage, t6 keep watch at night, that they miglit not be murdered 
by the other, which if not equally vigilant became fubjecl to>i 
fimilar fate. But enough of this feme of blood, which degradft 
our race below the beafts of the field, and permit me in my 
defultory manner, to convey you again to the banks of -tfei Cdf- 
pian. It having been already noticed, that the dominion of this 
fea is veiled without competition in the empire of ‘Ruflla, which 
has alfo obtained a ftrong influence in fome of the bordering 
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‘provinces, it may not be foreign to rational enquiry, to exa- 
mine the ftages by which Jluffia has arrived at this acceffion (rf 
power. 

- ■ Ilf the year 1722, Peter the Great was folicited by Thamas 
•Khan, the fon of the Shah Hnffeyn, to affift him in expelling 
the Afghans from Perfia, who had driven his father fl'om the 
throne, and continued to hold poflelEon of an extenfive portion 
of the kingdom*; and to ftimulate Ruflia to the grant of this 
aid, the Peifian prince ftipulated to cede in perpetuity the 
provinces of Ghilan and Shirwah. This propofal being acceded 
to, Peter, accompanied by the emprefs Katherine, embarked at 
Aftracan with a large force, and proceeding along the weft coaft 
of the Cafpian, landed at Agrechan, in the province of Min- 
grelia, about two hundred miles to the fouthward of the mouth 
of the Wolga; from thence he moved to the relief of Derbent, 
which had been befieged by the Afghans, and ftationing a party 
of three hundred men in the caftle, advanced a day’s march into 
Perfi^i where he was met by the deputies of B^ku, and Shah- 
machee who fought his protedlion againft the Afghans, then 
jaaking ftrenuous exertions to reduce thefe places. 

Peter was preparing to undertake the fervice, when a Tur- 
kifti envoy arrived in the camp, and reprefented, that his mafter 
having annexed Shahmachee to the Turkiflt dominion, was much 
difpleafed at the appearance of a Ruffian power in that quarter, 

and 
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and that unlefs the emperor withdrew his forces, he was dire£led 
=to declare war againft Ruffia. 

Peter having lately felt the fuperior ftrength of the Turks 
in the unfortunate campaign of Pruth, and being then in a fo- 
<reign country, deftitute of the refources neceffary for commen- 
cing hoftilities againft fo powerful an enemy, he confented to a 
peaceable return to his own dominions. The Turkifti envoy ac- 
companied the army to the northern limits of Perfia, where he 
’remained until it had embarked for Aftracan. The party which 
had been lodged in the fort of Derbent did not join the army 
•in its retreat, but at the felicitation of the inhabitants conti- 
nued in that ftation, until the Ruffians at a future period ap- 
peared on the Cafpian, while thofe of Baku deprived of the hope 
of fuccour, received a body of Afghan troops into the town, 
and lubmitted to the government of Ifpahan. 

The Ruffians had conftructed a fmall fort on the river Millu 
Kenti, in the territory of the Lefghi Tartar?, and garrifoned it 
with five hundred men, who after the departure of the grand army, 
were attacked by a large Afghan force and wholly deftroyed. 
Peter, it is faid, loft in this expedition, a third part of his troops,, 
by ficknefs, fatigue, and onfets of the Lefghis ; a lofs the more 
mortifying, as it was then attended by a fubverfion of the fan- 
guine projefl he had formed, of extending his conqueft into the 
interior provinces of Perfia. 

It appears that this event was followed, in a fliort time, by 

an 
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an ultimate and formal convention, between the courts of Con- 
ilantinople and Peterfburgh, which flipulated that Shahmachee, 
the territories of Armenia, Georgia, and Melitaner, fliould be held 
.permanent appendages of the Port ; and that Peter fliould be left 
..at liberty to profccute his dcfigns on the provinces of Perlia, 
bordering on the Cafpian fea. 

In the latter end of the year 1722, the Perfian chief of Ghilan. 
deputed an agent to Aftracan with powers to deliver op Reflid, 
■J:he capital of the province, to a Rullian garrifon, fliould it be 
immediately difpatched to the relief of the city, then invefted by 
the Afghans. The emperor aflenting to the meafure, difpatched 
hy fea a' thoufand men to Ghilan, but on their arrival they 
were refufed admittance by the inhabitants, who alarmed at the 
delay of the aid, and threatened with fevere vengeance if they 
formed any connexion with the Ruffian government, had en.- 
tered into a negociation with the Afghan officer for the fur- 
render of the city. The Ruffian detachment formed an entrench.* 
ment on the fea-fhore, where it remained until a reinforcement 
of four thoufand men came from Aftracan, with orders to force 
an entrance into Re(hd ; but this fervice was not found necefiary, 
for on the arrival of the additional force, the gates' of Reflid 
were immediately thrown open, and the whole province of Ghi- 
lan became fubjeft to Ruffia. 

The officer who commanded the auxiliary troops, had in 
lus paflage down the Cafpian, touched at Paku, where he was 

direded 
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direded to lodge a garrifoiij conformably to a previous requi- 
fition of the Perfian governor, but the fuccour arriving too late, 
th« place had fubmitted to an Afghan army. Peter anxious to 
acquire fo valuable an acquifition, difpatched in the courfe of the 
following year, 1723, a ftrong naval arnament from Aftracan-,. 
which entering the port of Baku,* took the fort after a lliort 
bombardment. It is faid that previoufly to this fiege, the Per- 
fians had never fccn a mortar, and that when the Ruffian bomb- 
ketch was warped into its Ration, they ridiculed the attempt 
®f fo fmall a veffel preparing to attack the fortj but the de- 
ftruftion of the buildings, and the carnage which enfued, fpee- 
dily converted their contempt into aftonifhment and fear. 

These leading lines of the progrefs and eftablilhment of the 
Ruffian power on the Cafpian fea, are largely borrowed from, 
the memoirs of a captain Bruce, who ferved in Peter’s army 
during the firft Perfian expedition, and who feems to have madh 
his obfervations with an accurate judgment ; he' has certainly 
related them with fimplicity and candor. His documents alfo 
correfponding with the information which I colleded in Per- 
fia, this Iketch is laid before you with the greater confidence. 
From the period. at which Peter fixed his power in the pro- 
vinces of Shirvan and Ghilan, to the year 1732, when Nadi.r. 4 e- 

• This word, I am informed, is oompofed of the Perfian words, Badand ku, iignify- 
ing a windy hill j it is certain that a ftrong wind generally prevails.at tl»t place. 

pofed 
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pofed Shah Thamas, and affumed the diadem of Perfia, it is not 
feen that any material occurences interpofed to difliirb the Ruf- 
fian territory, or commerce on the Cafpian. But when this me- 
teor of the taft had hhued foith, and in its courfc confunied 
or difniayed the funounding nations, the Ruffians then invol- 
ved in domcftic commotion and intrigue, were compelled to eva- 
cuate their Cafpian dominion, with only the permiffion to hold 
a rcfident at the fea-port of Enzillee, for the management of the 
Ghilan filk-trade.** 

Foltah Ali Khak, having within thefe late years, enga- 
ged in a defultory warfare with the Lelghi Tartars, fought the 
affiftance of the Ruffians, who after repelling the incurfions of 
the enemy, held for fome time pofleffion of the fort of Derbent. 
It has been again reftored j but the conditions are not known, 
though we may infer from the policy of the court of Peters- 
burgh, which is not in the habit of retrenching its limits, that 
the caufe of withdrawing the garrifon of Derbent, did not pio- 
ceed from mere motives of liberality. 

That your knowledge of this quarter of Perfia may be more 
complete and fatisfaftory, I have been prompted to annex in this 

* In the year 1746, an embalTy was fent by the emprefs Elizabeth to Nadir Shah, a 
relation of which has been publilbed by Mr. William Cooke, who accompanied it in 
the capacity of a furgeon ; and at that time it appears that except the Enziile factory, 
tmd a commercial refidcncy at Derbent, the KulTians did not poQefs any eftafalilhanent 
in Perfia. 

place. 
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place, & furvey of the Cafpian fea made by Captain Bruce, in 
the year, 1723, by the order of Peter, after his return from 
P6rfia. The relation of this furvey is deficient in the detail of 
bearings, and often of the foundings, nor is It known whether 
thefe remarks were ever recorded, or have been omitted by the 
publiflier.; but the information is much wanted, for except the 
Ruffians, other nations are ftill trivially acquainted with the 
coafts of the Cafpian fea; efpecially with that which confines' 
Tartary. 

. Captain Bruce fays, “ we received orders to go all round 
the Cafpian fea to furvey and found it, and lay down in a 
“ chart all the rivers, creeks, and bays, with all the different 
“ foundings ; and for this fervice, had one of the ftrongeff new 
“ built galleys of forty oars, carrying two eighteen pounders in 
“ her prow, twenty four fwivels, and three hundred men, at- 
“ tended with four boats, two of eight oars, one .of ten,''^and 
“ another of twelve, each boat carrying one fvvivel gun ; and 
" two" fub-engineers were appointed for my affiftants. 

“ The i8th of April 1723, went down to the month of 
“ the Volga,* and next morning proceeding from thence eaft-' 
“ ward, we paffed in very Ihallow water along the coaft, fo, 
“ very overgrown with weeds, that we were obliged to keep at 
five or fix miles diftant from the fiiore, in from ten to twelve 


. yot. II. 


* Forty miles below the city of Aftracan. 

li 
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“ feet water} and all the way, even for eight days time, we 
“ could find ' no place to. land, even our fmalleft boats. We 
faw two little iflands in the way, but we could not come 
“ at them for reeds, but we killed a great number of fea-fowl, 
■“ that have their nefts in thefe iflands, and had plenty of fifli 
and fowl, all the way. We failed and rowed, as the wind 
permitted, but came to an anchor every evening that no- 
thing might efcape our obfei'vation. 

“ On the 26th, we arived at the river Jaick, the mouth of 
“ which is one hundred fathoms broad, and eighteen feet deep j 
“ we went to the town of Jaick, that Hands about one ’mile 
“ up the river, which is well fortified, and has a ftrong gar- 
“ rifon of Ruffians and Tartars,* to keep the Kalmuck and 
Nagayan Tartars in awe, and to prevent them from attack- 
ing each other, as they live in perpetual enmity. 

“ The Nagayans inhabit all the country from Aftracan to 
** the Jaick, all along the fea coaft, being two hundred and fifty 
“ verfts * 1 ” in extent j and the Kalmucks poflefs that vaft tra£l: of 
land from Saratoff to the great defert of Beriket, and that 
" traft to the fouth of the Jaick, all along the fliore to the 
y river Yembo, which is 93 verfts from this place 5 we ftayed 

* The inhabitants of that traft of Tartary, which has been completely fubdued by 
RufBa and now a ftationary people. 

-]■ .At the common calculation of two thirds of a mile to a verft, this diftance is 
170 miles. 
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onlyvohe day, at Jaick,"* and provided ourfelves with frefh meat 
and water, 

f' “Being informed by the governor of the place, that there 
“ was a large gulf to the eaftward, extending to the river Yembo, 
“ but too ftiallow to admit our galley. I fent one of our 
engineers to go round and furvey it, and join us again ort 
“ the oppofite point, for which we proceeded immediately j and 
“ failing fouth, we anchored on the 30th, between the ifland 
of Kulala and the point of the main, in fix fathoms water, 
5* in view of the mountains of Kanayan, and from whence we 
had a clean and deep fiiore. At this place begin the ter- 
“ ritories of the Turkiftan and Turcomanian Tartars. During our 
“ ftay, waiting the return of the en^neer, we laid in plenty 
“ of wood and water, and diverted ourfelves with fowling and 
“ filhingj we caught here a Beluga of upwards of fix yards 
“ long and thick in proportion, from the roe of whjck me 
“ made excellent caviar, which laRed above 'a 'month. 

“ Our engineer with the boats joined us, on the loth 
“ of May, who reported that in the furvey of the bay, he 
* 

* The Ruffians fend annually, two or three barks from Aftracan to Uir Gunge, a 
Turcoman mart, fituated on this river, above the town of Jaick, whence in return for 
European commodities, as fteel, bar-iron, and remnants of broad-cloth, tliey import 
furs, and fait filh. The Jaick continues frozen from the month of December to the 
middle of March, during which period, the Uir Gunge trade ceafes ; nor do the Tartars, 
who are chiefly merchants of Eochara, and Samur Kund, reiide at that pldce, after ti.e 
ileparture of the Ruflian veffels. — — Geoece Foester. 
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“ found only from five to eight feet water; that the whole 
“ fhoie was fb covered with reeds, that they could only land 
“ at the mouth of the river Yembo, which was both broad 
and deep. We left the ifland of Kulala, on the nth, on 
“ our way to the gulf of Ilkander, where we arrived on the 
“ 26th 5 all along this coaft there is a great depth of water, fb 
“ that we could land with our galley on any part of it. 

“ A GREAT, number of fmall rivers fall into the fea from 
the mountains, but we could not learn their names although 
I attempted to get information, by fending the twelve oared 
“ boat with an officer and twenty four men, and an interpreter 
to fpeak to the people on fhore; but they no fooncr came 
" near enough, than th^ Tartars let fly a volley of arrows at 
our people, who returned the falutc with a difcharge of their 
“ mufquetry at them 5 and we fired one of our great guns from 
“ the galley at them, which made them retire to the mountains 
*' in good hafte. They always appeared in great parties, on 
“ horfeback, and well armed, and we faw feveral of their hords 
“ or camps at a great diftance, from which they move at plea- 
“ Cure, and wander from place to place, for thofe Tartars have 
“ no fettled abode; they contined to attend us every day in great 
“ parties, to watch our motions, out of the reach of our guns, 
“ and they difappeared entirely on our arrival in the gulf of If- 
“ kander, which is one hundred and eighty four verfts from the 
‘‘ ifland of Kulala. In this golf which is thirty verfts in length 

“ and 
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" and eighteen broad, we found near the fliore from five to fix 
“ fathoms water, with a clear ground and exceeding good an- 
" chorage.” 

On the loth of April, the veflel in which I had embarked, 
failed ior Baku, and coafting the north-eaft head-land of the 
bay, anchored at Abftihorah,* a road-ftead on a rocky ftiore, at 
which place moll of the palTengers came on board. The Ar- 
menians and Greeks had remained to celebrate the Eafter-feftival 
at Baku, where they have been permitted to ereft a fmall chapel. 
The Perfians of Shirwan, whether, from a frequent intercourfe 
with the Greeks, who introduce much wealth into their coun- 
try, or from a dread of the Ruffian p^wer, ffiew a lefs dillike 
to the Chriflians than thofe of the eaftern provinces.f 

Not being confidered a {launch member of the faith, or 
thought to poffefs a fufficient fanftity of manners, I was not 
invited to affift at the conclufion of the Eafier-faft. But, much 
againft my will, I became a partaker of it on board the veflel. 
On the morning of Eafter-funday, long before break of day, 
the whole fhip’s crew, from the mailer to the cook, rulhed tu- , 
raultuoufly into the cabin, where I was aflecp, and bellowed out 
their prayers to the figures of the virgin, and their patron, Saint 

* A Perfian compoond word, fignifying felt water. 

t A fociety of Perfians, of the Sooni faith, is eftablifhed at Shahmachee, and its 
neighbourhood, who are governed by a chief of their own tribe, a proprietor of cer- 
tain diftrifls held in Feu of Futtah Ali Khan, 
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Nicholas, for the Ipeedy deliverance pf Chrift from the grave, 
which as foon as was fuppofed to be effeefed, they faluted each 
other by a kifs, faying “ Chrift has rifen.” 

Doring the fervor of this occupation, I was wholly over- 

r 

, looked and trampled on. They did not however neglefl: me in 
the more fubftantial part of the feftival ; for though in bed, they 
placed near me a large pudding fluffed with meat, which they 
earneftly defired me to eat; obferving that as I muft have in- 
curred a fevere reftraint during their rigorous lent, it was now 
neceffary to regale and be merry. They themfelves implicitly con- 
formed to the advice ; and from the extraordinary quantity of 
flefli meat which they haftily devoured, during thefe holidays, 
it feemed that they eat'^^s much for the purpofe of compenfa- 
ting loft time, as the gratification of appetite. 

On the 13th of April, every perfon and every parcel that 
could poflibly find a place being embarked, the veffel failed, paf- 
ling between a fmall ifland of rocks and the main. On looking 
around, I was amazed at the crowd of paffengers, and the luna- 
ber that was flattered on the deck and fufpended from the fides. 
I could not have thought it poflible for fuch a fpace to contain 
fo much matter. The lodging allotted to roe, admitted fcantily 
of my length, and of lying only on one fide; but I was fortu- 
nate in an interior ftation, which faved me from being trod on 
by the other paffengers, over whom lay my common path. 
When placed at the fame board with a Ruffian, an Armenian, 

a Greek, 
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a Greek, and a Perfian, I ufed to inveftigate with a pleafing cu- 
Itofi'ty the caufe which had linked in the bonds of fociety, five 
pferfons of diiferent nations, manners, and prejudices. The union 
was manifeftly formed by felf-intereft, which when refined by 
a knowledge of the world, induces men to feek profit and plea- 
pleafiire' fbrough various channels, and in the purfuit, which is 
feager and vigorous, many are prompted to break down the 
ftrongeft fences which education or fuperffition can plant. 

On the evening of the aoth, having feen two fifhing-boats 
Which marked the vicinity of the Aftracan fhore, our bark came 
to an anchor in three fathom water, but no land in fight. In 
the evening the wind began to blow with violence, and raifetl 
the fea ; which in the Cafpian is fooh'^giliated, having a fhort 
irregular motion and breaking with great force. I had not been 
long in bed, when the Greek gentleman exprefled an apprehen- 
fion that the velTel was touching the ground, which was foon 
verified by a rough fhock of the rudder. A -fcen’e of confu- 
fion, marked with various tokens of diftrefs now cnfucd. Some 
were bawling out in the Rufli.an, the Armenian and in the Per- 
fian language, while others were lamenting their fate in Greek, 
and Turkifh. 

Had I not been fo eflentially interefted in the event, wh|tk 
bore a very unpromifing afpedt, the diverfity .of modes adapted 
in expreffing a fenfe of this difafter, would have afforded mat- 
ter of curbus notice. Every man was imploring the divine in- 

terpofitioa 
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terpofitlon in his own manner and language j but my attention was 
chiefly attrafted by a Perfian who had taken refuge in the ca- 
bin, a place he imagined of the more fafety, from the mafter 
having taken his flation there. In a piteous tone, he begged 
that I would accommodate him with a pillow, that he might 
compofe himfelf, and await his lafl: hour with refignation j amidfl: 
his ejaculations which were loud and fervent, he did not once 
mention the name of Mahomet The whole force of his prayers 
were levelled at Ali, on whom he beftowed every title that could 
denote fanttity, or military prowcfs ; he called on him by thp 
name of the Friend of God, the Lord of the faithful and the Bf,an- 
dlflier of the invincible fword, to look down on his lervant, and 
Ihield him from the 'imp^uding evil j thinking alfo to obtain the 
more grace with the father, he would occafionally launch out 
into the praifes of his two fons,* 

The bales of filk, with which the cabin was filled to half 
its height, being removed forward, the veffel which ftruck only 
at the ftern, was for a time relieved j but the wind and fpa in- 
creafing, our danger became imminent. I propofed to the .Greek, 
to throw over fome part of the cargoe, as the beft mode of fa- 
ying the reft, as alfo our lives j and he was difpofed to try the 
expedient, had he not been obftrufted by the paflengers, who 
bitterly inveighed againft the propofal, and the adventuring Fe- 
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ringliee its author, who having nothing to lofe, they faid, was 
iittle intercfted in the iffue. Yet I can with truth aver, that in 
'no fituation of difficulty in which I have been occafionally in- 
volved, did I ever feel a ftronger reludance of quitting the “ warm 
precinfts of day j” I could not with adequate fortitude reconcile 
the idea of being loft on a Ihore, which I had fo long fought' 
with labor and anxiety, and which I had approached only to' 
meet deftrudlion. But that I might not be taken wholly unpre- 
pared I fecured about my perfon the journal of my route, the 
only article of property which was in the leaft valuable. 

Having obtained the Greek’s confent to cut away fome 
heavy lumber which hung from that quart^ and greatly con- 
tributed to augment the force of the VeJTeJ^s ftriking the ground j 
1 began to throw into the fea empty calks, tubs, and balkets • 
of fruit ; and was proceeding brilkly in the work, when I was 
driven from my poll by a ftrong party of the proprietors. 

On the aad, before noon, the wind having abated a little, 
the crew were enabled, though with with difficulty, to hoift out - 
the boat, which was out of all proportion, large and heavy;, 
nor did the veflel ever touch the ground after being dilbur-' 
thened of this mafs. 

On the 23d, at anchor, the wind moderate hut contrary. 
The veflel remained nearly in the fame place until thfe ‘28th, 
when many filhing boats came in fight ; not left .1 imagine, 
than one hundred 5 and fome of them vifiting us, we purcliafed ' 
VoL 11. K k at 
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at the rate of a fiiiH'lng a piece excellent fturgeon, the roe 
which, Riipped of the filaments and fprinkled with fait, wi: . 
out any other preparation, is the common food of the Ruffian^ 
and of which I liave eat heartily. This when dried, is called 
in Europe, the caviar, and produces a profitable trafiick to the 
city of Aftracan. The fturgeon fiHrery is chiefly condud'ed by 
Kalmuck Tartars, who find a ready fale for their fifh, at nu- 
merous faftories, eftabliflied by the Ruffians, on the lower parts 
of the Volga, for the purpofe of faking fturgeon and preparing 
tlie caviar. 

Having underftood that the Kalmucks were a migrating 
people, confifting wholly of fhepberds and foldiers, who derived 
a fubfiftance from th^ .bps'ods of cattle, and marauding expe- 
ditions, I was furprized at feeing them occupied in a marine pro- 
feflion. But many thoufands of the Kalmuck race are fcattered 
about the northern coafl: of the Cafpiin, where in fmall narrow 
boats, worked by four or five perfons, they are engaged In the ftur- 
geon fifhery during the fumraer months. They often continue 
many fucceffive days at fea, the water * of which they -drink. And 
they eat in its raw ftate part of the produce of their labors. 

There is not perhaps on the face of the earth, a human creature 

* At the difiance of fifteen and twenty leagues from the north fliore of the Caf- 
pian, the water frefhened by the large rivers flowing into it from that quarter, may 
be drunk without pcejudice ^ it being only brackiOi, when the wind blows firong from 
the fouthward. 
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Avltq‘ lives or. coarfcr fare, or to a civllizeS people more dilgufting 
' than a Kalmuck Tartar ; not oven the favages of fouthern Africa, 
Putrid fifli raw, or the flefli of carrion, liorfes, oxen, and ca- 
mels, is the ordinary food of Kalmucks; and they are more 
adlive and Icfs fufcejitible of the inclemency of weather, than 
any race of men I have ever fceii. The features of a Kalmuck, 
thougli ccarfer, bear a fliikhig refemblance to thofe of a Clii- 
nefe ; the upper part of liis nofe is fcarcely feen to projedl from 
the face, and its extremity is furnifhed with widely dilated 
noftrils. 

Being anxious to leave the ftiip whofe provifions were nearly 
confumed, and which from the crowd and^lth of the pafleij- 
gets, had become very offenfive, I hi^e^^ conjunftion with the 
Greek gentleman, a Kalmuck boat to go to Aftracan. But be- 
fore I quit the fubjedt of the velTel, I muft mention to you that ,v?c 
brought from Baku five Hindoos ; two of them were merchants 
of Moultan and tliree were meodicaats, .a Jathcr, his fon, and 
’■inyaffee.* The laft was a hale, fpririted young man, who 
' y an equal alertnefs in mind and body, blended alio 
rong tindlure of fanaticifm, was making, it may be 
be tour of the v/orld; for he did not feem to hold 
iv’er.of tnyoli concern whither his couifc was dir^dlec), 
dh motiop , 


,■ > -riicTiatne of a ifdigious fcA.pf Hindg9Si,ehi(;^^',QCtlii:,BdISJ!'fO ui!)c, 
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The Hindoos at Baku had fupplied his little wants, and re- 
commended him to their agents in Ruflia, whence he faid, he 
would like to proceed with me to England. The Moultanee’ 
Hindoos were going to Aftracati on a commercial adventure 
merely, and would not have gone a mile out of the road to have 
ferved God or man. When I accufed the Hindoos of polluting 
themfelves by drinking the catk-water, and preparing viftuals 
in the fhip-kitchen, they obferved, that they had already become 
impure by eroding the forbidden river,* beyond which all dit 
crimination of tribes ceafed. Though fpirituous liquors are pro- 
hibited to the Hindoos, it does not appear that the ufe of bang, 
an intoxicating v¥»ed which refembles the hemp in Europe, and 
is prepared either for fn*o]^g or a draught, is confidered even by 
the moft rigid, a breach of the law, for they drink it without 
referve, and often to excefs. 

In the evening of the 28th of April, four of us embarked 
in one of the Kalmuck boats, rowed by four flout men, who 
direfting a courfe for the Aftracan channel, proceeded at the rate 
of five miles an hour, over very fmooth water j we reached be- 
fore night a fmall inhabited ifland, about twenty five miles 
diftant from the velfel 5 and as the Kalmucks were fatigued with 
hard work, it was agreed to go on fliore for a few hours to 
give them a refpite. I landed with joy on the territory of 


• The Attoc. — JV. B, The verfes of the Emperor to the Hindoo Rajah. 
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Ruflla } and you who have now perufcd the ftory of my long, 
laborious journey, will fee realbn, without the aid of figurative 
'enlargement, for the pleafure I felt. The inhabitants of the 
iHand, who were agents of the fturgcon filhery, received us with 
cordiality, and when apprized of the Greek gentleman’s rank in 
the fe^vice, treated him with much refpeft. In a wooden houfe, 
cleanly furnilhed in the European manner, which to me was a 
rare objeft, we were entertained with a difh of fturgeon in 
broth, good bread, and pure water. Excufe the fenfuality of my 
defcription but I muft give way to an impulfe of joy at the 
remembrance of that delicious meal. It was perfonally fe’rved 
up by our hoft, who agreeably, to the anci^ cuftom of Ruffia 
waited at table, and performed all thg*^ces of afliduous hof- 
pitality. 

, At the conclufion of the repaft, in which the Kalmucks had 
fubfequently Iharerl, we proceeded on our journey, and leaving 
John’s Ifland * on the left, the lights of which were feen, en- 
tered the Aftracan branch of the Volga. About midnight the 
boatmen became fo much harraffed by the labor of the oar, at 
which they probably had been employed all the preceding day, 
that it was found neceffary to refrelh them with a little fleep, 
of which I was alfo in great need. Having only a fpace to fit 

* Called alfo Chattiree Bougarree. It Hands at the mouth of the AHiacan channel, 
and is furnilhed with a light-houfe. 
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-on with my legs bent under me, the -pofttipn had long been 
very painful, and no fooner did the boat touch ground, than 
leaping out, I fpread my cloak on the ground, and flept foundly 
three hours. At day light we commenced our journey, which 
led among numerous lowiliands, covered with reeds, and about 
eight o’clock irT^ie morning, arrived at a ftation called the 
Brand Wacht, about twelve miles within John’s Ifland, where 
a marine guard is pofted for the protection of the cuftom 
houfe, and enforcing the occafional obfervance of quarantine. 
It was fortunate that I had procured a written teflimony of 
my fituation from the captain of the frigate at, B^ku, without 
which I muft haj<e awaited the olders of the Aftracan govern- 
ment. We difchar^^ie Kalmucks at the Brand Wacht, and 
hired an eight oared boat, the property of Turkoman Tartars,* 
who were clothed like Ruffian feamen, and very expert in the 
management of the oar. 

The Turkoman fubjefts of Ruffia, are an induftrious quiet 
people, and have become ufeful fubjei5ls to the ftate. Many pf 
them ferve in the navy and army, where they, are received without 
objeftion to their religious tenets, which are Jefs intemperate, than 
thofe of any other of the weftern Mahometans. Few villages are 
feenj on the borders of this branch of the Volga j thp land, nearly 

j , * -The ^efeendants of t;h9fe Tartars, lybo were in pofleflion of ftftrMau, when it 
was fubdued in 1552, by the Czar, Ivan Balilivitz, furnaiaed the Tyrant. 
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level whhi the water, is thickly covered with reeds, affording a 
commodious Ihelter to numerous flocks of wild geefe, which feem 
to have reforted thither from all quarters of the globe ; nor could 
tliey have chofen a fitter place ; it is equally fecluded from the 
haunts of men and animals, defended by a ftrong cover, and abun- 
dantly fypplied with frefh water. 

When we arrived in fight of the great church of Aftracan, 
which with the other fpires and high buildings of that city, pre- 
lent a beautiful villa to a long reach of the Volga, my Greek friend 
arofe, and making the fign of the crofs on his body, offered up, 
with an unaffeded decent devotion, a prayer of thankfgiving for 
his fafe return to his country j and I truft tIjs<?T fhall not incur 
your cenfure for having adopted his mannsi^nd example. Forms 
are the leaft important part of our duty, and the obfervance of 
this, I held a necelTary refped for the religious worfliip of a man 
who had rendered me effential offices of humanity, 

Ok our arrival at his houfe, which ftands-ori the bank of the 
river, I requefted leave to retire to a feprratc apaitinent until my 
perfon fhould undergo a purification, which had now become ui- 
gently neceflary, and fome European apparel provided. Ti,is warm 
hearted Greek would not liflen to the propcfal, but feizing my 
arm, forcibly dragged me into the room, where his wife, a pret*ty 
young woman, and fome gentlemen of the place were affembled. 
He introduced me to the company, by the name of Signor Geoigio, 
and in a few words, recounted to them the heads of my lloiy. 

Though 
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Though I was clad in an ordinary Perfian drefs, had a rough 
beard, and a very weather-beaten face, not one of them feeraed to 
notice the uncouth appearance, but by kind and polite congratu-, 
lations, took every occafion to difpel my evident embarrafl'ment. 

I foon went to bed, where I luuft have been overpowered by a 
ftrong deep ; for the Greek told me in the morning, that.he had 
made repeated attempts to awaken me, fearing that his houfe 
would have been confumed by a fire, which had broke out with 
violence in the neighbourhood. My hoft infilled on furnilhing 
me with clothing out of his own wardrobe, obferving that my 
fiiort flay at Aftracan, would not admit of a new equipment; 
an Armenian gentleman, who came to welcome the Greek’s ar- 
rival, propofed to int^uce me to the officer, commanding the 
Cafpian fquadron, and to one of my countrymen, a lieutenant 
in the Ruffian navy. 

The commodore,* who fpoke the Englilh language very in- 
telligibly, received us with much politenefs, and fent a fervant 
to inform Mr. Long, the Englilh gentleman, of my arrival. 
The conueflion which I formed with my countryman, who was 
of a friendly and chearful difpolition, rendered my ftay at Af- 
tracan, very pleafant; and having little other occupation there, 
than that of a fpeftator, you will neceffarily fuppofe, that I 
ou^ht to give fome defeription of this quarter of Ruffiaj but 

• Peter HannicoSj a knight of one of the military orders. 

the 
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the fubjeft has already been fo amply inveftigated by writers of 
'almoft every European nation, that had even my refidence enabled 
- me to undertake the difcullion, little remains to be defcribed. 

It is feen in the hiftory of Ruflia, that the Czar, Ivan Bafi- 
lovitz, having in the year 1552, conquered the Tartar kingdom 
of Cafan, he turned his arms againft the Nogay Tartars of Aftra- 
can, and fubdued their country, the capital of which he took by 
affault, and Rrengthened it by a new fortification in the Afiatic 
manner. The fpace which the territory of Afiracan occupies on 
the fa«e of the globe is fo peculiarly marked, that it enforces the 
notice of every oblerver. On the eaft and fouth-eaft, it is Ikirted . 
by a wild extenfive defert, reaching to tl^ habitable quarters of 
Tranfoxonian Tartary 5 on the fouth, it ^ath the barren fltores of 
the Cafpian fea 3 on the fouth-eaft, a defert of three or four hun- 
dred miles, extending to Circalfia, which is only fupplied at two 
places with frelh water ; and on the weft, another fpacbus waft© 
divides it from the Black fea. . j ' 

On thefe dreary plains, little other veftige of humanity is 
feen than thinly fcattered hords of roving Tartars, whofe rude 
and favage life but increafes the horror of the fcene; and, as 
if the kinder powers of nature had been deftroyed, or arrefted 
by fome malignant influence, not a flirub or blade of graft is 
to be feen on many of thefe plains that is not tainted with 
noxious qualities. To the north and north-eaft, the province 
of Aftracan is bounded by Ruflia Proper, and 'Cazan, on which 
VoL. II. L 1 
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fide alfo a wide trail of barren land is interpofed. The ifland 
on which Aftracan ftands, as well as its dependant territory, 
produces no grain, and though fo deeply furrounded by deferts, • 
no quarter of the RulTian dominions is more abundantly fup- 
plied with this provifion. The country to tlie weft ward and 
■fouthward of Aftracan, produces a natural fait of an excellent 
quality for domeftic ufes, which is tranfported from thence to 
remote parts of the empire, chiefly by water carriage.* The 
flourlfhing ftate of the province of Aftracan, hath alfo been 
largely promoted by its fiftieries on the Volga and the Cafpian 
fea, where the fiih are procured and falted at a cheap rate, and 
the falc is very extenfive. 

A BRISK traffick ,|tas long fubfifted between Aftracan and 
the Tartars of Bochara and Khieva, who in return for their 
curious furs and lamblkins, purchafe a variety of European com- 
modities. Yet the natural advantages of Aftracan would yield 
but a fmall portion of their benefits, did not the Volga furnilh the 
means of a fecure and commodious conveyance. This river, 
which has a courfe of not lefs than two thoufand Britifli miles, 
takes its rife from a lake of the fame name, in the province of No- 


* Saltpetre, though not in large quantities, is found in the vicinity of Aftracan, 
which, according to Cooke, is taken out of the earth, and macerated for fome time in 
water ; then they draw it off, and by adding foot and fome quick lime, evaporate the 
water, and make as good laltpetre as can be made any where. See traAs of Mr. 
William Cooke, Surgeon. 
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logorbd, latitude 57, longitude eaft 51, and after Ikirting numc- 
fous cities and mercantile towns, falls into the Cafpian fea, forty 
miles below Aftracan. In this courfe, it receives many rivers and 
leffer ftreams, which fpreading to the eaftward, form a navigable 
Communication throughout that wide fpace of country, lying be- 
tween. Siberia and the Dnieper. 

Bv the Occa which receives the river Mofea and joins the Vol- 
ga, at the city of Nijnio Novogorod, large boats pafs from Aftracati 
to the old capital ; and by a canal which unites the Volga with the 
Mfta; a river ultimately flowing into the Ladoga lake, the fource of 
the Neva, an inland navigation is completely opened between the 
Cafpian and the Baltic feas. From the level face of the country^' 
the current * of the Volga has little force/ and will admit of boats 
being warped againfl: it, at the rate of three miles an hour.f The 
city of Aftracan Is fuppofed to contain about eighty thoufand in- 
habitants. Exclufive of the Ruffians, there is a numerous colony 
W Nagayan Tartars, (the ancient peoj^le dAhe countiy), many 
Greeks, Armenians, and Circaffians, feme itinerant Perfians, and a 
fmall fociety of Hindoos. 

' In the life of Timur Beg, tranflated from the Perfic by M, 
Petit de la Croix, Aftracan is denominated Hadji Terkan, one 
of the principal cities of the kingdom of Kapehae, which Ti- 

* It runs abovt one and a half, and two miles per liour. 

t For a defeription of the manner in which thefe boats a» worhed, f-e Jl-inwa) ^ 
and Bruce’s travels. 


LI 2 


nuir, 



a68 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS, 


mur> when he penetrated into that quarter of Tartary, took and 
deftroyed. This prince detached alfo a part of his army fur- 
ther up the Volga to Serai,* the capital of Kapehae, which • 
was plundered and reduced to afhes; In the hiftory of Tiiiinr, 

I find a paflage relative to Ruffia, which for the curious in- 
formation it conveys, deferves a diftinft notice. 

Timur, in the purfuit of a vanquifhed enemy, arrived at 
the river Dnieper, which leaving on the left, he crofied the 
Don, and entered the dominion of Ruflia. The author, in the 
Englifh tranflatlon, fays, “ our Ibldiers purfued him as far as 
“ Corafon, the prefent Korefli, a town of Grand Ruflia, which 
“ they entirely pillaged. They over-run all the great kingdom of 
“ Mufeovy and Ourouf-dgic, or Little Ruflia, where they took 
“ prodigious droves of cattle, and abundance of women, and girls 
“ of all ages, and of an extraordinary beauty and lhape. Then 
“ Timur went in perfon to the city of Mofeow, the capital of 
“ Grand Ruflia, which his foldiers plundered, as they had done 
“ all the neighbouring places dependant on it, defeating and cut- 
“ ting in pieces the governors and princes. The Ruffians and 
“ Mufeovites never beheld tlieir kingdom in fo bad a condition j 
their plains being covered with dead bodies. The army en- 
“ riched therafelves with whatever they could find in this vaft 
“ country, as ingots of gold, filver blades, great quantities of 

* Aa Aiiatic word Jignifying reridence. 

“ antioclii 
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“ antioch j very much efteemed cloth, wove in Ruffia v.’ith a great 
“ deal of fkill and nicety j vaft numbers of fables, black as j.et, 
“ -and ermins, with which every perfon in the army was fuf- 
“ ficiently furnilhed, both for his own and his childrens lives j 
“ as likewrfe fldns of vacafh, grey and white, fpotted like tygers 
Ikins. They alfo brought away many Ikins of grey and red 
“ foxes, and an infinite number of young colts which had not 
“ been Ihod. It would be tedious to give a detail of all the 
■“ booty they obtained in this great country.” 

What an immenfe fcope did the conquefts and invafioiis of 
Timur embrace. His arms were feen viftorious on the Ganges, and 
his banners flying on the confines of the Baltic fea I yet, view the 
fcene of the prefent day, and you will beh^d the great empire, 
which he founded, mouldered into dufl. Ruflia' wliich had felt the 
force of the deftruflive Tartar, and was but yefterday drawn 
out of barbariftn and reduced into form, hath already taken am- 
ple vengeance* for the difgrace (he then fuffered and in the 
probable revolution of events, promifes to complete the work 
which has been fo fuccefsfully begun. 

During the flourilhing ftate of Peifia and Turkey, when 
thefe powers were enabled to reftrain the Ruffian empire within its 
proper limit, Aftracan was confidered an important frontier. But 

• Tbe imperial family of Turkey is of the Tartar race» ■ 

fince 
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fince the decay of the Perfian monarchy, the independance of 
Georgia, and the ceffion of the Crimea by the Turks, who in this 
furrender have proclaimed their weaknefs and pufillanimity to 
the world; and fince the Tartars who were fcattered over the 
eaftern and weftevn fides of the Volga, have been either com- 
pelled to defert their haunts, or fubmit to the Ruffian power,'' 
this province no longer forms the boundary of the empire. The 
government of Aftracan, is now direfted by a fyftem wholly civil 
and commercial, and the garrifon confifts of about fifteen hundred 
men, who have more the appearance of militia than regular 
troops, and are confpicuoufly deficient in military order. 

In this eity, which occupies a mediate fituation between Afia 
ind Europe, there i? perhaps a more divSrfified alTemblage of 
nations, than on any other Ipot on the globe, and a more 
liberal difplay of toleration ; you fee the Greek, Lutheran, 
and Roman churches, mingled with the Mahometan m’Ofque 
and Hindoo pagoda, and the different feftaries united by the 
bonds of a common focial corrtpaft. The largeft portion of 
the induftry and adventure which fu'ppoVts^ thfe 'cbriimerce of 
Aftracan, is contributed by the Armenians, who are the pro- 
prietors of moft of the Cdfpian veffels, and the cliief conductors 
of the Perfian trade. By thar pliant mariners but more by 
their wealth, which has fupplied the means of fecuring the favor 
of government, the Armenians have acquired a diftinguiftied In- 
fluence 
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fluence -an.d rerpeft in this province. Where they exhibit a 
cumbrous luxury and fplendor; and generally adopt the Ruf. 
lian manners. It evidently appears tfiat the extenfive encou- 
ragement given to thefe people, has conduced to introduce much 
wealth and commercial emulation into this part of the empire, 
^ The Hindoos alfo enjoy at Aftracan very fair indulgence} 
nor could they in the moft celebrated places of worlhip in India, 
perform their rites with more freedom. They are not ftationary 
refidents, nor do they keep any of their females in this city; 
but after accumulating a certain property they return to India, 
and are fucceeded by other adventurers. Being a mercantile feft 
of their nation, and occupied in a defultory Ipecies of traffick^ 
they have neglefted to preferve any record/of their firft fettle- 
ment, and fubfequent progrefs in this quarter of RuHia } nor is 
the faft afeertained with any accuracy by the natives of Aftracan. 
In the karavanfera allotted to them, which is commodious and 
detached, they make their ablutions and offer .up .their prayers, 
without attradting even the curiofity of the Chriflians ; and they 
do not fail to gratefully contraft fo temperate a conduft with 
that of Perlia, where their religion, perfons, and property, are 
equally expofed to the attacks of bigotry and avarice. 

Manifest proofs were daily prefented to me of the benefits 
conferred by the Volga on Aftracan, and the fouthern quarters 
of the province, which though productive of no grain, and but 

little 
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little pafturage, are amply fupplied with provifions,* from the 
vicinity of Czarltfin, and even from Cafan, though at the dif- 
tance of one thoufand miles. A grand teftimony of the ufes -of 
■this river, which is formed on common notice, is feen in the im- 
mediate conftruftion of the city of Aftracan, which, though not 
a tree grows in the province, except in gardens, is chiefly com>' 
pofed of wooden houfes j numerous velTels are alfo built in the 
docks, and vaft quantity of fuel is confumed by the inhabitants. 
All this timber is floated down the Volga, or imported in boats 
from the upper countries. 

During my Ihort flay at Aftracan, I daily vifited the ma- 
rine yard, where I|received much pleafure in viewing the pro- 
grefs which the Riiflians have made in all the degrees of naval 
architedurc, fince the time of Peter. The fquadron now in 
force for the proteftion of the Cafpian trade, and awing fuch 
of the bordering ftates as may be hoftile to the defigns of Ruf- 
fla, confifts of five frigates -f- of twenty guns, one bomb-ketch 
and fome tenders. Out of this amount, two frigates with the 
bomb-ketch are at Aftracan, one at fea, and two on'the paflage 
from Cafan. Thefe veffels on account of the fliallows at the 
mouth of the Volga, are conftruffed on a broad bottom, and 
draw only eight or nine feet water. An extenfive marine jard 


* Wheat bread, bore the price of one and a half farthing per pound, and beef of 
three farthings per pound, 

•j- Six pounders. 
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has been within this late years eftablUhed at Cafan, where the 
abundant produce of oak timber, and other neceflary materials, 
with tlie advantage of the river, have pointed out the conveniency 
of building the hulls of the vefTels deftinsd for the Cafpian fcrvice. 
The Ruffians have introduced into their navy, many of the Dutch 
-principles and regulations, which it is probable were adopted 
by Peter, fabfequently to his refidence in Holland, and by the 
naval officers which he invited from that Country. Some French 
ordinances relative to the rank and duty of officers, are alfo in- 
troduced, but it is not feen that their fyftem has received any 
improvement from the marine of England. 

The Ruffian fearaen, in addition to theiijdiet and clothes, re- 
ceive nine rubles* per annum, and as an inducement to prefer the na- 
val fervice, they are fupplied with a daily ration of fleffi provifions 5 
an allowance not granted to the army, though it is alfo furniffied 
with diet-f- by the government. The Cafpian fquadron at this 
period, afts ultimately under the orders of General Potemkin, 
whofe army is Rationed between the Cafpian and the Black-fea. 
A part of this force has been lately detached into Georgia, the 
territory of Prince Pleraclius,:}; a Chriftian chief, who in the laft 
war between the Ruffians and the Turks, withdrew his allegiance 
from the Porte. 

* A ruble amounts to about four (hillings and three pence. 

Confifting of rye-bread, and only. 

J He is denominated by the Aliatics, Heracly Khan. 
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Since the acceffion of the Crinica to Ruflla, the eaiprefs 
hath held oat an avowed protedfion to Heraclius, who is nosv 
tlcclared an independant prince ; anrl it appears that an officer 
of the court has been deputed to prefen t him, in the impeiial 
name, with a crown of gold, and rhe title of King of Grafia.* 
By this a6l of policy, which involvcvl no danger or charge, hath ^ 
the afpiring monarch of Ruflla, fecured an ufeful ally, and efta- 
blillied on the fide of Georgia a fubflantial barrier againft the 
natural enemies of her ftate. The' other potentates of Europe, 
are in the ufage of prefenting their portraits, fonie curious ani- 
mal, perhaps, or patents of nobility to their allies and favo- 
rites 5 but a commrtoding fortune has enabled Catharine to be- 
llow on her friends, Ij- crowns and kingdoms. It may be faid 
that Ruffia holds the fupreraacy of Georgia, and it is probable 
that at the death of the prince, a period which his advanced 
age places at no remote diflance, the fucceflion with be arranged 
in the manner moft accordant with the policy of the court of 
Peterlburgh. 

An occurence befel me on the day previoufly to my depar- 
ture from Aftracan, which from a curious faft wliich it difdo- 
fed, may not be unworthy of youc notice. Whilft I was look- 
ing at fome paffages of Hanway’s travels in Mr. Long’s apart- 

* An ancient name, I underliand, of Georgia, 
t Count Poniatouiky and Heraclius. 
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taent, a Ruflian gentleman came in, who perceiving that I was 
a foreigner, and from fome broken v?ords which I fpoke, pro- 
bably an Engliihman, lie addrefled me with fluency in my own 
language ; the book in my hand, which he obferved, belonged to 
him, had great merit, and that he was himfelf well acquainted 
with many of the events recorded in it. Without ceremony 
he entered into a general difeuflion of the hiftory of Perfia, from 
the period of Hanway’s conclufion to the prefeiit time, and treated 
the fubjeft with much apparent accuracy. 

This gentleman of the name of Marcke, liad held the rank 
of Brigadier General, in the Ruffian fervicc, and for fome years 
direffed the affairs of the Ruffian faCloiy y Ghilan. But, on a 
charge of oppreffing fome Armenian merchants, he was difmif- 
fed from the fervice, and mulfted in the whole amount of his 
property. Mr, Marcke concluded his obfervations on Perfia, by 
noticing, that the Captain Elton, who has been already men- 
tioned, married an Armenian woman in Ghilan, and his daugh- 
ter, the iffue of that marriage, was now refiding at Aftracan. 
Intelligence, he faid, had been received, that an eftate or legacy 
had been bequeathed to Elton, during his fuppofed refidence in 
Perfia, and that if fuch property had really devolved on him,' 
no one poffefl'ed a fairer claim to it than his daughter, who 
could afeertain the legitimacy of her birth, and who now .1 
widow, encumbered with many children, \yas reduced to eitieme 

M m 2 indi- 
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indigence.^' It would be an aft of charity, he added, to make 
an enquiry on my arrival in England into the truth of this 
intelligence, and endeavour to obtain fome provifion for a dif- 
treffed family. Noticing in me a more than ordinary concern 
for the misfortunes of this woman .and the fate of her father^ 
he faid, that if I faw her, I fhoiild be enabled to reprefent her ’ 
fituation with more corroborating fafts. He objefted to the pro- 
pofal of my going to her houfe, apprehending from her manner 
of life, that the vifit would be incommodious ; but went him.- 
felf and condiifted her to Mr. Long’s lodgings. She was a 
little woman about forty years of age, had from fome accident 
become lame, and was accompanied by a fon. 

Some years age llie had been induced to undertake a jour- 
ney to Peterfburgh, for the purpofe of eftablilhing her claims, and 
had reached Mofeow j where fome Armenians refiding in that 
city, diverted her intention, which they reprefented as fruitlefs 
without greater aids than the poffefled. The honed: wai'mth with 
which Mr. Marcke efpoufed 'the caufe of this forlorn widow, 
attrafted me forcibly to him i and the pleafure which I fup- 
pofe he received at obferving the like difpofition in a ftranger, 
whom he was about to part with, probably for ever, incited him 


* General Maicke fays that in a Ihoct time after the death of Nadir Shah, Elton 
was either af^lfinated, by the band, or the order of the father of the prefeut chief of 
Ghilao. 
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to communicate many events of his life, which were related in 
a manner peculiarly animated and pathetic. 

Ir appeared that he was a native of the Ukraine, and had 
been early employed as fecretary to the Ruffian emta'Ty, at the 
couit of London, where, and at Peteriburgh, he formed many 
■“ connexions with our nation, to one of ndiom, I think he faid, 
his filler had been married. He had ferved llkewife in the coi'ps 
of engineers, where I have fince underllood, he acquired the 
reputation of an officer of ability, and formed a friendfliip with 
the prefent governor of Aftracan, w'ho now tenders him many 
offices of kindnefs, After occupying various ftations in the 
fervice of Ruffia, he was appointed to thd direXion of the Ghi- 
lan faXory, whence he had been removeci qt the inftigation of 
the Armenians, who, he faid, perfccuted him with uncommoa 
marks of malignity. His property was confifeated, and he re- 
ceived the fentence of banilhment to Siberia, which was afterwards 
commuted to a clofe refidepce at Aftracan. His deportment 
evinced an unaffeXed refignation to the lot which had befallen 
him ; nor was it devoid of a manly exertion of fpiiit. In a tone 
of fimple humility, but ftrengthened by an eye w'hich impreffed ir- 
refiftible conviXion, he affirmed, that in the condition which for- 
tune had placed him, he experienced a large portion of content. 
He had given a wide fcope, he faid, to the impulfe of ambition, 
and had gratified it by the aid of inftruments he now beheld with 
horror and difguft j bttt adverfity had at once extinguiflied every 

tumul- 
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tnmult'.ioiis aiYcciii./n, and endowed him with fortitude, and the 
fober enjoyment of reafon.. 

Having made the nsceffaiy preparation for my journey, and 
obtained a pafi'port, >,vith an order for poft horfes,'* I was ready 
on the icth of May, to leave Aftracan ; and here It is incumbent 
on me, to exprefs cordial thanks for the kofpitaiity and kindnefs 
fhewn me by the gentlemen of that city, efpecially to the honefl: 
Greek, Ivan Andreitch, whofe treatment of me, from the day he 
took the up at Baku, to my departure from Aftracan, was unde- 
viatingly generous and affectionate. Nor muft I omit the good 
offices of Mr. HannicofF, who expeditioufly procured the neceffary 
papers from the public office, and gave me letters of introdudtion 
to Count ZchernichotF, the marine minifter, and to Admiral 
Grelg. 

Mr. Long’s goodnefs to me was manifold ; it anticipated 
all my wants, and indeed, by an anxious attention to my wel- 
fare, increafed them} whether in furnifliing a ftore of provi- 
iions, as there are few houfes of fare on the road,' or in forti- 
fying my travelling conveyance,-}* againft the cafualties of a long 
journey. The journey from Aftracan to Peterlburgh, having 
' - been 

* This inflrument is termed Pedrozefana, without which no perfons can be fup- 
plied with poft hortes, the hire of which is fixed by government, at the rate of two 
copeaks, about a penny, for each horfe, per verft. 

f A four wheeled carriage, called in the Ruffian language^ a Kibitka. It is fixed 
- vn the axles without fprings, and is fix feet long, and four feet in breadth, of the form 

of a 
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been quickly run over, and without a knowledge of the lan- 
guage, you will neceflarily fuppofe that my obfervations were 
limited and trivial. To qualify fome of the difficulties which 
lay in my way, Mr. Hannicoff furnilhed me with a lift of the 
ftages and their diftances, which prevented the common impoft- 
^tion of poft houfes, and afforded me amufement. 

On the 12th of May, at midnight, having travelled two hun- 
dred and fifty-eight miles, and two thirds, I arrived at Czaritfin, 
where I w-as detained until the next morning, that my paffport 
might be examined by the commandant. This gentleman per- 
ceiving the embarraffment which arofe from my want of the 
Ruffian language, entered with much good-nature Into the 
ftovy of my little requifitions, and fpeedily. accommodated them •„ 
though at the time he was much oppreffed by ficknefs. 

The country to Czaritlin is level and tliinly inhabited} yet 
its abundant herbage, (liewed the foil to be of a good quality. 
The garrifon of this fortrefs, which is independant of Aftracan, 
conlifts of three or four thoufand men. Since the frontier of 
Ruliia has been extended on the fouth-weft, by the complete 
fubjeiftion of the Cuban Tartars, and the acquifition of the Crimea^ 
this ftation is not confidered of much military account. 

of a cradle } about a third part of it, towards the head, is covered with a tilt of painted 
canvas, from the fore edge of which to Ute foot, a leather covering is occafionally 
fixed in a Hoping direiftion, as a flielter againft the weather's this machine is fupplled 
vlth a bedding, and contains aifo, the ceqailstc baggage of the palTenger. 


From 
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FRO^^ the wetlern bank of the Volga, and near the fort of 
Czarltfin, a chain of redoubts of about forty miles in length, 
ftrengthened by an intrenchment, extends to the liver Don ; but 
which, fi'oin the like caufe that has diminifhed the importance of 
Czaritfin, is now of little utility, and has been evacuated. It is 
faid, that the craprefs occafior.ally exprefles a difpofition to open a , 
channel between the two rivers ; a dcfign which had been under- 
taken by the great Peter, but fruftrated by the unfuccefsful ilTue 
of the Turkifli war, as well as certain difficulties which attended 
the operation.* 

The ground occupying this fpacc, which I examined, is 
diiefly compofed of gravel or rock, and apparently little higher 
than the level of the 'rivers. By opening this paflage, an inland 
navigation would be' effected from the Black-fea lo Siberia, by the 
medium of the river Kamah, which rifes in that province, and 
falls into the Volga, about forty miles below the city of Cazan ; 
and the Ruffian maiine, now eftablilhed on the Black-fea, which 
has long been a favourite objeft at Peterffiurgb, would receive fiom 
this communication a fupply of commodities, the moft effential to 
its fupport i as timber, iron, cordage and canvas. Such a paflage 
into the Euxine and Mediteranean feas, from a country yielding 

* The foil was found in many places to be mixed with a large portion of rock ; and 
the officer, an Englilhman, who condufted the plan, was cut off by banditti, 

f The port of Keifon. 


a pro- 
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a produce fo various and valuable, may create a revolution equally 
important in the commercial and political world j and enable 
Rullia, now indebted to foreign nations for the maintenance of 
her trade, to found within herfelf a mart, vvhofe happy litua- 
tion is empowered to attract to a common centre the commerce 
of Alia ,and Europe, 

The Day on which I left Czaritfin, the road led along the 
fouthern bank of the Don, which was wholly uninhabited ; its 
current feemed to run at the rate of one mile and a half an 
hour,, and the breadth to be about three hundred yards. No 
occurence of any moment befel me from Czaritfin to Choper- 
Ikoy Kreport,* a diftance of two hundred and thirty-five miles 
and a quarter j unlefs it be noted, that fo far from encounter- 
ing any impediment, I received a general civility and alTiftance. 
When you advert to the predicament in which I flood, a flrangeri 
alone, and unacquainted with the fpeech of the country, you muft 
yield a due portion of praife to the* excellency 'of the govern- 
ment, and the difpofition of the people. 

From Czaritfin extends a traft of uncultivated land, of more 
than one hundred miles, in the direfition of the road, on which no 
other habitation appears than huts, for the accommodation of 
thofe who keep the poll: horfes ; but it lliews no other teftimonv of 

Krcport in the Ruffian language, fignifies a fort. 

Voi. 11. N n a defert 
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a deftrt than the want of inhabitants} for the foil bears an 
exuberant herbage, and is not deficient in water. 

At the diftance of a few miles from Choperlkoy, the dri- 
ver* of the carriage alarmed me by a report of the hinder axle 
being fliattered } an accident which gave me an opportunity of 
obierving the dexterity of a Ruffian carpenter in the nfe of tUO' 
axe. Widiout the help of any other tool, except a narrow chif- 
fel, to cut a fpace in the centre of it for receiving an iron bar 
which fupports the axle, and to pierce holes for the finch pins, 
he reduced in two hours a piece of grofs timber to the requi- 
fite form, and his charge was one fliilling. 

Travelling one hundred and twenty miles from this place, 
I arrived at the city of Tanboff, not large, but populous, and 
generally well built, the refidence of a governor, who examined 
and put his fignature to ray pafsport. The country was level, 
bearing little wood, and from Aftracan to this place I had not 
leen a ftone on its furface. A heavy rain fell during the night 
of ray departure from Tanboff, which caufed an overflowing of 
the adjacent brooks, in one of which the carriage funk fo deep, 
that the horfes with every effort could not drag it, though fte- 
nuoufly affifted by the driver. This trivial event Ihould not 
have been intruded on you, did it not tend to delineate the cha- 
rafler of a Ruffian peafant. 

* He fits on a bw feat, fitted on the fore axle. 


After 
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Af.TER trying various methods to extricate the carriage in 
vain, and without a murmur, though fhe weather was piercingly 
, ■dold, and he was dripping wet, he loofened the horfes, and yoking 
them to the hinder part of the carriage, he brought it back- 
wards to dry ground. He endeavoured to pafs at another place, 
^nd was again foiled j yet he preferved an evennefs of temper, 
which I did not think our nature poffeffed. He did not ceafe 
a moment from applying fuch aids as were bell adapted to our 
relief; nor once flirunk from a chilling wind and rain, which 
had thrown me into an ague ; but fevere patience, and an iii- 
durance of the roughed: inclemency of weather, are qualities with 
which the peafant of Ruflia is conllitutionally endowed. Whillt 
we were ftruggling againft this difficulty, which feemed to me re- 
medilefs, a paflenger leading fome horfes, faw the embarrafsmenr, 
and chearfully yoking two of them to the carriage gave us fpeedy 
relief. 

On the 20th of May, arrived atMofcow, diftant from Tan- 
Tjoff three hundred and eighty-four wiles and one third. From 
the Volga to this city, I had not feen any land fo much ele- 
vated as to merit the name of a hill, and but few Hones on the 
ground. The buildings in Ruflia, with an exception of fome of 
'the public ftruflures, and houfes of the principal people, are com- 
pofed of wood, which is fo abundant a commodity', that in many 
places it forms the ftreets of towns and villages. 

In the interior parts of die country, a few of' the cluirches 
N n 2 have 
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have lately been built of brick, in modern architefiure, and fnew 
a juft taftej but the old. ones are all of wood, heavy ill fhaped 
fabricks, and hung around with bells of all fizes, which th'e 
priefts, who feem peculiarly fond of their found, keep in per- 
petual chime. 

At every halting-place, I muft again notice, the peopk treatedr 
me with invariable civility ; inviting me into their houfes' dur- 
ing the change of horfes, and fupplying, at a moderate rate, the 
things which I wanted. The roads in Ruffia, during the dry 
feafon, are in a good condition naturally ; for little labor is be- 
ftowed on them 5 which indeed from the large trails of inter- 
vening waftes would be impracticable. On fome days when the 
horfes were ftro^g^ I have travelled from one hundred and twenty, 
to one hundred and thirty miles, over a country on which the 
eye could perceive no elevation. The intervening rivers I either 
pafled on floating bridges or ferry boats, there being no fixed 
bridge on the road from Aftracan to this city. 

On approaching Mofcow, its numerous and lofty fpires?> 
■ftiooting though extenfive plantations, exhibit a view equally pic- 
turefque and magnificent. The gardens interfperfed through this 
city, have given it a more extenfive fite than is requifite to con- 
tmn, perhaps, three times the number of its inhabitants, who are 
computed at three or four hundred tlioufand. 

* I was informed that the fteeples in Mofcow, amount to fixteen hundred. 

The 
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The driver of the carriage condufted me to a German ho- 
tel, whofe manager, a very affiduous and obliging perfon, fpoke 
,thc Englifli language fluently, and though he had experienced 
a vaiiety of fortunes, fotne of it very adverfe, he had acquired 
but little knowledge of the world j that is, he was ill qualified 
to combat its iniquitous praftices, or to derive an adequate pro- 
fit from his profeflion. By a credulity and benevolence of dif- 
pofition, he had fallen a prey to many of the foreign adven- 
turers who infeft Mofcow, among whom I was mortified to fee 
fome of my own countrymen numbered. 

' This good, fimple publican, being within my knowledge an 
unique in his profeflion, and as rare objects are the grand pur- 
fuit of modern journalifts, I could not pafs this charafter with- 
out introducing it to your notice > and I entreat, fliould you 
ever vifit Mofcow, that you will make fearch for this honeft 
German, and after thanking him for his kindnefs to the In- 
dian, fay, that he was very imprudent in depicting a trufl: 
with a perfon whom he never faw before, nor could reafonably 
expedt to fee again. 

During the day of my halt, my hoft did not fail to pro- 
cure me a view of thofe curiofities, which raoft attradl running 
travellers at this city, but wliich having been already minutely 
defcribed, do not require further illuftration. Yet I muft make 
fome mention of a bell, the largeft probably in liie world, and 
exprelTive of the .inordinate paiflbn of the Ruffiatt nation for 

this 



i3(5 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. . 

this fpecies of fonorous inftrument. compofed of various 

metals, even of gold, and filver; the height meafures twenty-one 
feet, four inches and a quarter, the diameter at the bafe, twen. 
ty-two feet, four inches and three quarters ; its weight, one hun- 
dred and ninety-eight tons, two hundred and twenty-eight pounds j 
and its coft is computed at fixty-five thoufand, fix hundred, and 
eighty-one pounds. A fire many years ago defiroyed the build- 
ing in which it was ful^nded, and falling to the ground, where 
it has fince remained, a piece was broken from its fide, 

Moscow though no longer the capital of the empire, hath 
not felt thofe fymptoms of decay, which arc ieeh tx) follow the 
deprivation of fov'ereign refidence- Aware of the attachment of 
the ancient nobility of Rufiia to this city, and alfo that her 
ipacious dominion required a fccond capital, Katherine bath ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to preferve its former importance 5 and the 
infiitutions which have been eUabliihed, have centred, it ia faid, 
a greater portion of wealth and commerce in Molcow, than it 
poffeflfid befocc the removal of the court. ' , 

The fuperior kinds of Rufiian manufafhires are chiefly fa- 
bricated in this city from the rough materials, and are tranfported 
by water carriage or caravans into the mofi: diflant quarters of 
the empire. An ordinance £0 faintary will eflentially contribute 
to fix the profperity of Mofeow, which is alfo promoted by the 
refidence of many of thofe Ruffian 'nobles, who are not em- 
ployed in the immediate fervice of the ftate. They there in- 
dulge 
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dulge that gaiety, diflipation, and pomp, in which they fo much 
delight, at a lefs expence than at the new capital. 

Mr. Zchermichoff, the governor-general of Mofcow, has 
acquired in the adminiftration of his office, a general good name, 
by the eftablittiment of a vigorous police, and bellowing on the 
city many ornaments. Standing high in favor of the emprefs, 
whom his family had flrongly aided in afcending the throne, 
his defires are confidered as equal to thofe of the court ; and it 
may be deemed equally conducive to the welfare of Mofcow, as that 
of the nation at large, that a fubjeft of fuch zeal and authority 
has been placed in fo eminent a llation. The cbara(5ler of Mr. 
Zcheriiichoff deferves the more diftingniflied notice, as a fhame- 
lefs laxity and corruption are feen to pervade every office and 
department of this wide empire, to counterpoife its powers and 
warp the dkeflion of its natural policy. 

Mr. Hanmcoff having given me a letter to his brother 
at Mofcow, I went to this gentleman’s houfe, where,- ^ifh much 
mortification, I favv every thing French. The furniture, the 
drefs of the family, its manners, and the preceptor of the chil- 
dren were all French. The Ruffian gentry, indeed, from what- 
ever other quarter they have drawn fcience and literature, have 
received a large portion of their 'manners from France j affid 
it is evidently feen, that a connedion cemented by fo ftrofig a 
partiality, has occafionally attracted Ruffia, from its confthutional 
bias,. and infufed a fpirit of policy inanieal to its- welfare. The 

prevalent 
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prevalent ufe of the French language and- manners in moft of 
the European courts, is not to he accounted the leaft efficient 
indrument employed by France, in condufting that general fyfteffi 
of intrigue, which marks every meafure of her government how- 
ever trivial. 

I WAS received by the deputy-governor of Mofcow, to 
whom I applied for his fignature to my paflport, in a raannef 
little different from that of- an Afiatic chief to his dependent or 
inferior. He had juft rifen from his fiefta, and was fitting 
dreffed in a loofe robe on a fofa of filk, in the front of which 
1 was directed to ftand. He aiked me fome qucftions on the 
fubjedb of my journey with more affability than I had expefted 
from his appearance, and the glitter of ftiew, which furrounded 
him. It is to be noticed that the Ruffians of all ranks are of 
a fallow and brown complexion j few of them, even when young, 
having a natural bloom of face j this defeft I am induced to 
attribute partially to the exceffive warmth of their ftoves, and 
a frequent ufe of the hot bath, which in Ruffia contains a more 
intenle heat than I have experienced in any country. 

After dining with my German hoft, vyhofe attentions to me 
had been indefatigable, and his charge moderate, 1 left Mofcow 
on the 20 th of May ; on the next morning I arrived at the 
town of Klin, and brealcfafted with an acquaintance of my Mof- 
cow friend. This perfon, a German, many of whom are Ibat- 
tered over this part of the country, kept an inn, but he faid 

with 
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with little fuccefs j as the Ruffian' gentlemen, in their journies, 
felclom frequent fuch houfes, and the other claffes of people are 
witheld by their poverty. 

The 'road from Mofeow to Peterfburgh, meafuring four 
hundred and fixty-nine miles and a third, confifts generally of 
a mqrafs, and is conftrufted, with fome interventions of folid 
ground, of fpars of fir, laid in a parallel direftion, and ftrewed 
over with earth ; this work was performed by Peter I. for efta- 
blifliing a more eafy communication between the interior pro- 
vinces and his new capital. This extenfive wooden caufeway, 
founded on fo unfubftantial a bafis, muft at the firft fight ex- 
cite our furprizej but it will in a great degree ceafe, when it 
is confidered that Ruffia abounds in timber, in robuft vaflals, 
and that the great Peter conduced the operation. My carriage, 
fixed immediately upon the axles, ihook me fo violently in its 
progrefs over this rough road, that I flept very little until the 
evening before I reached Peterfburgh, when being overpowered 
with fatigue, I lay down on a bed at a poft-Jioiilc, defiring 
the driver to call me at the expiration of tw'o hours, but no one 
came near me till the morning. 

On the 25th of May, I entered Peterfburgh, and procured a 
commodious lodging at an Englifh tavern. Mr. Shairpe, the'Bri- 
tifli conful, being informed of my ftory, invited me to bis hoiife ; 
and his introduftion to many of the Englifh gentlemen, at Peterf- 
bnrghj enabled me to pafs very pleafantly, a three weeks rcfidence 
■ Vr>L. II. Oo there; 
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there ; he prefented me alfo to our ambafladorj* whdfe favourable 
mention of me in England, was effentially conducive to my 
welfare. 

In fo tranfient a vlfitor, it would be a manifcfl; prefumption to 
give any detailed account of this fplendid city, or to defcribe its 
conftitution or laws. I will, however, notice fuch matter,. as its 
more immediate projeflion forces on ordinary obfervation. The 
view of Peterlburgh, adorned with its numerous magnificent build- 
ings, interfered by fpacious and regular ftreets, imparts the con- 
fcquent pleafure of beholding a beautiful objeft ; but when I 
looked on the period, removed only at the diftance of feventy 
years, when this fpot, now covered by a proud city, reforted to 
by all the nations of the European world, and enriched by an ac- 
tive commerce, was a dreary morafs, affording a miferable refidence 
to a hord of rude fifhermen. I was infpired with reverence and 
wonder, when I reflefled on the creative genius of the man who 
had accompliflied fo glorious a work. Other monarchs have mo- 
delled armies, aggrandifed kingdoms by conqueft, or gradual civili- 
zation ; but Peter at once difpelled the cloud of barbarifin, which 
inveloped his country, and brought it forth to the aftonifhed and 
applauding view of Europe. 

It is on this ground you muft view Peterlburgh, to render 
due juftice t& the memory of its founder, who in rearing his fa- 


* Mr. Fiteherbert, 
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brie, Riniggled with obftinate prejudice and enraged fuperftition ^ 
but they fell before his commanding genius. Nor muft we forget 
that third: of knowledge, wliidi carried him into foreign countries 
to court their fcience, and prafiife their arts. This fubjeft hath 
infenfibly produced a drain of writing, too ftrongly I fear impreg- 
nated .with that fpecies of colouring, which marks the compofition 
of the Afiatics, and indeed their ordinary converfation, and which, 
by an intimate connection with them for many years, has perhaps 
become habitual to me. When you advert therefore to the foci- 
eties I have mixed in, and alfo to a warm impulfe, which has 
prompted me to throw a laurel at the brow of Peter, I hope that , 
this effervefcence of ftyle will meet with an indulgent eye. 

From the drefles of the nobility, enriched by a various dif- 
play of jewels, their equipage and pompous retinue, the court 
of Peterlburgh is faid to be the mod brilliant in Europe j and 
it fhould feem, that the craprefs manifedly indulges * this dif. 
pofrtion in the courtiers, whether from the- -congeriral propenfity 
of a female miird, or ?n opinion, that the intrigues and machina- 
tions which flae has heretofore I’uccefsfully praflrced, will not 
deeply occupy the minds of a people, involved in luxury and 
didipation. 

The Ruffian gentry, cfpectally thofe attached to the court, 


* She has eftablifhej at Peterihurgh, four cooipanlcs of playlets, pf different na- 
lions, French, German, Italian and Ruffian, which receive falaries from the public 
treafury., ‘ 
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are either in debt, or they expend the full amount of their re- 
venue j and if the teftiroony of thofe who have made the expe- 
riment is to' be credited, we mutt believe in the extreme ve- 
nality of the minifters of government, however adverfe to the 
public welfare. The adminiftration of count Panin gave a 
ftrong proof of this difpofition. The French who hav^ ever 
avowedly oppofed the views of this empire, have afforded' with- 
out referve, affiftance to its enemies, and who, it is faid, re- 
ftridt its Mediterranean fquadron, to eight Ihips of the line, 
poffeffed during Panin’s miniftry, a leading fway in the Ruffian 
cabinet, which they rendered hoftile to the general interells of 
the empire. Since that period, Ruffia has adopted a more na- 
tural policy, and is aware of the falutary expediency of form- 
ing a cordial intercourfe with the court of London. It is no- 
ticed that the Ruffian gentry learn foreign languages with ap- 
titude, that they readily affume the manneis of thofe whom 
they vifit, and lay them afide with equal facility j and that being 
a new people, they bear few marks of national originality j but 
like a mafs of dudlile matter, receive the irapreffion of objefts 
in contadt with them. 

The peafantry are marked with ftrong characleriftic features j 
they are obedient, attached to their fuperiors, and poffefs an obfti- 
nate courage; but they are addifted to petty thefts, and to an 
exceflive ufe of intoxicating liquors. It muft furely be held a 
reproach on the policy and finance of a nation, when the largeft 

branch 
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branch' of its revenue is feen to arife from an encouragement of 
the ruling vice of the people; yet this fadl is fully exemplified 
in Ruflia, where two capital ^mpofts are laid on corn- brandy. 
It is fold by government to the dealers, at a fixed rate, from 
which a large profit is produced, and a duty is colledtcd from 
every .perfon, w'ho vends it. 

Whatever cenfure the prefent Katherine may have incurred 
In fwerving from the cardinal virtue of her fex, we rauft un- 
refervedly fay, that fhe hath made fome atonement for that 
deviation, by eftablilhing a wife and vigorous fyftem of govern- 
ment, by a liberal encouragement of the arts, and an exercife , 
of humanity to her fubjeds, meriting the example of the moft 
poliflied nations. She poflefles a munificence, which has much 
endeared her to the people, and which an occafion of difplaying 
happened fome days before my arrival at Peterfburgh. Being 
informed that an extenfive pile of wooden buildings, appro- 
priated to the ufe of merchants and tradefmen, was burning 
with violence, fhe immediately proceeded to the fpot, where ex- 
horting the firemen to an aftivc execution of their duty, flie 
affured thofe who had fuffered by the conflagration, that the 
buildings fhould be reconftrufted at the public expence and of 
more fubftantial materials. 

Among the many monuments of grandeur, raifed by Ka- 
therine, the moft attracting is an equeftrian ftatue, erefted to 
the memory of the great Peter, which is placed in front of the 

council- 



«94 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


council-houfe, and in a fituation commanding a view of the 
port ; nor have I feen any figure which exhibits a bolder or 
more juft, afpefl of nature, except that of our firft Charles in '' 
London. It ftands on a hugh block of ftone, whofe fummit 
flaming, gives an afeending polition to the horfe, one of the 
hinder feet of which bruifes the head of a ferpent,* The figure 
of Peter looks towards the Neva, having the right arm ftretch- 
ed forth with an expanded hand, giving to all nations encourage- 
ment and protedlion. Often did I vifit this ftatue of Peter, and 
in reviewing the ftupendous work, which his hand has raifed, 

I have gazed on it with admiration and delight j and did the 
tenets of my faith permit, Peter flrould be chofen my tutelar 
faint. 

Paul Petrowitz, entitled the Grand Duke of Rulfia, 
and the only ilfuc of the emprefs, having been little brought 
forward to the public notice, the effential parts of his charadter 
remain undeveloped. The foreigners who have accefs to him, 
fay, that he is endowed with diferetion, is beloved in his family^ 
4nd obferves a juft pundluality in thedifeharge of his accounts, 
a quality the more deferving of praife, as it is rarely found 
among the nobility of Ruflia, who have become notorious by 
an accumulation of debts and a common failure of payments. 


• Emblematical of the malignant prejudices, which this prince encountered 
4nd overcome. 


The 
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The' grand duke is the nominal prefident of , the admiralty, 
though he does not officiate in that* department, or poffefs any 
influence in the cabinet ; bi* aware of the emprefs’s jealoufy 
of doraeftic interference, he lives wholly abftrafled from bufi- 
tiefs. 

A ‘GENTLEMAN, who had acquired a converfant knowledge 
■of the court of Peterfburgh, obferved to me that a "female 
reign was moft favorable to the views of the Ruffian nobility j 
it afforded a wider fcope, to their ambition, avarice, and in- 
trigue, which under the eye of a prince, efpecially if he were 
aftive, would neceffarily be limited, and that they would ever 
diflike and ftrive to exclude a male fucceffion ; nor does this 
©bfervation want proofs of fupport, in the. four laft reigns oF 
this empire. 

In clofing thefe defultory remarks, I am Induced to notice, 
that thofe Ruffians who have not yet adopted tlie manners and 
drefs. of Europe, and they probably include three fourths of the 
nation, refemble the Afiatics, and particularly Tartars, in many 
confpicuous inftances. They wear the long gown, the fa/h, and 
the cap j and they confider the beard as a type of perfonal 
honor. The hot bath as in Afia is in common ufe, even with 
the loweft claffes of the Ruffians, who perform alfo many ordi- 
nary ablutions, not praftifed by any northern people, and when 
not prevented by their occupations, they fleep at noon. In the 
iuanner uf Affa, the Ruffians obferve to then fuperiors an ex- 
treme 
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treme fubmifiion, and their deportment is blended with a fua- 
vlty of addrefs and language, which is not warranted by their 
appearance, or the opinions genclally formed of them. 

By impofmg a fuperior value on this quality, the Ruffians, 
it fliould fcem, have neglefted to cultivate the more effential vir- 
tues, a want of which is often experienced by the foreign mer- 
chants, who have incurred heavy Ioffes by their want of faith. 
The copeck of Ruffia, a copper coin, in name, and apparently in 
value is the fame which was current in Tartary during the reign 
of Timur ; and as the paffage illuftrating this fa£l: is curious, 
I will lay it before you, - ' 

“ The dearth was fo great in the Tartar camp, that a 
“ pound of millet fold for feventy dinars copeghi, an ox’s head 
“ for an hundred, and a flteep’s head for two hundred and fifty.”* 
This occurrence happened during the expedition of Timur into 
Aftracan, at a period of two hundred years previous to the 
Ruffian acquifition of that kingdom. Should a national con- 
nexion between Ruffia and Tartary be afeertained, a;^eyerf^,Qf 
the general progrefs of conqueft, which has been feen to ftretch 
to the fouthward, will appear exemplified in the Ruffian na- 
tion, who penetrating into the higher parts of Europe, have 
fixed a capital in the fixtieth degree of latitude. Embarking at 

* ShirrifF ud Dein’s Hiftory of Timur, tranflated by Petit de la Croix. 

Peterfburgb, 
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Feterfburgh, in the middle of June, on board of a trading veffel, 

I arrived in England in the lat^r end of July. 

Having now brought you to the clofe of a long journc-y, 
the performance of which was chiefly derived from a vigorous 
health, and a certain portion of perfeverance, I bid you an af- 
fectionate farewel, and I trufl, that you will never have caufc 
to impute to any of the various fa6ts which have been brought ^ 
forward in the body of the letters, the colour of paflion or the 
views of intereft. Amicus Plato, The opinions deduced 
from them, given by a man flenderly converfant in the higher 
clafles of fcience, and who has yet much to feek in the abflrufer 
page of human life, I freely commit to your cenfure, as alfo the 
manner of writing, which I fear will be judged ofFenfive to the 
chaftenefs, diftinguifliing the language of the prefent age. 


FINIS. 
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